
\'/HAT I.3 THE TAMR? 

Dear Prospective Member, 

Thank you for your inquiry into the Teen Association 
of Model Railroading. Vie hope that the TAMR is the kind 
of organization that you are looking for. The informa tion 
herein contained should answer any questions you nay 
have about us. If not, please feel free to contact me 
for further clarification. We regret having to respond 
to you via this form letter, a personal response is 
preferred, but presently this is the most efficent and 
economical way of handlinG the situation. 

The TA1·!R is an organization, as its name implies, which is devoted to 
h r: lpin.::; t eenai:;ers and youne people in the hobbies of model railroadinr; D.nd 
rail fanning. The TAMR was founded in 1963 by a loosely organized group of 
younc modelers in Philadelphia; however, soon the interest spread and the 
TitHR developed into the national orc;anization that it is now. In addition 
to those who members who live in the United States, the TA1-!R also has 
me:.1 bers in the provinces of Canada and various co 1mtries ahroad For fifteen 
yoc;r s, t li e, TAMR h::ts been actively he lping youn c; r.o c.l elers .:rnrl r .:i.ilf:ms with 
t lw:Lr respective hobbie o. 

','/I1 Y SHOULD YO U JOIN? 

To our menbers we provide many serv i ces. For instance, our public.:i.tion 
--the ':.' AHR HO'.:' i30X-- billed as the 11 Un-llo.g::. zine of Railroad inr;" contains 
articles of int erest to everyone, no matter what phase of our hobby that 
you enj oy most• The HOTBOX, wh ich is j_s :::; ued ever:; ot her nonth , c ont a ins 
artic le s on member's layouts, of r ail fonninc expediations , brief railroad 
histori c8 a nd model railroadinc tec hniques presented in a manner which the 
no.,ic c or pro will understand t her.i.. 'l' he HOTBOX is i'lri t t en entirely by our 
nembership for our membership; we enco ur as e t ho se mer.i bers \01ho wish to do 
so to submit articles and tips. 

Til e TAMR also h-'.< s a nllI'.lber of special c ommittees whj_ch will furth er 
~ clp you in purs uinc our hobby. If y ou 0-r e i nterested i n cxc hancinc mode l 

r ailroad passes, you \'/ill be happy to 1~n ow that we hnv e a pass listine; . 
If you vrish to obtain photographs of your fovorite prototype railroad, you 
will be ho.ppy t o learn th ,~ t are photo listinc was est:1b lished just for 
this purpose. I f you are having problems with your pike , our Question and 
Ans ,er column is available to help in solving your problems. 

In addition, we hold elections every year for various offices in the 
TM!R, such as President and Secretary. You may run for these offices your
self or nominate someone else who you fee l would do a good job. There are 
other elected or appointed officals that put out the HOTBOX or serve in 
various other capacities that you might be interested in. In short, there 
are many ways to get involved in the TAMR, if you are prone to do so. By 
getting involved, you not only help yourself, but all of our members re~p 
the rewards of your accomplishments. 

OUR AN!!UAL CONV:lliTION 

Each year, we hold D. convention in a location suc h that as many of our 
~ memb ers as possible can attend it. This is a ~reat time to meet fellow TAMR 

me~hers as well as learning a lot about model railroadinc a s well as the 
prototype. Our convention is held during the summer months to avoid con f licts 
with school and the weather. We invite all our members to come and participate 
i n t li e fun times which accompany each convention at little cost. Some of 

(over) 



(continued fr on t h e front) 

o ur pa s t c on v ent i ons have be en h eld in Toronto , New York and Chic a;:o. 

I.'.> THERE HORE? 

Yes 1 indeed ! All too often , teenac ers are made to f eel sol!l~ \·:h.::< t i n
ferior or out of pla ce in this adult hobby of model railroadinc . Th e t e en~ 

uc er i s sometimes i gnored by c ome clubs, organiza tions and model macazines. 
This i s not right! The teenae er , although just starting oy t, is oft en a 
d e dic ut ed model railroader or railfan and the TA11R tries to provide a 
frauevrork where he/sh e v1ill f eel "Welcome and continue to l earn <:tnd gro\'r. 
Vie need you! You need us! It's t hat simple . However, the TAMR realizes 
that those over the age of twenty- one can often make valuable contributions 
to our association and ther efore we allow them to join on a n associative 
b<l sis. Associative members receive the same benefits as re gular members 
except they are not alloVl e4 to hold office or vote in elections. Thus \': e 
welcome one and all. Many of our older members have been with us since they 
were young so they know how you feel and are helping the TAMR do more for 
you. 

Once a year, we issue our DIRECTORY which lists names , addresses a nd 
modeling interests of our whol e me mbership . Thus you will be able to loc a te 
felloVI members near you who shore the same interests and perhaps you may 
even find a friend. 

Our entire membership is divided into regions which was done to or.r,aniz e 
the TAMR on a more local basi s . Re gions provide our members with a n o utlet 
to meet fellow members from the same area and many of them hold r.ieet s anc 
conventions of their own . !!any regions a lso have their own pub l ic at ions t o 
which you can suscribe .. You liv e in the Re gion ; contact 

and a r;k h i :a/ 
h er for further information. You are under no obliga tion to join your rcc io::l 1 

but it will really increase your benefits , so write and ask. 

;m!\T DOES THE TtulR COST? 

The T:u lR realizes that many of our members hav e limited income s o.nd o ur 
du es structure reflects this fact . For all members, und er the .-; g e o f 2 i 1 

t he cost is :1 5.00 per year. The c ost to those 21 or older is f,L,. 50 per ye: .r. 
The d ue s cover t he cost of a y ea r ' s s ubscription ( 6 iss ues) of t he I!OT:·.ox 
a s well as the DIRECTORY plus any administrative expenses . The T.'\!m is 
NO:-T-PROFI 'l'; all of our officers or a ppointed offic .::< ls <lre volunteers, yo u ~' 

d ue.s money co es to L~ iving y ou as many serv ic es an d b enefits that vi e c nn . 
I hope t hat t his answers all y our questions about the TA1-1R . Why don ' t 

y ou ,si ·1e UG a cha nce? If you a re not convinced or ha ve further questionG 1 

plea~ e fe el f ree to write me . Your letter will be answered promptly• 
Enclosed. with this letter ,j.s an applic a tion form; if you decide to join 

ple <t:.:; e fill it out entirely. These f orms are used in compilin ~; our Di ii:C::CTnny 
thuG CJ.11 questions are to be answered. 

I lo ol;: forword to hearing of y our i•1emb ership • I know that I hav e pro
fi t e cl fr r) m being a u ember and there is no reason why you won't <-l lso . I 
hope that I will hav e the opportunity of ma.k ing your acquaintanc e a t s om e 
futur e tae et and/or through th e pag es of t h e HOTJ30X e 

'J' h o.nl;:c: f or your time , enclosed are several thin r_;s that should be of i n t er est 
t o you. 

With best regards , 

TA!m Audi t or 

c .. 


