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It has happened again. For a third time, the L&P has come out late. 
I am. very sorry for this. I will be returning to school in mid-August and 
thus I am trying to prepare as many articles as possible for future L&P 
issues. 

This issue is larger then usual. I would like to see this size as a min
i.mum for all the L&P issues. I tried to have an equal number of articles 
for both narrow gauge and logging in this issue. This issue also contains 
articles that benefit both narrow gauge and log~ing interests. 

I am planning to start ~ •ajor promotion campaign for the NG&L Div. 
Our membership is far below where it should be. If you would like to help 
promote the NG&L Div., just write to me and I 'Will send you some promotion 
material. 

I am in need of photographs for the covers of L&P issues. I have been 
having to use prints that have been copied from slides. These, as you have 
seen, do not come out very well. The best photos to use are clear black 
and white shots. I would also like to see some model photographs. If you 
send an;r photos, I can return the• to you as soon as I am through with thea. 
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SILVE?.TON AND ITS RAILROADS 

Part I 

SilTerton, Colorado is well k:lovm for th! narrow gauge rai lroads tha t 
vrere (and are) there. Unl i ke 11any of the tovms near to it, Silverton is still 
an active town but f~r from its days of glory. This introductory article about 
Silverton will be follov;ed by other articles. 

Born in the m:i d-1800 1s, Silverton was knovm as Baker's Park. 
~~s a camp for gold seekers. There ~~sn 1 t much gold in the area, 
plenty cf silver. By mid-1873, the camp started t --: become a t own. 
the official name Silverton was inccrporated. 

Baker 1 s Park 
cut ther e was 

In 1876, 

A boom started in the mid-70 1 s and bv 1876, the total output of ore f rom 
the mines in the Silverton area was over $1,000,000. In 1876-77, a toll r oad 
1¥8.S built from Silverton to Animas Ci.ty (near furango ). In July , 1882, t he Den
ver and Rio Grande RR built a narro,r .. · gauge line u -;; to Silvert:-;n fr::~ Durango, 
and thus ores c::uld be economically transported from the Silver t on a r ea to the 
smelters at DJrango, Pueblo, or Denver. 

In 1882, t he Red Mountain mines north of Silverton were opened. Otto }.~ears 
{who V':as widely known for his mining and railroad activi ties in the san Juan 
area) and Fred Walsen c :::nstructed a 12-mile toll road fr::;m t he Red Mountain 
mines to Ouray. In 1883, they built an ext ension of the Ouray-Red Mountain r oad 
down to Silve::-·ton. 

Silverton grew rapidly i n the late 1870 1 s anc. 1880•s. By 1865, SiJ ver ton 
had a population of 1500 pec:ple, a newspaper, a smelter, 3 sampl i ng works, a 
chlor:inatim: works , 3 sawmills,and a bank. Silvertcn wa.s the second larges t 
town in the area, only bei ng surpassed by Ouray, Colorado. Ourav had a popu
lation of 1800 peot:le, 2 hotels, 2 news papers, 10 stamp rnills, a smapling works , 
3 churches and schools. 

Many other towns and camps in the area ·:•e re bustlinp.: also at the time. 
This is where the railroad story reallv begins. 

The Silver ton Railroad vr.&.s b 'Jrn in 1887. The Denver and Ri.o Grande RR had 
planned to build north of s : lverton back in 1883, but D&RG att ention at the time 
was turned toward a r oute t c Utah, so the extens ion was halted i;:i th onl y surveys 
being made. The SRR ~asincor9orated on July 5, 1887, and char tered on July 3. 
I n August, construction started ovi t·~e railrcad. The road was ccm~)leted in 1888 . 

The road extended fro1· $:i_lverton to Ironto:i and t:-. en to the Saratoga iv~ill 

at Albany (17.5 miles). The Silverton RR climbed fr -:-rr: an elevation of 9300 ft. 
at Silverton to 11,113 ft. at Su~".'l it and do~n to 98)3 ft. at Ironton. On t he 
Chattanooga Loop, the railroad made a r j se of 550 ft. as t he Ct'OW flies, in a 
quarter of a mile , includir.g a curve of 30° ancl a 5% ~rade. 

In the first fe'g vears of the railroad 1 s l i fe, the railroad operated very 
successful l y . By 1891, net earnings exceeded $38,000. The railroad hauled out 
rich ores from the National Sell, Yankee Girl, Treasu!"r Tunnel, Gus ton and Si l 
ver Bell mines , just to name a few. 

In the earl:v 1890 1 s, plans v·e re made to build an elect ric railroad (The 
Ouray and Ircnton Raibray, Lig'· t and Pov:-er Co. ) frorr.. Ironton to Our ay . This 1 '\. ne 
woul d have cost $800,000 to build . The line would incl ude grades of up to 7%, 
35° curves , and a tunnel. The line was neve r built. 

During the 18°0's, revenues of t~e SRR started to drcp . By 189G , the r ail
r oad had. a loss of $17, 662 and t he SRR went into receiver shi p. T'r:ings p:ot wor s e 
and in 1904, t he SRR was reorganized as the Si.lverton Eailway. Matters kept get t 
ing worse and in 1906, the line was leased t s t r.e Red Mtn. Railroad, Mining and 
Smelting Co . WWI broui:;ht a srr·all revival i n traffic but not enoug:h to take t he 
rai lroad out of debt. The end final ly came in 1921, Wien operati ons v;e r e halted . 
The line was aba.ndr::ned in August, 1922 and the track was taken up i n 1926. 



Chattanooga 

Page 3 

MAP OF 
THE SILVERTO N ARBA 

Albany 
(Saratoga Mill) 

or ks crew 
Turntable 

Sheridan Junction 
(summit) 

Gladstone 

SilVERTON 

Forks 

COLORAro 

a 
Map 
Location 



Page 4 

SILVERTON RR LOCOMOTIVE BDSTER 

Road !>'Builders # NAME TYPE CYLINDERS DRVRS .ENG. TRACTDTE 
NUMB&~ and date WEIGHT EFFORT 

SRR Bildwin Ouray 2-8-0 15"x2011 36 11 . 58,600 14,h74 1. 
# 100 No. 4938, 1880 

and #6057,1882 i 
i 

s1m Lima Gus ton Shay 3-lOxl.2 ?9*-11 - 2 74,000 16,900 2. 
#269 #269 "B" 

April, 1890 
I 

SRR Baldwin I 2-8-0 15,,x1811 36 11 56, 200 13,0251 3. 
# 101 No. 5226,1880 

REMAR.tCS 

1. Originally D&RG Class 60, Number 42, the Anglo Saxon, purchased second
hand November, 1887,for $6500. P~cieved with boiler from D&..'11G class 

. 60 locomotive, #283, Baldwin serial number 6057. Scrapped Silverton 
1923. 

2. Pnrchased new by Otto Mears from Ll.Jaa Machine Wcrks, Li.ma., Ohio; Ll.ma 
class 37-2. In service on RGS April, 1890-Decellber, 1891; on S.RR 
.December, 1891-November, 1892. Traded to RGS in exchange for 
RGS #34, November, 1892. Sold by RGS July, 1899. 

3. Originally D&RG class 56, number 79, the La Plata, valued at $4,383.53 
in transfer to D&RGW F..ailway, Number 79, July, 1886. Sold to ROS, 
RGS #34, Nc:>Tember, 1891, for $1200. Recieved by SRR(#lOl) 'Lecember, 
1892 in exchange for Shay Number 269. Transferred to Silverton 
Northern, If]., December, 1896. 

In addition to the locomotives listed above, the SRR equipment roster 
included 2 combines, a baggage aar, 37 boxcars, a flanger, and a caboose. 
Only- two of these items were purchased new. 
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WEIGHTS OF VARIOUS MATERIALS 

Material 

Water--1 gal.(U.s.) ••••• 

Water--1 gal.(Imp.) ••••• 

Weight-Lbs. 

el 
3 

10 

Gravel--1 cubic foot.... 125 

GraTel--1 cubic yard.... 3350 

Sand~l cubic yard...... 3000-3500 

Clay--1 cubic yard •••••• 2200-2600 

Rock--1 cubic yard...... 2600-3~00 

Coa.1--Avg. per cub. ft. 
bituminous.............. 52 

Material Weight-Lbs. 

Coal--Avg. per cubic ft., anth. 5u 

LU!I!.ber~Board aeasure per 1000 1 

Yellow or Norway pine.......... !JOOO-u500 
White pine ••••••••••••••••••••• esoo-uooo 

Logs--Green, per 1000 feet (yello~ 
pine, Norway pine, white pine, or 
heMlock)............... . ...... 8000-10,000 

The above information 1'ill help you to determine the weight 0£ :materials 
on your flatcars or in your gondolas, etc. This is so you won't over-load 
your freight ca.rs in an un- prototype fashion. 

WEATHERING CORHUGATED ALUMINUM 

Corrugated aluminum is a cheap, easy-to-use •aterial for roof •nd. siding 
11&terial on structures. Many storage sheds, warehouses, railroad structures, 
etc. have been built using this material. Corrugated alumill'W! becomes weathered 
easily and thus is a fun material to use on model structures. 

Sea.le corrugated al'WWlinum can be prchased at most hobby stores. The basic 
types of damage done to this material is rusting. It is very easy to simulate 
rust on aluminmn.. You can apply a rust colored paint to the aluminum or you 
can apply a mix of your own. A good mix can be made mixing rust and boxcar 
red with a bit of mud to lighten the mixture. 

Another weatlnering technique is done by brushi."""tg F.a.sy-Of f oven cleaJ:1er 
onto the aluminum. .This will eat away bits of the aluminu:n to produce good 
results. Combining each o! these techniques will produce very pleasing results. 
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THE RLT By Sean Gallagher 

Bland, New Mexi.c~ is one of the lessor known ghost te1'l'ls of New Mexico. 
This is because the to'W?l is f emced off from the public and also because t he 
tol'lll had a short history. Gold was disceTered in-_ the Bland area in 1882 and 
the first. ore was shipped out of the town in 1883. Bland at this ti.me, start
ed to become a town. 

Bland b~cmed, and by 19CO, the population had reached 3000. After 19CO, 
Bland started to decline as the'· mi.n111.g alld lumbering activities in the area 
dropped. By 1902, the population had dropped to 800, and bv 1910, the popula
tion was )CO. By WWI, Bland had become a ~host town. 

Although Bland never had rail~ laid to it, the to"l'flt could have supported 
one. My fictitious history of Bland begins nth the Rio Gr2.nde and Bland 
Canyon RR. The RG&BC was built from a connection with the AT&SF at Domingo, NM 
to the Ca~ada area and then up to Bland. The line traveled t~ugh high 
desert count:ry from Domingo to Canada amd then headed into the mountians 
toward Bland. The line came upon switchbacks and grades of up to 4% to reach 
Bland. The lille operated succesfully until about 1901, when revenues started 
to drop. By that tllle, traffic was mostly in lumber, rather than ore. LU:l!ber 
couldn't support the line and in 1932, tae line was cut back~o Canada, where 
there was traffic from pumice mines, sand, and agricultural products. The 
line still operates hauling mostly cinder blocks and sand. 

The logging lines north of Bland were originally started by the Bland 
Tilll'ber Co. This company laid the line fro2 Bland to Reid Canyon in 1890. 
Bland Timber went bankrupt in 1896. 

The Redondo. Land and Timber Co. was formed in 1896 and bought the Bland
Reid .Canyon RR line. The RLT laid a line to Bruce camp in 1897 and a line 
into Frazier Canyon in 1900. 

As mining declined in the Bland area, lumbering increased. The R1T oper- -...../ 
ated sueces!ully in the early 1900's. I11 190u, a line was proposed from Bland, 
north to the Valle Grande. The R1T decided that lumber and pumice traffic 
would not support the line enough to 11ake a profit, so t he line was never 
built. 

Revenues started to drop after 1912 and by 1923, most of the timber in t he 
area had been cut out. The RLT ceased operations in 1924, but in 1925, a new 
stand of timber was made available near Bruce camp. The Reid a..~d Frazier Can
yon lines were taken up and operations to Bruce began again. This new stand 
was logged out by 1930. The RLT again stopped operations.. In 1931, The RLT 
tracks were taken up. 

------~--~----~--~~~-
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Map Showing Lines of 
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