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ERESIDENT'S REPORT - The Duck Speaks: Time For a Change?
t

Once upon a time, not too long ago, the Allegheny Reglon had a membership
of 64, and it was the most active region in the TAMR. And now, one year later,
the membership stands at 54, and of those 54 members, again only a handful bo-
thered to vote for a new president. This seems to be an annual event, and it
looks like this reglon is due for a change. I would very much like to thank
those of you who voted me into this position, and I hope to serve you, the meme
bers, as your presldent to the best of my ability., But when I was sworn into
office, the Allegheny Region was dropped in my lap like a bomb., This was part
of the reason behind the last Dispatcher being so short, and late,

I now feel that this job was bigger than I expected, and thait I should ap-
point a2 new editor to ease the work load from Paul Manton and myself. I now
appoint Betsy Summers as the new editor of the Alleghemy Dispatcher. I also
wish to thank Dave Kings for volunteering to edit and pudlish this issue of the
Dispatcher,

Now to get back to some changes I have made to better the region as a
wholes First, a dues ingrease of fifity-cents per year to all regular memberss
This will, for the moment, affect only members who are under the age of 2%,
and assocciate members will still pay $3.00/year. Second, a new constitution
has been drawn up and is now awaiting approvel by the Executive Board, If
passed, it will be published in the next imsue of the Dispatcher for you %o
vote ons Third, I would like to hear mere from you members who would like to
voice some ideas or somments, or Jjust what you think would make the region betw
ters I would also llke to hear from members who have never stepped forward bew
fore, What's everybody afrmid of? I get sick of seeing the some people write
ing for the Dispatcher all the time., If nobody wants to step forward to help
their region get better and stronger, I'1ll be damned if I'm going %o spend my
time writing and supporting this region for my own good.

Enjoy your reading, and send ell information concerning the nezt issue to:
Betay Summers; 209 Tedmar Ave.; Pittsburgh, PA 15257

For more information from your president, write to:

Scott M, Drake; 407 Castello Avesj Hatboro, PA 19040

-

EDITOR's SCRAPBOOK

Well folks, this is my first try at editing any type of publisatieny so
here's hoping that I know what I'm doing. As mentloned in the previeus imsue,
Paul and Duck asked if T would be interested sometime in deing an issue by my-
self, so I volunteered for this ilssnes For those of you who den't know mey, I've
been a member since May of 1976, and a Conrail employe since September of last
year, first on the Reading Division as a Trackman, and now with the former Penn
Central as a Brakeman. My congratulations go out to Scott Drake and Frank Chad-
wick in being elected to their respective positions. I am sure that the AR
could use new blood and that these guys will lead us into a more revitalized
8eéason, Once again, its a shame to see that in a Region as active as ours, that
80 few bothered to vote. Perhaps this generzl attitude can be turned around in
the exciting year ahead.

In this 1ssue, Duece returns again with another interesting story of the
development of modern motive power, And an article from our new officers of

the AR. I hope you like the issue. May the force be with you.

Dase HKings
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PROTOTYPICAL WISDOM
Railroad news from various sources

A 118 mile branch rail line abandoned by the Penn Central in 1972 in the
Adirondacks and now owned by New York State, may become a new scenic raile
vay, 1f plans of state officlials are realized. The line runs from Remsen
north to Lake Placid through Adirondack Park, The state has applied to

the Federal Economic Development Adminigtratun for a $1.7 wmillion grent

to rehabilitate the line, and officisls sald the Federal agency haos ine
dicated favorable action on the application, Confidence was voliced that the
rebhabllitation can be completed in time for the scheduled 1980 Winter
Olympics in Lake Placgid,

An Adirondack Railrcad Corporatlion (ARC) has been formed to lease the line
from the state and operate its For 50 miles the tracks ruan through a wild
and picturesque section of Adirondack Pack, an area described as a rail
buff*s dream., According to the New York Times, the ARC plans to run schew
duled passenger trains to Lake Placid and slghtseeing trains in the parvk.
Freight would also be carried. I had the oppurtunity this past April to
speak with one of the volunteers of the Atlaentic Central Steam Cos, Op~
erators of restored Canadisn Pacific Royal Hudson # 2839, now on the prop=-
erty of the Northhampton & Bath RR. This man is one of the trustees of
the ARC, The ARC is supposed to get the 3 ex-Reading FP~7's #900,902, &
903, once SEPTA abolishes the train., Also going to New York will be ex-
Florida East Coast 4-6-2 #148, currently operating on the Whippany River
Line near Morristown, NJ. The man did not say, hwwever, ii the coaches
from the Reading's PushePull will go with the FP=7's. At any rate, this
looks like an interesting operation to watch for in the coming years.

On June 13, a Conrail northbound freight collided with another northbound
train which had halted because of a brake malfunction on the Northeast
corridor at Rosedale, MD. This wreck bloecked all 4 main tracks for sev-
eral hours, The story I heard was that the crew of the rear train was
drunk, and the engineer failed to respond to a stop signale 3 out of 4
units on the train were RF&P GP~40's, including the lead unit, which

was wrecked, The crew in the caboose of the lead train saw the rear
train coming and jumped and ran. On a recent job that took me to Balti=
more, I saw the caboose involved in the wreck and there wasn't much left
of it.

Ten days later, a car with a hotbox caused a wreck in Metechen, NJ for a
90 car freight, blocking the main tracks snd causing a one day delay in
Amtrak and commutier service.

According to CONRAIL magazine, Conrail has begun to take delivery of 134
new EMD GP-40-2's. The numbering on the Conrail roster will be from #
3280 to #3413, These are the first new EMD units for Courail. A few of
these engines can be seen at Elizabethpori, Nj. They are 3,000 HP eachs
Also ordered are 37 road units from GE. Conrail's first bought-new units
were 4 U36-B's built in 1974 for the Aubo~Train, bDult never accepted.

. Comrail began with 4,877 locomotives, Of that , Conrall overhauled 779
units in 1976 and planning for 988 in 1977. Thie means that by hie end
of this year, about % of the road units will be new or rebuilt.

The US Department of Transportation has anvounced that out ef 1,075
miles of trackage slated for upgrading in the Corridor, concrete tles
will be laid on 400 miles, and wooden ties on the rest. The concrete
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ties will be placed between New Haven and Boston, and in part of New Jersey.
Concrete ties are in use all over in Eurepe, acrnd this couniry is just begine
ing to experiment with them. FEuropeans have found that concrete ties last
indefinitely and allow for greater speeds.

A 118« yearwcld branch line set for abandonment, was revived in Lenape, PA.
Rail service was reopened on July 5 for the first time In slx years on the
historic Octoraro branch of Conrell in southern Chester County near Philly.
This line was first opened back in 1859 by the Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Washington RR, which later became part of the PRRe The 41 mile line ex=
tends from Chester County inte Delsware and Maryland.

Pagsenger service on the line ended in 1948, and all serviece stopped in

1971 when a rail bridge over Chester Creek in Delaware County was washed
out during tropicel storm Agnes. When Conrall took over the dsterorated
1ine in 1976, it was listed for abandonment, but SEPTA bought the line

with the help eof a $414,000 loan from the U.S. Urban Mass Transit Admindi-
stration., A condition of the loan ie that passenger service be re-estabe
lished in 10 years. Frelght service iz being resitored under the Ocloraro
Railway, Inc. The railway would like to see passenger under way in 5 yearse

A decision against building 2 new Manhattan terminal for the Long Island
Peilroad has been mads bt the Metropolitan Transportation Aunihority. Ine
stead, lower levels of the Grand Central Terminal will be recoastructed
during the next six years for $400 million. The LIRR now operates out of
Pennsylvania Station, which is becoming highly congested.

Railroad magezine reports that an 8 mile steam train ride is now being

congidered for Cape May, Nu.Jde the run over Conrall tracks betwsen there
and Wildwood Jet. wounld eperate from May through October, with some 100
weekend and holiday trips.

The Amsrican Freedom Train has been seld to Canada for §575,000. It will
tour that nation with Canadien exhibits as "Discovery Train" beginning on
Canaday Day, July 1, 1978, The 15 ear Freedom Train was finanged by adw
miseion fees and private donatoins on 1ts 21emonth, 25,000-mile tour of
the UeS. It toured 138 cities in 48 states and was visited by seven mile
lion people. National Museums of Canada will refurbish the train with
national exhibits from its own country.

Conrail’s GG1 # 4800, the PRR's first G, has lost its red, white and blue
paint job to Conrail blue. It is the first GG1 in Conrailts fleet to re-
cieve the new standard paint scheme.

Fellow member John Held tells me that the Delaware & Hudson is planning
to get rid of its 4 Alco PA®s and the 2 Baldwin Sharks. A new nanagenent
in the D & H would like to sell the PA's to the MBTA in Boston and the
Sharks to anybody who will take them. The PA'3 are in fine shape., having
been rebuilt just a few years agce by Meorrison-Knudsen of Idaho, but the
sharks are plagued with problems. Reportedly, one of them has a cracked
engine block. A real downfall for railfans if this comes about.

The Chessie Steam Special engine, ex~Reading T1 #2101 will reportedly
serve a tour of duty with Amitrak after OctolBler of this year. Sister
2100, now sitting in a scrap yard in Baltimore, will be refurbished

along with the 2101 in the ex~Reading's Saucon Creek Engine House in
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Bethlehem, PA, The roundhouse and turntable there are being sold to Ross
Rowland and Sam Freeman, owner of ex~F8C L=6-2 #148 going to Adlirondack RR,
who plan to make it the new base of operations for what reraine of the
High Iron Company, now headquartered in Lebanon, NJe Rowlend rented out
the property last March from the Reading estate te prepare als engine for
the Chessie System tour, and found it was Just what he was lokking for in
the area of a large shop.

June 30 was the last run for Railwqy Posit Office in thls country, ending
112 years of mail by trains The last trains were Conrail # >tL, between
New York and Washington. Restored GG1 #4935 had the honors o' pulling
Train #3 along with 4 freshly painted Pemn Central mall carse.

The Broadway Limited, one of America's most famous traians, celdbrated its
75th year in operation on Jume 15, The Broadway, originated by the Penn=
gylvania Railroad, and its rivel, the New York Central’s 20th Ceutury Lime
ited, made history with their colebrated "speed wars" between Nev York and
Chicago in the early and mid-1900%e, Both began operation on thc same day:
June 15, 1902, Both were among the premier trains of the world. At first,
The PRR's train was called the Peonnsylvania Special. However, coifusion
caused by the similarity of the names of this train and the Peansy vania
Limited brought about the renaming of the "Specizl" as the Broadwa] Limit-
ed November 24, 1912.

Moat people presumed that the Broadway was named after the streel “n New
York Citye Wronge It was named alter the broad right of way over vhich
it travled, gemerally four tracks, with six tracks between New York ind
Philadelphia. The rivalry betweer the Broadway and the 20th Century was
intense, As one railroad trimmed their train's travel time, so did “he
other. In 1919, 1938, and 1948, us the PRR re~equiped the Broadway, the
New York Central did the same withh the Century=-effective the same dels,
The greats of stage, screen, politics and industry made the passenge:
lists of both trains a virtual "Who's Who."

As the railroad's share of intercity travelwespecially business travd,
declined, many of the frilles of the great trains were droppeds Finally,
in 1967, the 20th Century Limited was discontinued, and the Broadway a8
left to railroad between New Yorlk and the Windy City. Amirak continual
the Broadway without interruption when it tokk over passenger service
from the nation's railroad®s on liay 1, 1971e A year later to the day,
Amtrak rolled out its first compietely refurbished train, the Broadway,

Crowds of passengers rode the train to celebrate, The 18 car traln wa
hauled by GG1 #4935 between New York and Harrisburg, then from there by
an A=BeB~i sot of E~8's arrdving 2% lours overdue in Chicagoe.

The Black River & Westerm Railroad, :n 18 mile common carrier neay Flam-
ington, NJ and an operator of scheduled steam trains will reportedly go:
Ex~LIRR #35, a PRR clags Q58 4~6~0, now on display in a park on Long 1.,
The railread will lease the eagine for 20 years and resiore it o operw
ating condition probably with the original letlering and paint schene.
Once restored, it will be the only Punnsy-designed, Belpaire Ilrebox,
steamer in operation in the country. The railroad might alsc initiate
commuter service into Trenton, NJ. ‘‘he last regular run on this ex~PRR
1ine was back in 1961. If the New Jersey Department of Transportation
approves of the idea, the BR&W will jrobably gel the remainder of the
CNJ stendard coaches still in operallon on the New York 8 Long Branch RRa.
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RAILFANNING FOR THE HEALTH OF ITeeecossnsencscsess FRANCISCUS CHADZWICK

In this world of ours, so populated by countless milli of brilliant,
spirit endoewd gurus, who, for lack of better, more adequate, and proper
title, are called railfans, there are cows, There are also thoss who
pause to meditate before the burning moon te find answers concerning thelir
quest. The simple minded being would soon agree that capturing that fleee
ting instant that combines motive power, location, sky, and light properly
on film is their prime purpose for chasing trains. With only a little bit
of observation though, one will find that this obvicusly is the most screw=
ed up, incomprehensibly illoglcal reply. I mean, after all, any major dude
would have to be a little screwed up to be pursuing trains Jjust to take pic=
tures, Even if all the pix came out perfectly, it would hardly be an ade=~
quate return for all the expenses of time, gas, car wear, focd, sleeping,
food, speeding tickets, food, moral degrading and other tangible and in-
tangible losses.

By now it is quite obvious that the ofly reascn that the fine art of
railfanning exists today is that it brings many benifits of health in much
the same way other recreatiocnal activities do. For example, lets take the
average railfan}s weekend trip to the wilderness of north-ecast Pennsy.

One must arise early Saturday morn to get in the action, so onme will
find people maling their way out of the house orxr apartment as early as
5 AM, Most are too bushed to make breakfast, so the first health act of
the day is taken-horting down a tall glass of OJs You soon find him zip=
ping off in his auto, arriving at the local freight yard alomg the way.
The yard is a friendly, wholesome place or Saturday mornings., Assorted
fowl feast on grain split between the rails by leaky hoppers as a switcher
maintains an even shuffle, spotting cars and consiructing trains soon to
depart. The scene is easy on the mind and high for the soule.

Back on the highway, the speed is good for the body, as it refreshes
.it with cool air. This also works up a good appetite, so our friends pull
up to one of the famous Golden Arches (9 billion sold) fine food chaina for
two links of sausage, hot cakes and maybe an Egg McMuffin., Now with a
spot of grub under his belt, he rides off on a narrow winding road to bis
desired fanning spoi. The shady road is envelcped with fresh alr fronm
the trees, only interrupted by an occasional gust of wind from the local
farm's fertilizer. Its peaceful out this way, for pansy pushing moonies
rarely wender this far from crowded intersections and such. This is much
healthier than riding in the ciity.

Arriving at a trackside slesta, he observes via signals that a train
is soon to pass. He uncarts his camera bag, film, and cooler to deposit
them in the cool shade.

Standing tracside is much more healthy than standing alongside a
highway or airstrip. The latter two commonly employ asphalt, which get
unbearably hot in the sun. On the other hand, the rall bed stays compare
ably cool. The latter two are much worae on the lungs. Tractor trallers
and planes beleh diesel and kerosene clouds in great gquantities. 9 @DMD's
don't fume that much, an even an Aleco's eloud is much more friendly than
2 Kenworth, White, or Boeing cloud of the same nature., Highway and air
traffic is bad on the ear. dJets producs both very low amd very high fre-
quency noise at high Db levels., The scream of truck retreads is equally
irratating, The railroads as of 1973 have tough ICC noise restrictions,
so you can't knock them for nolse nows
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RAILFANNING (cont'd)

Camping railside iis a very resiful experience. A meal of hot dogs
and beans is commomnplece, washed down by the enchanteng liquid kept icy
cold in the ol' cooler, A healthy reaction is bound to follow this con=
bination of foods, Thls time of day always seems to rush by the fastest.
The sunlight is still good for photos and all other condifions ere like~
wise acceptable, Lighting an after meal cigarette, cigar, or pipe helps
keep bugs away, and yo\ can usually find a few traims running.

One always rieses ¢pvly, bright and fresh, after a good restful
sleeps Checking the boavds again, one notices that nothing is due for
the present, so ya can sittle back and fix another pood broalkizst AT
ter this, the rest of th¢ day proceeds in much tihe asmue v oo
prior.

Summer and Fall rallfanning is an experience tn '@ 14 should
take 2 swing at more offrns If your planning a tri,, Lo oo olc
the more ya have going, the better the fun, Remember, its jood T»
¥0U as well as the REGIVNIIIL]

LONE FAGLE'S LIST

Frequently, member Lone Fagle Payno of New Carlisle, Ohio compiles a
list of prospective mebeis for the fllegheny Reglon. Regular members
living near these guys a'e encouraged to write, call, or visit them
and talk to them about J>ining our legion and sharing in our fun.

David W, Weldeman 29 Steveis Aves 0ld Bridge, lid 68357
S, Hadduck 215 E. 17th St. Huntington Station.
Y 11746
Matthew Vessie 286 Lowall Road Sayville, i.Y 11782
Ted Reichert 3832 Bea:hwood Pl, Seaford, LY 11783
Keith Frank 22 Hoosic Ste Hooslc Falls,li¥12090
Jemes Ge. Mullen/9 iidge Rd. Havenna, LY 12143
Mike Fullerton 108 Firut St. Herkimer, Y 12350
Secott Sorenion kv #1, vox 276 Mohawlk, NY 1207
Vime Kilechenstein 1509 8%a Ave. Beaver, PA 15009
Vo Go Stanicor 1558 Pall Ave. West Mifflin,PA15122
Craig Myers D # Yox 9 Harkleysburg,PA15459
Resident 403 Swann Ave. Apt B Baltimore, HD 21229
Todd Meorgan 1708 Fountain Head Rd Hagerstown, MD 21740
Wise Skillman 1301 Meade Drive Suffolk, VA 2%1L3h,
John Witten 46 Holley Lane Bristol, Vs 24201

The Allegheny Rezlon wel:Ques these new members:

Jack Pehowle 25 Penn Sto Sunbury, Pa 17801
Steve Quina 80 Gelder Dr. Holland, PA 18960
Barry Sitek 140 Morningside Ave. Park Ridge, ILJ 07656
Mike Coesin 67 Gary Place Staten Is. 1LY 10314

Please add thecse nam« and addresses to your current AR Directory.

The Allegheny Eegiojwould encourage our new members to introduce themne
F selves to the rest ¢ the AR, perhaps in the form of an article about

-
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their layout, or rall activity in their area, or Just somes modeling or
prototypical information. Let,s hear from you! - et 8 TASLTY A
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 11911111 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTIIIIIUIR

In an effort to promote goed reglonal spirit and te bring us into a
more revitalimed year, President Scott Drake has anounged that our first
official AR reilfanning meet for this Fall will be held at the famous
Horseshoe Curve at Altoona, Pa on the weekend of September 30 to October
2. Perticipants are asked to provide their own transpertatoin to Altoona
and backs We will be camping out near the Curve, so bring a tent or a
lean=td if you have cnej also a good warm slesping bags We will not be
cocking our gwn feod, a0 bring meal moneys Those joining im on the Heet
will get together ot the smnack bar at the Herseshoe Curve on Saturday,
October 1 at 9100 M, so that we ean map out plane for the weekend. We
hope to soe alot of you there. The Curve is an especially busy area foxr
trains, sc those that come should expect to enjoy themaselves, rvacking off
pictures all day.

ANOTHER WORD FROM FRANK

i real hesp of things have been happening down my way in hie past few
wocks, meaning & lok of changes, B¥&& This is even the second Seeretary=
Treasurer message that I'm deoing for the issuss 4 good many of the past
AR records are fouled up, and there is some confusion as to who is siill
e member, I'm sending s copy of this issue to everyone whom I'm unsure
of , as to convey the following nesssge:

I£ your meme is listed below, this will be the last issue yuo'll re=
ceive until dues cre pald (curreant $3, or #5 for two years)e If you are
atill = member im good standing, and youwr name 13 on hiils list, please
send me some proff, like a receipt or a valid membership card. It will
be veturned promptly to you. I'm soxrry for the incomnvenience. It¥s the
omly way that I'm going to find out what's golng or, and who's dslimquent
in dues or nots

Joe Tarquini Ralph DiBlasi Kevin Moore
Tim Bishep Dave Dudjak Dale Robinson
Ken Brand Lerry Duffee Ed Robinson
Peter Colpo Jeff Farbaniec Jay Sutheyland
Chrds Croshy John Gibbonse Kevin Scganlon
Goerge Cunie Larry Kelks Harold Tague
Bill Bishop Al Tillotson Neal Torchio
Steve Wasz Tim Vermande - Willimm Weoley IXIX
Thank yous
Frank ‘Ghamk
ON THE GG1Y Dave Kings

Amtraks 4935 is cansing quite a atir in the railfenning communw
ity slong the Northeast Corprider becouse of the snechronigm of ite
PRR paint scheme. Host everyone kuows what a class Get le, but very
few knew how the locomoiive came t¢ exist or even a litile of its
ristorys Today's pailread periocdicals and books don't lend much info
out of the way of numbers, rosters, locations, etc. Lately, though
I have secured a report that was dome by a firm thai pﬂh&iﬁhed ency=




At a round table discission with delegatees to the Vorld Power Conference,
held at Chicago, September 3, 1936, Jo V. Bs Duer, chief eledtrical engineer,
Pennsylvania Railroad, was asked to discuss electric locomotives used on the
Pennsylvania, and spoks as follows:

"In 1928 whea the management of the Pennsylvania Railroad decided tp
electrify its lines between New York and Washington, plans were laid to
build two locomotives of the L4«6=i type, which, when completed, were placed
in service handling special trains between trenton and Paoll and Trenton and
Wilmington, After they had operated several thoudand milesy, the results were
apnalyzed and decision was reached to build 62 additional locomotives of this
type for handling the passenger service between liew York and Phlladelphia,
These additional locomotives were placed in service in 1933 and during that
year accumulated approximately 4,555,000 locomotive miles.

"Latz in 1933 it was decided to proceed with the program of electri=~
ficathon between Wilmington and Washington and to review the experlence
with these electric locomotives and decide on the type of the additlonal
locomotives %0 be built,

n"Two additional experimental passenger locomotives were built and
tested and as a result the Gi~i locomoiive, now used on our thruugh pass-
enger trains, wae selected.

| "It is of the 4~6w6el type, develops approximately 4600=ton train
between New York and Washington at mezimum sppeds of 90 miles an hour.
Fifty~eight of these locomotives are in service and are giving excep=-
‘ tionally good resulisSces

The locomotives of the PS5 type, originally in the New York=«Phila-
delphia service, have been transferred to the frelght service between
New York and Washington and 28 additional P5 locomotives with the stream=-
line cabs (glass P5az) are being used to handle the lighter passenger trains
between New York, Philadelphia, And Washington, where thelr capacity iaé
adequate.

Source: Bﬁgiggxigggg "Penngylvania Elecirie Motive Power," Vol., 101, Pages
4,92=3, Octodbere 3, 1936

"4t the begimning of 1933, the main line of the PRR between New
York and Philadelphia was converted to electric iraction and, though to
begle with, the service was -operated by the electric tractionand the
existing locomotives, im July, 1934 28 new units were ordered for dealing with the
traffic. These locomotives have subastantlally the same mechenical
and ekectrigal characteristics as those which were being used for haul=
ing goods trains on the electrifird sections of the system, but in
order to reduce the wind resistance, the original box pattern cab was
replaced by ome of a streamlinmed designe oe..The modified locomotives,
predecessors, are of the =63 type, and have an overall length of 62
f4.8in, They are fitted with three twin motors with an aggregate out-
puk of 3,750 heps at 63 mph, at which spped they are capable of exert-
ing a continuouns tractive effort of 22,3001bs. The nmaximum speed is
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90 mph, and the starting effort 56,250 lbs. The total welight is 394,000 lbs,
and that on the driving wheels 229,0001bs.

®In the early part of 1935 the Pemnsylvania Railroad also converted,
the main line between Philadelphis and Washington via Baltimere to elec-
tric traction, thus cnabling trains to be operated by this mothod between
New York and ine capital, a distance of 225 mlles, This conversion, which
involved about 615 miles of treck, permiis the journey to be completed at
an overell speed of 6O mph, with six intermediate stops. As a preliminary
to the innusguration of this service, two new itypes of locomotives were
designed, and one of esch buil® in the apring and summer of 1934, These
were kuown as classes {f, and R., and after extensive tests the former was
selected for servics. ¢ RY was numbered 4999 and lasted up until the
late 1940tsweds) Subssquently erders wore placed for the construgtion of
57 of these mita.

"The §¢ locomotives are of the 4~6~8«k type, and have an overall

lenghth of 79 ¥fte, the total weight being 460,000 1bs. They are fitw

ted with six twin moters gZiving 54,620 hp at fill speed. The welght on
eagh driver is 50,0001lbss The two cast steel artlculated frames are connw
ected at the inner onds by a ball and socket join%t, Thie joint allows
relative movement between the two portiens for easy running around curves
but on the straight lenghts is inoperative, and the two parts are kspt

in alignment by & restralning devices

"0f the 57 of these locomotives that have been constructed, 18
werc completely built end egquipped in the Altoeona shops of the Penne
sylvenla Railread. Twenty five were built athe Baldwin Locomotive
Vorks, Eddystone, PA, The General Eleciric Company construgted and
syuippad 14 locomotives ai Erle, Ph.

Source: Englneering, “Elesiric Locemetives for the Pennsylvania Railroad,”
Vole 141, Pages 4745, May ¥, 1936

MODELING: Customizing Yemr Caboose

In this artiele, I would like to show you hew to give your hagk more
prototypleal detalls, like marker lighks, safeily chains, handrails, oper=
aking markey lights, etes I have ysed an Athearn Cupola Caboose, sines I
model enxePRR. $0 glve exsmples, bub you can improvise anyway you like.

First, grt yourself a pair of either Alexender Scale Models #120~9506
merkers op Model Die Casting #80-2950/295%1 depending on your owa preferw
ence, Now, if you use the ASH marker lighte, you will fiad that they have
a separate braket so that you ¢sn remove them anytime you want by slipping
the morker light out of the brackets. These are easy o inatall, but what
ig the use of running your hack with just brackets and neo maricer lights?
Thiz is the easiest way I have found to install them:

Find yoursel? a needle that is thick emough or thicker than the stub
on ihe brackei, mot too big, though, Carefully lay the cabooze on its
side snd determine a spot at the rear of the hack preferably above the
iast window on the side of the caboose., Now with 2 paly of small pliers
ar needlenose, hold the needle with them and heat the end of the needle
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i1l you see a small red glows Now, carefully force the needle through the
plestic untll you see it go through the othre side of the plastic. Do this
until the hole is big enough to insert the stub of the marker light. If you
do this gerefully enough, you ean insert the stub while the plastic is still
hot; this will hold it in place better and cleaner looking then glues. Now,
do the same thing to the other side end you are on your way. Add the jewels
with a small amount of glue, red facing the rear, amber, or white on the
side, and green facing the front of your hack.

After you have completed that, we will move on to handralls and safety
chains, Take the rear handraill off, and cut it in the middle. Bend dowm
both ends to meke two small handrails out of one. With the same needle you
used before, make two new holes on the rear flhorboard positioning them on
both sides parallel to the door., All you need now is about an inch of kemw-
tron chaln #390-232x or 390-822x, to drape across the opening, and it looks
more prototypical than the one complete handrail sectione

And now, for you real nitpickers, Utah Paclfic Products makes real
operating marker lights, but you will probably need to find a new way to
install them, and they are are more expensive, by more than §5 or $6.
Next issuey I will show you how to dress up your locos and add marker
lights to them as well.

Until next timesee.eoDucky Drake

DEUCE SURVEIS MOTIVE EOWER

SURVEYING AMERICAN RAILROADS
(Part V in & series of articles)

THE ON D! NATOR: 2500 Hl.P

In marking repott cards fer the locomotive market, we would acceord a
grade of B, perbaps even B+ for the year 1964. Approximately 1,000 diesel
units were placed in service by class 1 railroads in the YsS.»~fewer than a
third the number bullt during each ¢f the three boom years of steam locoe
motive replacement, 19501952, but eminenthy satisfactory when compared with
the less than 300 units delivered in 1961 Nowadays, the number of units
installed in a given year has become as obsolete as carleoadings., Just as
freight carse are bigger and hauling more, so too has the typical diesel of
20 years ago(1600/1750 H.P. B=B) been eclipsed by the almost universal choice
of 1964, the 2,500 H,Ps B~B or C=C.

Seldom, 1if ever had there benn such singularity of cholece in the market
as was displayed in 1964. Everyman®s unit packed a V-16 engine rated at
2,500H.P, for tractoin purposes, the only option being contingent on whet~
her one wanted to express that power in four motors for speed (more than
half the customers did) or in six for better footing on hills (Coast Lindé's
now famous six motor unit advocacy picked up such converts as Pennsy, Chessie,
And Espee.) One could almost eount the exceptions to the rule on one hands
Illinois Central remained with mormally aspirated units (if cne excludes
those old Alece®s hoods asqguired with Peabody Short Line) by adding a dozen
1800 HyPs EMD GP=28%'S.essbtrunk lines, short lines, and terminal roads caus=-
ed a modest rebirth in the long dormant yard-engine fleld ..e and UP went
whole hog on Jjumbo~size twineengined 5,000 H.Pe units by ordering a pair
of G E US0*s and 44 EMD DD-35's., Alco juggled the ratings a bit by com=

tinuing to ofrnr tha cant 424 and barnstorming a quartet of "most powerw
2] B g 3 ury_ v 0 H.P, BB («628%s: but 1it's hard
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core bestsellér, in common with that of the competition, remeined a 2,500° "7
H.P, B~B, the Cemtury 4235. :

Only a few questoine broke the routine. Why, for example, is UP mo
pleased with it%s 5,000/5,500 H,Ps two unite in one goliaths while every~ =
one else trests them like the plague? The criticiem runs like thist $,000
HeP. upite are simply too big and inhibit flexidbility: if one englne fails
the other iz tied mp in the sheps while it's mate 1s repaired; the shop
width and cranes won't handle thems Yet in an era when 10,000 HePs loco-
motive combinations are commomplace znd up to 30,000 H.P, are not unheard
of, the twowineone units cffer significant purchase price and long term
savings. It is true that UP has a habit of buying highwhorsepover loco=
motives which the wes® of rallroading views with more curioualty, than
;;fy (notably ‘ges turbimes); but in this instence, Omaha may enjoy the last

ughe

What UP means to 5,000 H,P. twinwengined units, SP means to diesel~-
hydreulicss Now that RioGrande has thrown in the sponge, SP alone 1s
opevating fluid-drive power. The fleet consists of slx cab=type 4,000
H.P, Kranss-Maffeic imported from Germesny in 1961 by both SP and D& RGW;
15 more EM' of a refined hood version brought in during 1963~19643 and
thrae 4,300 HePe Alco Century 643~H units put te work in the Fall of 196k
San Franclses HQ males no comment on the hydraulics, which seem to spend
most of their time yunning wp and downm the Ssn Joaquln Valley as single
wnitee Significantly or not, the west®s largest railroad ordered no mors?
of them in 1964 Instead they concentrated on the 2,500H.Ps BB and C~C'se
w=Just lilke everyboedy elasee

TleciroMotive wrote up orders for almost 2.4 million horsepowes in 1964,
a banner yesr ia whieh its GP=35 gave chase to the previoua top seller (@P=30)
and won. That was comfortably mors than double the domestic businese of it's
two rivals coabined, and in mide1965 EMD confirmed rumors that it would
step vp the competition by effering & brandencw model line in 1966 But
putiing out te pasture the most famous angine in all dieseldom,~ the
iwoecyclo 567~ EMD wes able to ralse the 2,500 H.Ps ceiling up to a 3,000
H.Po averaze and & 3,600 E,P, maxrimum (sole sxceotion: Alco's Century 628
and 630), Ghanks to the larger displacement of 2 new 645-serles line of
engines complemented (in the turbocharged version) with an slisrnator for
more efficient productlion of electrical energy. Thus, in 1966 the market
offered a fourwaxle unit with exactly double the horsepower of the famed
Fu3 and F«7 (and rival mekes) with which most of rallroading diecharged stean.

Yot 17 IMD onse again deserved am Oscar for it's performence in 1964,
then Gemaral Electric wes clearly entidtled to the Best Supporting Aetor
Award in the Locomotive Showe For it was in that year that the U25Be
famons for ite simplieity snd $4's air flltration system and first appli~
cation of 2,500 HoPe om four motorse~ came to bes. It rang up S0 many
orders and reorders (aleng with its sin-motor mate, the U25C) that B
managed to edge out ALCO fer the No. 2 bullders slots (another fact that
contributed to Aleo's fold.) Erie was & particularly delighted (juat as
La Grange wac anmoyed) with the enthusiasz which old~line EMD customer
Burlington crdered sud rsorderad GE diesels. The ingident mesnt more to 4
GE in prestige than in sales dollars, true, bui nevertheless morale soared. 3
In 1966, in order to retain it's No. 2 position, Ge elevated unii horsepower e
and shifted 4o an A.Ce/DsCo transmission. GB was the first to attain 2,550
H.P, on four motors. Moreover, the plant is well versed in rectifying A«Ce
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current to DsC.; a8 a result of its experience with the E=~44 straight elsctris
freight locomotives built for PRR (whicli replaced the pre-=war P5 classes) and
acted as supplier of the—AC/DC transmissions for ALCC's Century 630,

: Which leads us into the industry's most versitile bullder: ALCO products.

In 1964 Schenectady turned out the highest horsepower single-engine diesels,

. the highest horsepower double-engine diesele, the only homemade diesel«hydra-
‘ulics (4ll built with German Transmissions), and its traditional big slug of

%EJQEOO 'HP =plus export orders (2491 units averaging 1777 HP each)., Moreover,
in 1965 ALCO was the first to place diesele with AC/DC transmisasions in reg-

wlar servise(three Century 630 3000 HP C~C's for ACL).

: , The continuin g horsepower rase in dieseldom reflects the rail's desire
g'-indeea neccensity-to retein and capture more of such high-rated traffic as
. pigegyvack, containers, auto parts, and new automobiles, all of which are syn=~
.'onymbu? with speed. Piling more and more horsepower on the fromt drawbsr
“pushes railroad?ng nearer and nearer to that 'point of no return® on coupler
atrangtthaking midtrain power mandatory.

For the forsesable future, though, everyman's diesel, no mattcr where in
‘ the consist, will continue to be an increasingly higher horsepowered, robust,
nonexotic ton-mile producer, designed to run off as meny miles a month, and
. often more than, E-unite once did on Florida streamliners, to say out of the
«' ghops, and even to strecth the mileage(thanks to fuel tanks with up to 4000
\\3 gallons capacity) between oll hoses. Do thess second-generation diesels live
up to their builder®s broad claims? the coperating atatistics of U.S. reil-
roading say yes, IDiesmel pwnership hit a high of 28,359 units in 1959, de-
; clined to approximately 27,500 in 1964; yet ton-miles 551.6 billion in 1958
imbed to 665 billion in 1964. Agein, in-1964, the rails hit an all=time
gégh of more than 70,000 groes ton-miles per freight train<hour- better than
v prewar performance.

AND THE BESY IS YET TO COME!L
=Deuce

5f_,THIS MONTH'S COVER by Frank Chadwick ie am ﬁlluatration of an ALCO Century

i with the dnty of pulling the "Weed” Control train, equipped wi th hurncra i

. and chemicals. ‘This job is usually found to be the most sought after c‘-h
ul "+ on the railroad, and employees are seer damcing on ﬁha engiue cdﬁ‘ e
? with other instances of unéxplainable behaviora ] ® 7

dlong
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FAMILY OF LINES + BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

Chris Buckley- CENTRAL VALLEY

Francis Chadwick- DeLAWARE & RARITAN
Scott Drake- NORTHWOODS & WESTERN
Paul Manton- READING COMPANY

David Manton- SPRINGFIELD VALLEY
Joseph Tarquini- CHESSIE SYSTEM :
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HONORABLE MEMBERS***
John Held-- JL&W
A eonard Harlos-- Leohigh Valley
i o= Betsy Summers--PB&0, T&WC 'ﬁ
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