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THE 1975 TAMR NATIONAL CONVENTION (Report)

By Frank J. Chédwiékg Paﬁljdéfﬁantbn:? and Timmy Vermande

3 ot

what may be considered as one of the most informal T.A.M.R.
conventions to take place in recent.. {post-'71) gears occured late
July-early August 3aout‘in;thcﬁfla%lands‘Of‘indiana and Illincis. The
"Convention Center" came in the form of the house of the famous
"Hotbox" editor and all around great bum, Tim Vermande.

‘ One depressing note about this gathering, apart from hundreds
of other let downs, was the fact that there was no more than four
TAMR members together at any given time. And all of these were forced
to use Vermande's Vee-dub ; a real letdown when you consider this %o
be a national convention. _

Dispite this, the dudes who did show up (mostly AR members!) had
one nell of a timejeven if the beer was hard to come by and the ice
chest (care of PJMf had 2 nasty split in it.Before I go into details,
aliow me to give a rundown on the people there, Tim and myself had
the longest duration, a total of nine days. Paul Manton was next in
1ine, with an accumulation of fiwe days, which includes the two he
spent getting there.Following up was Chris Buckley, who stayea for
three days in the vicinity of the "Windy City"in what seemed to Dbe
1ittle more than an extended layover between inbound and outbound
*Broadways". Ask Chris about that.The other two attendies (if you can
consider them as such) were Doug Johmson and Terry Burke who accompanied
us [rom time to time, ‘ .

Tt all started on a Sunny, bright Monday morning, July 28, when I
put through a call to Tim , giving him the good news that 1 had arrived
safe and sound in the hamlet of Roseland, amile or so from South Bemd,
and practically before 1 could get out of the booth, "curly" road up
and swept me away to "lkhart, to see what PC had to offer. I had been
away from home for more than a month at this time, vactionidng with the
rest of my family out West. Apart from grabbing a shot of an occasional
SP, UP,or AT&SF freight passing by the road, I had been deprived of my
trains for all to long, and even "greasy PCV"%, looked good. After
viewing the G’-9B stationed there, we proceeded to Michigan City, at
the coner of 11th and Franklin, were we viewed the @,55,&SB interurban
car wiggle its way through the middle of the street. For the Rush hour,
we went to Blue Is,I1 to see the Vermont St. Sta. and Rock Island at its
vusdest, "ith the last hour of light left, we continued on to 123 St.
of that same,fair town for the CRIP engine house were some of the Alco
centercab 415's anu GE's could be seen. A quick scurry over to 154 St
Riverdale to see the B&CCT switcher finished this very long day's
railfanning activities, : .

Tuesday, the 29 started of hot and humid, and thats the way it stayed
for most of the remainder of that week. First thing in the morning, we
{Tim and Myself) went to Tremont, a busiling town on the banks of Lake
Michigan. Ask Jorn Held about his experience here.Angway, we saw the
€,35,&SR interurbans pass, and then continued up to Broadway, GAry,In.
to be greeted by a rair of ex=NYC Boxcabs heading a MoW train of the
same road. 173 St., Hammond,In, was the next stop where we morned ower
the shells of what once was a fleet of ¥,J,&% Baldwin centercabs., the L&N
had a couple of units ideling nearby (FMD of course). Heading back

* Vermande Slang § (continued)
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THE 1975 TAMR WATIONAL . CONVENTION {continued)

we expected to see the "Buck?® waving from one of the vestibules, The
"Rrgadway” showed, but he did no%, though he was obviously on the train
sinece the SIP 4OF's pulling were really straining.

Saturday, &ugust 2, was a mum-drum rainy day, bub at jeast it was
a break from the heat of the rest of the week. After a good sound sleep
the night before, Ifound myself taking picigres of a Detroit=Chicago
train lead by an Amtrak E-8, in the pouring rein of Niles,Michigan,
Then we headed south as we interceptsd a GT freight at a grade cressing
on our wey to Valiparaso to see the PC commuter equipment. Griffith
was next in line, and it had a good showing of ®L, G, EJ&E,and Amtrak
grains. The remainder of the day was spent at Willow Creek, seeing an
sccational PC freight.

Sunday, out of force of habit, 1 arose early, pook a walk around
town, and iilke & good boy with nothing else to do, went to Chureh.
South Bend is mot & town te have fun in on Sunday. Sighoc... Lim and T
then sat around and BS%ed £111 Panl drove up, 1 feel it is now ao
appropriate time 1O let Paul tell vou about his part in this shoOWeeoowe

"inon my leaving Flourtown on August 1 for the peginning of my
trek out to the mid-west, 1 headad to North Jersey and the hone of
John Held, whe put me up for rhe night, Next morning, John and I
precgadsd 0 Allentown,PA ehgine rerminal on the LV where we mel Ralph
DiRlasi, John Meloughlin, and thves other potential AR membors. John
shen left my company and wend ol with Halph’sgroup in Ralphts Duster,
and thset day the group had planned to go the route of the AR7oravwelling
cirous® road show consizting of Allembown, Scraabom, Sayre, and
Binghamton Engine morminals, This meet 12 deseribed elsswhere im this
iesue., B

Cobiting back %o WY excursion o vhe Mid-west: After leaving 4
n 41lentown, 1 headed for Pitbelurgh 4n the 105 degres heat of bthe dav,
von arrivipg there in zne afterncon aboub L4330, 1 cenbacted Delsy
Summera, who had offered %o put me up for the night. Yhen ses told me
gzhe explicit divections to get to nher house, I §inally found my way
there and bhshed out on her couch for awhile, apd afger waking up L
procesded to set up our own privite slide shew, Thus introducing Belsy
to the lunitic attitudes of us "pastern ARY rallfans, _

Wext merring, Betsy fixed me up & good breakfast (I feel it is
essential to mention thab Ma. Summevrs cooking is far superior to the
typs of food that railfans are use o experiencing while out o1 ¢he poad)
and I was off on my way Lo Tmdiana, and the home of Tim Vermande,
arriving there comebime In rhe late afternoon.l found Tim and Frank
nad been anxiously awaitlng @y arrival,

T We wasted no time in getting starbad with cuy advenbures, anc
1mpediately departed for Michigen City, for & lock at the Sputh Shore
14n2, & couple of "Little Joes® were standing in the vard, bdut ws
eanlidn’t get near them dae o © PR s of the Ymaa®. Next stoh wes
191 10w Creek Crossing, tub we Tould c4d 7

S VNS ey gz Yoy >
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AR NATIONAL CONVENTION { comtinusd )
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12 in Gary {a fine iitsle town on the
i A0 We Spotted a Litble Jee sitting near the
. @Mh a i@w quisk pletures, and hi”haohi ed out of there.
Ey uh@ bgab Tim?s eay %ievmﬂ cwﬂﬁ from thay rather gquick accels
f* h L&Y yard s 3@to,ﬂﬂmm©md Cavgnt an Lapn freight
a? So we travelled eonto the Chicago aree
JﬁgﬂSge‘me of. the Rock Isg land,

33
3 E

S

Jﬁ\bf@
T those vintage CRIP E-Uaits come thru at
E 4% a buwpr ride for those pco? souls orn
We tad SJ@@ eid Rosk Island GP-%'s, which 1 understand
Fow the toreln 'f:.) Ly soom.,
@*fﬂg Eat@ and w2 811 headed back to Tims, on
¢ grub at 2 local AZY Pmon beer ghand,
cu Frank and I stopred iato = @market o
nt Tiin K*VGQHG@ looked onm, (.naliyg getitis
g evening we settiled down I@ a slide show
and turned in fov ancther vough nis a3

a4y, August m*yﬁ whes: @M%
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G ACTIVITY IN THE AR {eombinueds
Septe @& 2, 1975 by Prank Chadwick
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morning, d%@re we teamed wup with PJM “ﬂd trucked ove
2@ Temple |
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Arthur R. Mulligan
32300 Bingham Rd,
Birmingham, MI 48010

Bengt Muten

55 04 02 = 1451

Kas M

F 18-

S - 1,6 00 Tullinge
Sweden

Mike Napolitano
11 Gunther St.
Mendham, NJ 07945

‘Lloyd Neal
6529 S, Irvimgton Ave,
Talsa, OK 74136

Larry Obermeyer
3028 S, Coral St.
Sioux City, IA 51106

Lone ¥agle Payne

1028 Whaley Rd,

‘Rd #4

New Carlisle, CH h53hh

¥d Robinson
19 %, Clinton Ave.
Caklyn, NJ 08107

Marvin Rogers

837 Lincolnton Rd.
Salisbury, N.C. 28144
Kevin Scalon

.106 Van Buren St,
Pgh., PA 15214

Chuck F. Gcheerle
1413 Massachusetts Ave.
Somers Pt., NJ GC8244

Bob Sprauge
5709 Tanglewood Dr.
Bethesda, MU 20034

Betsy Summers
209 Tadmar Ave.
Pgh., PA 15237

Allegheny Region Directory

(cbntinued)

Joe Tarquini

1322 Wentz Dr.

Ft., Washington, PA 19034
Al Tillotson

3 Volger Dr,

Park Ridge, NJ 07656

Steve Tolle
RR 2 Lancaster Woods
Richmond, KY 40475

Tim Tonge.
42 Outlook Ave.
Hawthorne, NJ 07506

Tim Vermande
51528 Pgnd St.,
South Bemd, IN 46637
Mark Solomon

6 Bayberry Branch

Casselberry, Fla. 32707

The ad below also gpes double for the "Dispatcher™

“ FOR WRITING ARTICLFS, HUNTING OUT
LOW COST OFFSET PRINTING FACILITIES,

- YOU CAN THINK OF THAT WOULD HELP THF
» HOTBOK ( INCLUDING RFPLACTMENT OF THE
PRESENT EDITOR!)

BUYING AD SPACE, DRAWING COVER PIC-
TURES, SUPPLING AN ELECTRIC TYPYWRITER,
29D JUST ABOUT ANY THING FLSE THAT

Tim Vermande, 51528 Pond St%
South Bend, IN, 46637
The "HOTBOX"™ is the offi01al publiz=-

contact:

ation of the TAMR,
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Supust 23 and 2L were tm@ days set aside for this meet, perhaps

the wost wmerthedex in the entire history of ths 4R, or the TAMR for that

A Prum, we did comduct 2 1ttle buriness in this fins comwmunity at the
Jurse ¥ Shore, but most of the we@&sm eovided a 3 M&Ja,@ rartyiog tyre of
frw rhers spd othsr than the s Wde ﬁhﬁa‘% and g belef look at the IRSL RDC's, there
was no reilifomning ectivity vt all
It all started when Prank Chadwick, Dave Foley, and T left that Friday
2208 of Auvpust. Frenk came down to my offies earliier in the day, and
o f’wm&l m &m» Prom Flourtows who we mmged to convines Lo join
‘@ erived that ndte at the Raliegh Hotel 1+ Qeean
@e-, ﬂzd%s am wovies, Frank was really getting
. was totelly daned om, >
e goeat dtlantic
wers doing we o

an bhe scene vwia BRI "’%
mmmrmmxm o wideh was
day shopplng srouwnd swi €
nregence of Ken Ditten, Le 3’2 ,wmu@
@v@ ,M o uws deprted for sn @ffl,@l&l
Whan we retuznsd to the

t Avlantie apein, and
shorbly vhareaf4er

t Llong mw ‘*@ M=

&u y:;swi: &

har neme 1% 2,
She 18 k 3 b
oo bhe tealin & f»' w,& «% LBel .
i ;“ﬁmﬁ« of oo
(‘iﬁs aﬁ

“!ﬁv,
Hated $o c&am@ and shuer, gra
AL Tillotson arrived on ihe s vam ;
"‘c Me;t missed our astivities on the beach noments
! --,ﬁ’w rawdy John Held (1) ceme crashing theu the

shtly lexaired the operation of the look, bud blsanky
dwd el bn«w dm\ﬁ WA rupawsoo in no time.
mmydwall, vher- we
‘}‘ﬁ: ‘.7'{"ii“ig?‘93 i

‘éau. el f oy d.n huu:sf
. baek to the he
try o Jum 11 g8 be a small hotel

prdaent that nighd 14 was not very N‘nm
U with the hest of the evaning didgy

all, this noncense
et ing L on cas)
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-~ ey sad bo 8hew any of g due to ths agprevab w of
i9 ded from the spuscde a few hours before- The slide show lasted well inko
the morming, probsbLly emding somstims avound 2:00 M. Thea we tock a fow votes
o soms imporisnt matiers concernimg the Spriwg 76 convendion, e Dispatcher, and
the iddm. A% this point 41, Ken, Rey, Levnis; apd Ralph took of? for home for all
had work commitments the folfewing day and could nst sy ower "Hill Susflay.
John and Pet departed for s cosy emsning in their hotel dowa the strwst, for our
hotsl was booimd solid svd had no vacemsy., I offered to Johm that he was welsoms
20 stay with the four of us who were using our room, bubt hs TISISTED om findiug
o private room for hinself and his lady friemds So Frenk, Jjos, Dave, ord myseif
continued to pardty @ dnto the wee houve of Vhe morniung.

Swedey, the 2hth, all of us got up around 15:00 43, got packed up and
ehgeked oub of the hotel, John and Pat cams back to wesed us, and a1l 'eaded
D’ Doants in Absecon For soms merning grub. Then it wvas cnls Sos's
' in vystde Islands, 3, and arrivipg thers Pourd that Joe's pegents

igm

o ot wriwed From Port ashington, Ph, so therefore the house was locked
e am we thoupht for we rensged %6 free ope of the windows agd
serior.  Jos orahbed the kews to the farmlly spsedboat end
nf. on whe ey and we the rulliss Jiver. A% various points
: s of ve 1o tekw B orack at plloting the crale, and
~.~; 1 wise hirh when Yohw Held teok the helm. Apporently Jeohn
2 27 Dweh ke an 44
RURCR invay al Wim Poiks
SERUREY Tork wo Pat eould caveh
we Souwih REvew
oo Sout 1020 th
o WG of uE Thook
; we dida’t heve
‘G 3 and meade a good
v,
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Convantion! What”C@nVénﬁion?' {eontinued)

after they oeccur, w

Faul also m@nfjnnoc that Ray doeen°t know all the facts. If the
summery of the meat in the Dechan AD was not complete, then Ray knew

lt uhe facts. 1f the AD did not adequatly cover the convention, WHY
iTL ')

s fre
‘(’hh’

Faul alse states that”mnbt]y evermne was vmntaeteu' about the meet,
fﬂuﬁ L Pmnfutted _ so far as 1 know
! ”gw _ ana for myself, the first bit of .
xdan @ay at 107 m&muﬁ,u“after mlanlght on the day of the meet,

vank told me to be in Allentown in 94 hours if I wanted to ge to
ﬂﬁnt@ Ty MINGTTS foVR MIDNlGFT’ Now the fact that all planq for
. wers madn_"s good two W@eks in advance", Upon speak;ng to
Held about four ¢ iays h@aore the mest, he could only tell me that
éhm ﬁuyb wwwn 0onbldering a meet tha? weekend., It has been my
John Held is u*uaxly the first to know of convention plans.
f.ﬁ hﬂ pﬁft were he states "most of the North Jersey voys had
haon oub @lui&hnlﬁﬁ that entire week", the Nerth Jers PV voys
25 r@ﬁer‘ng to consisted of John Held uﬂd "d Robinson! And "d
1th Jersey! (N@ﬁ“‘ Jersey boy would have been more @@rrect}g
members in Howth Jersey were not, repead NCT contacted

L)

ity @h““”n@ wasn't home or never received the
&t din ona’ nefsen’n C‘B“; but not half a dozen
e doing 1ts job,{as Faul sees iv), TAMR membors
hone bills to contact members sbout mests
ip him if he isp't at the next meet” anﬁ
I 'wonder what ever happened o the
aq Lo threaten fellow mgmbersa@&oweliemoo

l

SRR )
st Zo

o

kick out OL how well pblicized the Newark'75 conventisn
’ wat. cases I ean't say dun much since I only

;@wmyy 3or & weeks, but how do you explain the
o Lo Eai;&a%w one week after the Newark '75

Lhe convention information had not errived yet?
AR members benmh made to look like avden of foolsh,
hat bﬁ?h ﬁay and 1 are paid up members in this fosl
> sebte thP appearad in a magazine head by

& e S N
iy [l & @
)’:@ i””{"’ EA &

bhe amazed by Pﬂu*vu~b0y&am¢av iin capital letters
[Tﬁ}§%f9 Qf u@wqe hw,f %n t theweg ha ¢Q£,@nft be.

4 din time to
ton. I wil

1

"‘(‘fm

B e B

t’ﬁgfﬁé terminal

uudbv‘”' agm worse wasn't mentioned 1p the
1y com sport. If I had been gontacted in

bagn glad ?w Lo&d them "right to the’ roundhouse dnnr
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CONVERNTION ! WHAT CONVENTION? {continued)

As For the bit about the"Ray Haklm Hot Lins"™ to aid none-supermen in
finding railroad yards, both Ray and I think i% is an excellent idea, and
e & wmllln@ o start preparing tﬁse recordi ﬁga of directions as soon
iR pavs for the tell free number! . :
L** really Jﬁgrawwned ne Were ?Lm Tonvm?s 3@cOﬂv,%n munberings,
ays "1 feel I must make my comment nawdﬂ I cannot remember & time
Pim has not made his comments ncard ver and over and over.,..oe!
comments that¥Ray does nob have Lh, right to criticize anyone“n ,
m?s entire article is filled with «w-ew-criticism. Then Tim rambles
Ofirso..lS Ray so parfect that he can judge otllers? Ray wasn't j
anyone &ﬁd vou know it Tim. Why do you start with this phile osop
garbvage? He then comes out with "1 could name many piaces Lhat
even know what rail 1line they we%c on." Ray could pvcﬁaﬁ?y Nam
places than you could, but thats not the point.
Next he mentiocns that¥Ray has some undegsirablis vy &1&;'9 This really

a.l

CE
y ou7dn’t
en more

oo
fxa]
2]
g

riles me. First of &ll, h@ sheuld either name them or shut up. This is a
good way to ruin somecne'!s reputation. Next, 1 should point ocut that everyone
has some undesirable traits (including you 1!} but thatg net the poiunt
either. Alse, this rag ie not the place Lo discuss petty perscnal dil-

erenc 3

Last but not least, as long &s you are ﬁf:f”30t1ﬂm ES?PhOlﬁﬂjcal
ng these vag
ise

o8,
comment, and advice, I would advise you bo-stop us
accusabions mefeiv Lo scgoths vour ggo. Tim alse advises "B.for hudging
nrself ”’ﬂst”a Thats 200G adVACm Tim., Try it sometime,

others, look at vor

but nct in the Discatcher! Next he talks about "Rays dmmaturity™, 1 feel
your arverairing a per iﬁnﬂ? d1”¢erenc in the publiec Jdourasl like the

is much more imms il re than any ¢f Hay's admeitted "unusual? traits. I
repeat, comments such as your "sug estion: fov i%c%avemnnts in Ray's
behavi@r“ have no nlace in 2 magazine of Ehie type. {or in any obher type
for that matter) '

{~s ;.,ro

\

T ﬁbania nob use his positicn as publisher te publicly air his
differences, 1i these differenzes are to be put in print, theu should be
in an Tart ialm” submitted to the AD like any other article and subject &o
the approval of the editor like any other article, rather than in "From

L“ﬂ Fublishers Desk"., In doing qnia, he nbt only st wows himself Lo be one
@; the "den of fools™ that Paul was talking about, but also degrsdes and
injures the office of publisher. Mhea someons in his p@ﬁltl@a wses his
oftice ﬁw embarrass others, I am fovced to ask the question “maybe it is
jumt as well that he is leaving”. Tim's yerfcrmamce as publiuher has been
excellent in many respects and it addﬂaﬂ me to see him w"rﬁ»%alng his

reputaticn {and that of his office) at this late date,

I have & feeling that Tim will complain adbout we qucting him out: of
context. My only reply to this is that he was so vague that it is hard
not to quote him out of comtext., I urge everyone who reads this to back
to the coriginal articles, and compare. Thank You.
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As editor of the Dm%patcnor, I would like %o welcome the "feud“
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RIDING THE “BROADWAY "< cHRIS BUCKLEY

" About, 2 a.m. in the merning ef Julu 26,1975 I was awakened by the seund ef
ny telephone, ( It seemed to be on the loudest settingi) I jumped te my feet te angwer
it and was greeted by Frank Chadwick, A veice net heard fer the past monthi That is
where it all began... frem a lens phene beeth in a lecal tavern in the backwoeds of
the mid-west., The next day, I remembered meking reservatiens on the tuesday night

BROADWAY eut of Hew Yerk. Fimally tuesday came, and I arrived in the miek of time in

the Big Apple where I purchased my $li8.00 ceach seat and awaited patiently in the
Amtrak passenger leunge en the lewer level ef Penn Statien.l had been here many a time
befere en varieus .jeurneys but this being my first as a revenus passenger! The train
departed an heur later than advertised due te an accident that teck the life af a Penn-
Central engineer, I could tell that the (G=1 was trying te catch up as'we arrived in
North Fhiladelphia. At this peint I decided te try seme of that well knewn Amtrak cusine,
I must admit, it was better than the meal Frank & I had seme time ago abeard the SOUTHERN
CRESENT, en her Trenten- New Yerk .rum, . N -

After dinner I decided te rest my weary feot-benes , grabbed a few beers inm the
lounge and watched the fine scenery beth in and out of the train ifself} You can even try
your hand at a Hammond T-500 organ, ¥ immediatly wished that Pmul Manten was playing
the ballad written by his brether Dait. ( Yeu éan just imagine}) Slewly but surly the

beers had taken effect, and I streched eut on the couch in the mens lounge. I was awakered
when the e-nducter sheuted:®Statien Step ALTOONA" (Dees that ring a bell??) I knew that
meant something, but I was tee tired te think of anything o.o.except.., SLEEP, Abeut 8min,
after the train left Alteena I. theught: "MY GOD{ THE HORSESHOE CURVE". I ran as fast as
I could threugh 15 cars, mest eof which were tetaly dark, te see the fameus sight. lihen I
reached the last sleeper ¥e were on it, it was almest as mignificent as the ¥aj Mahal as
far as railfanning is concerned! The air was fresh and erisp mountain 'air’clear as a bell,
At this time it Wwas early merning and I decided te dé a bit ef"shepping”,’thers were all
kinde ef goedies... frém blankets right down te mail bags. Beeing that‘l had limited
gpace, all I "berrowed" were  steward jackets fer lrank & myself(We were unable te fit Tim
 Vermande up) and left it.at that, I arese at appreximatly 8:30 a.m. and theught I wouldn't
have time fer breakfast en peard (Which weuld be a great disappeintmenty The conducter ad-
vised me that we were 3 heur ahead ef schedule, o A
. I entered the dining car and was placed next te a ceuple and their sen. They foetec
my bill, the twe mistakes I -made were %o tell them of my interest in trains and watching
the little snet deveur his pancakes devwned in maple syrup. I , ef ceurse , had erdered
‘the samething but was reluctant te eat iti It was pretty damn goed! After breakfast I went
to the end car and watched what little actien there happened to be. Time went on until
we reached Gary, Indiana.l was impressed with the leng stretch of yards and barren land
of what used te be the thriving Pemnsylvania Railread inte the fiwind city". I was greéted
by Tim Vermande , Deug Jehnsen, % Frank Chadwick en tlie Roesevelt Read = everpuss. I had
new arrived in the natiens ' secend,largest city te begin festivities of the 1975 Eap@
cenventien(an article can be found in this issuel) THE BROADWAY IS ONEOF THE BEST CONVENT|
#IONAL TRAINS AS FAR AS I'M CONCEI}NEDO A DAMN FINE TRAINY ' o ' ‘i,

* WHEN THE'DELEGATE' MOVES YOU:. .
WE'RE SURE WE'LL HAVE YOUR VOTE
T FOR COMFORTI
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R
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“THE DE LEGA TE thefamily of Lines finest train
between NewYork and Philddelphia. ~
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FROPOSID YEETS AID CONVENT ‘Oﬁ.ﬁ FOR THE AR

SEPTEIBER 20 & 21, 1975
.., Lohigh Lengie Herles invites us 45 com join hin for a w@miﬁ@@d a%
. nds c&apsim i uw%ts Pa, jwt a shm*% dﬁ@wﬁw Prou s fafmérﬁﬁ“s%“am‘ﬂWm )
"V:Ladm o The 54p m‘?q.l featurs & lotof vigdust ag@"f@m“ 4 “é‘a;sz@ “raidruatching
al th@ DLH &aimo ot @r d@t@il@ wmaé’*% eﬁ,th@r i ‘ e m%f?“i&ﬁ%ﬂ .
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gglgigz?ﬁghig g‘:mf;’»;ggum%% ""%gr@ @t t"' gé flng’ﬁ't ”‘i AU “tra'vel
%’ l%ing é%"t slides, ik awoke %h%’ ‘next” morning
very earlv, and procemdeld up. tot‘gbe home, of the one and only John W. Held,
Lnfcmunatly» the‘:’if'f‘u@k :eould not joih:us’ inour escapaues tiis time, for

“he had to work.for "Mafia two tetth Tony", owner of the 100%1 0ld,Bridge
pizzaria, "d. Rob‘mson was al@o aQ’Johnﬂs beoamee they hady bleen” out gailfanuing
‘ghe ﬁeigmbegrre we g@t ;there e ‘then 76@ofed over to | 'g\,rg sm‘g‘!J* to pick up
ay r.a o e 4 .

After a long. drl‘ve un the New York State Thmwam% we‘?flnal,l geach@d our
first stop: The Colonie Sh@}oQ of the D&H. Fere we where t"akfe«ff ,—h‘évzng Lo
pay a doller to see the ;je:mt (thanks to the nitwit Afuh"\ iaffp d-6ff éfie of the
builder’s nlates on the PA's!), 1 was realiy p1s~seg e-ff "at iph}s»locatlong '
for net only wag’ 'ﬁzher@ a lot of power, but two PA's "'mﬁ I ﬁau n@ fllm in
my cameral! GTRRERRRRRIL!! . leontinued on pag,e 19)7;

T “




[ P L SOU T SUN S Y ' o S
Sesv S Dl sk e [ RIS Ne

ny “u&ﬁl,wﬂ

Lodn ony
Tenn Cent g
connechion i
&r tos Lhie DEE wou.
. Allex 11kes-Barre, ;
the W&h sead into soubh = tibes Lk ; &
The CheSQi,»agsuﬁm; avCOFd‘IQ to ke vlan, wor ﬁyke 9'~1’}
cast-west routes through Wyoming Valﬂey» g intad n¢rx,sawiek to Bul
and to nerthern New J@rsey and the Port of New i e”ko;.

" ConRail would maintain aervxce on’ %ké Lv cgrri¢eb to %iﬁk S”BETT@9 north
of Sagre, and into New York stage. 1x4

PC railroad lines west of Harrisb :rg would be Tark ad fOl “fir%t priority
\ Luabxlitati@n“ lh@u? run from Harrisburg to Jchustouwn, from Johnstown “
’Pittsbmrv via Kiski Jet., from Jchaatown to Pistehurg Jla‘drebﬂubu&; and
from ;1ttsnufg so Alliance via Conway.

The LV routm;wculd ‘also be ungraded as would uh@ H rflbbdx tocﬁfiftWﬁed
connection through Williamsport., - . ¢ : R \

m@emmmmmummammmmwmﬁzwwam@mnmmaa;wma‘me@a~
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. ConHail woulid cen515t of approx_matly 15 000 route miles of Peqn Ceﬂu4319
CNJ, LV, L&HR, AA and small parts of ‘the R%adwng and Frie Lackawanna. .
The Chesszv System would aquire major portions of the ¥L and RD railrcads,

_ Lrablzng the Chessie %o offer shipp@r in. New York State and Dastern Pennsyl-
_vania thpough service to Chicago and St. Lmui and improving Chesslds

access .to the ?H%ladELph&a Newark, and Allentown Markets. o
‘ The Norfolk. and Western would aguire two new connec zbin %QuﬂpssAkt would
1ink its lines. via New Castle, Ind., through the purchase of PC lines; and
would acquire trackage rights over PC between Hagerstown, Md ogana Vwo}a - P

: USRA .estimated that the reglcw rail freight would be divided dwpravxmafe
is follows: 37 % to GonRail, 32% to Gh933369 217 %o the N&W ama 10 paf0¢zh
‘to the smaller solvent fO&dSo
- The plan ‘recommends that the P”’% ﬁov&hQaQt L@rvidgr between Waqhﬁng@cn
and Boston be acquired or lessed by Amtrak and becowe basically-a pessenger
‘route, with most freight movements shunted to parrallel Yines, W
: South#rn Railway would acgfiire the PC's m3inlines on'the Delmarva Penﬁa(
and, with the Norfolk car float, would be able to provide thrcugh service
from the South 4o Wilmington, D@lnsand the Delaware Bay ATSR .
The D&H and the BiM would joinily. provide service Tor New Epw;amd

. -The plans aal& for the governmenl to p”@vxdu Cur Rai) with 1. 8 billion
during 1976=80 for rehabilmta@icﬁy capiﬁai invesy ments, workiag ﬁapi*ang
~and early operating losees o o

o > 5 o» w» @n e  ou e e am  Gm en &3 Gb  en  on  an ép s @ e om wv wa am e»  a»  so ome @ @ @ o o & =

‘From PJY axwlm@ivlyw';um@w has 4@ thaﬁ ten Reading Alao {-630's3,. origin-
ally beleived to be in storage (five in Reading, five in Pumberf@rd§ are
back out on the road again, or ab led&t most of them are. One unit bao even:
been spotted wearing ﬁhe new solid greon co?oufs of the Hea&*ngg Can any-
one verify this .

oend aii 1rotoﬁlplcal Wi%dom t@ the,lltt?e old m@an Edit.or9 Franik,
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PEITOTYR ISAE JISDOM

S RS

gw@up of seven RDC cars {rom various rpads anud
¢ on.the R@%almg between the Reading Terminal an ‘
ar a the. commemorative "Valley Forge 'wnfese” s
nars are currently beingz completaly refurbished wivh
Now thers are twe versions of vhe story: ﬂnu sta)
1 be nsed in the bicenbenw&al train, and after the
“they will be pud in regular service on the Rsading, su
The other version of the storie states that the old Re
be painted up real prettv with their cars, and SEPTA
Valley Forge Fxpress. The FP- 7°s currently operate on v
between Philadelphia and Reading twice @ day. If this ic

will go right into service on the "Reading Txmre@s” rung,
Bizentennial the FF-7's will be scrapped. In either case get
ttose FF=7's now while they're still in their old vintage ﬁeaa*w“

e e 2

‘:é bt o

? & 1\~,b J@rx)o
Virtually all of the old Q@adln& Alco RS units are now oun of service,
at least on the Heading. You can 3%&11 see them on the ONJ, L&NF, and the
few other roads that purchased a few of the vintage Alco's, Also guot about-
all of the Reading’s EMD GP-7's are now out of %err¢@¢9 and dozens of ‘em
can be seen lined . uo in storage at the Reading nops awaiting the Tor@ho
One or two of %the unlts even bear the new RPaQiﬁg solid grzen paint job,
the?% are a few in the gresn and yellew, and the w28t in “the @w1g¢aa1 olive.
Peen. he new 7D GP-39-2°s ju”t ﬁb@uu now £111 out the roster, displacing
,ﬁbﬁ old Aleo/EMD fleet, ’ ,
, Chessie DCB3SN®T LIKE ﬁdbozgi ﬁhum Conlail g es into effeet , and the
majority of the Rsading 1s turned over to Chessie, they probably won't keep
the remaining Alrﬂ power in service too long. mhl& means that the C-4384%s
and C-430%s will be"lame ducks” at the time of tho tdk@ﬁV%“ and only &
metter of time ?4L11 Cheseile does. away with them. Get your picﬁures while
you Can.
SEPTA announces that the route 23 trolley line will be restored ¢¢ full
service oy early fall., The line, the longest trollsy route in the world,
has had busses running on it for the last three momths due to the construc-
tien of & new sewar sysvem in the NVerth Philadelphia area. All the streets
in that neighborhood have been torn up for quite a while and the trolley
service had to be halted. 3u%, alas, it won't be long before the clang of
PCC wheels are heard once more on Garmantown Ave, ‘

Treckin' up North {continued)  Qur next stop was the D&H main at Cob-
bleskill, NY, where we caught some fantastic.switching aotlon ﬁzncludln an
Aleco that smokea up more than the American Freedom Train) H #5074 ,honerary
AR ¢ecomot1veg nicknamed "Smckey Joe"-Ed.) We spent the re@t @f the d
chasing D&l freights on the way to the Starruwcca Viaduct, By this blme we
‘were powerful hungrye 8o we stepped off at a. local Carrol's restursunt{restu
raun@h’) for some grub. Some grub! My miilkshake tasted like mud! John and “d
continued on tO the viaduet, promising to megt us there.(Maybe they were’
tr jinw o0 tell us something us something, whatta? you think, branxg

We finally reached the viaduct and, as promised, John and Fd wermjwé ting.

Also pwesent was non other than foxmer TAMR president, (continued on @go 23)
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BY AL TILLOTSON

This past JA%& and f W? my f&mzly took tﬂ@lr early trek "over the
hills and through the woods ©o grandma’s,..", headlng out to the flatlands
of Kensas and Nmnrabka With a bit of persuwadtion {and a lot of arm
twisting) trains p¢ayed a grﬂat r&mo lm,where we weno and how long we
Look to gﬂt tker@uw»ﬁ .

“June 21- not mue

- where we camped
tv@cks in Wh

. ?ume 2
and” u@@ettl

by ;ubt a shwrtstM1p ovev.l~Q0 to Fern Ridge, PA,
the night. A short {5 .minutes worth) at the pshlvh Valley'
te Haven ycijdwa ncth@mgg par for the Vellev. -
Sunaaf7mﬂﬁ?ito Ymunysﬁﬁwns Ohio with 211 its st eel m141
At Yo '&u@wnf,wb@~?&L ~housed some MPI§'g, SWi1500's,a few
GPig and onw B@vt@n & Matvie GP-207 Another treat was two PC F7is lug-
ging dwlnau r,\“”yx; w ”ﬂ¢ortan&t1§, the Ray Hakim 7-800 number was

‘ K@ly‘P‘hﬁﬁéwtmn@\Diraptlongfto go to Seranson)and 1 was
) themwamr@ﬁaba;t
me P&a?,sbo%

& .of- th\. L Brier Hill faeilities
- awt@laphot@ <L lueckily got the
cgmbzned wlth tha st%el ml&i
i M’L)_ SR
day o r@msmb@rn,ﬁwa@ 4 %@aBO {yes9
e 2l bracks to uhmtc&xip and ride #29,
train, Tine exposires: turned out
siing e Family plcked me up at
m,@;Imt@;stateo As we
roe e,prﬂiud for anything
nri&ﬁg 0? a brlcgcfl aughu
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st cn . the BY main

s8ing through the

W

kS
in Minden, N¥,That .night olayed Host to Amtrak ;
cornfields of Fdisons Lo R
June 27 (Fridav!i-This was the gt »Frwhat was to come. We had to

travel the short diztance betuee nd Nortih Platte, We soon took
%o RTE 30, which psrralles the UP. Caught two esastbounds, than the

whole North Platte scene, “including ‘one of the largest engine tsrminals

in the USA, plus the two hump yards there. Sighted here, of gourse UP,

hui. also CRIP (two paint schemes), BN, Milwaukee Rozu, Norfolk and

Western, plus one Friscco unit, Later that evening I photogrdphed two
- westhound pool freights of ‘the UP-North Western nature,both lsad by
UsgCrsi o T S

June 28 {Saturday)~ Plans called for us to travel today from North
Platte To Louglas,Wyoning. This stint would include a good portion { 11
trains, all eastbound} of ‘the UP mein from Horth Platte %o Cheyenne.

This is where 1 developed my now famcus technique of jumping over barbed
wire fences along highways to get photos. Always keep vour camera in
your right hand, about eye level. If vou should trip and fall (as I did
ten times totally) you land on your right elbow. This keeps vour camera
out of danger. [Though you get killed in the process!- "d,)

June 29 (Sunday)- No trains, except for a CHVW chop nose GP7 at
Casper, Wyoming. This pari of wyoming sees onl¥ a tri-weekly CNW local
{the trackwork on this line makes the Susquehanna west of Midland Park
look like 2 mainline speedway, for all of those familiar with the NYSW),

The BN also runs 2 welded rail CTC line through %4hils area, bnt of course
nothing went through.

The next fow days were spent at ¥ellowstone and Grand Teton parks.

July 2 (Wednesday)- camping next to the UP main in Farmington, Utah,
Freight action 24 hours & day. CGot out to Heber City, UT, where we road
the Steam Powered "Heber Crezper”, That evening was the Pinniele {as far
as I'm concerned) of my vaction photography, when I caught an Fspee
frelght led by a Cetton Bely tuanel motor, with plenty of sunr and blue
sky, with the Wasatch mountains in the background at Ogden, ¥tah, Fantastic!

July 3,{Thursday)- Another day of traveling {wha%t else have we beem
doing?) as we took to the road between 8alt lake ity and Cheyenne. The
highlite of the day was a train meey between two UP freights at Reck Springs
one, a westpound, had 6 units and 151 cars, the eastbound had eight units
with 13L cars. To get shets of this, we pulled over on the side of I-80,
ran full speed and jumped a fence tripped over snother one, than ran across
the tracks, just in time. True,Railfannlngi {(idiocey) A little later I
caught anogher train meet at Buford, WY, although photos of this were
with a telephoto from a moving car. That night, I caught the UP Centenials
heading west over Sherman, including trree MUed on a TO¥C train, :

July 4 (Friday), another good, if not the best day for overall action
on the whole trip. 10 different trains, shot in 14 different places, theee
meets, and lots of stpbpinglthe car on US 30, We were heading east, and were
overtaken by six eastbound freights in nine places! They were going

faster than our 55mph {glthough I thig%~our average speed was a (contimed)

(continued) I caught a BN U-boat snd a GP-20 heading ea

Yt >
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