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Wall, here it is the second issus of the Phoobe Snow and already It bohind my pmo-
jectad schedule. I had intonded to have this sent out by this time (23rd Oct-
oboy) but had delayed typing it up baecause I was waiting for the stationary
store to get in a bundle of black di%to stencils to replace this sickoning PId¢#
purple. But alas, they seem to ba perpstuslly oub of black dltto stonecils, oven
when I speeially order tham.

So, this purple will have to suffice. I did manage %0 pick up some rod md groen
stemeils and have used tham abova. I think it improves the Thoebe someowheot.

Bat what will improve the Phoebe wil® te YOU. As I said in the first iddue,
this is going ba a terribly dull proﬁucu,.on it everyithing has to be writien
by myself. The responss 0 date has not beer particularly exeiting. *Every nmem
ber of the New England Reglon has been sent a copy of thse first issus, or will
receive it along +dith this, the secomd, copy. I stated what my intentions were
t'at timo and I shall not FAFAL repcat thom.

There are more TAMR nombors from outside of the NIR who are subscribing to the Thoebe
than are NER membsers. I hopo that ¥ hat ic not an indieation of how things
will staye. DPerhaps you forgot sbout it. I is possidle. So while this copy
is ffesh in your nimd; send in your subsoripbicn today.

\t least do it by this time in Docember. This will bo the ‘last frecbie issue you will
receive. I knot that sownds terribly nmoney-mongerish, but it is simply econcmies.
I am not a muitisbillion-dollay conplomerato who could stbsidize anybthing that
docs not make a profit (not that NER is supposed 10}, far from it. I simply
cammot afford to ¢ Ftinually serd copic: of this pitblication to everybody, If
“lhers is a purple “X¥ next 4o your nsme in the addroess, you don't have to worry=
your payment has been received end aceredited to your name and you will receive
future issues winterrupied.

There are a lot of new mombers receiving this for the first time, To them I say wel= .
cane 0 not on fhe NER, but the TAMR. Enjoy yourself,

To the rest of you. I say what I have said previously. This is your paper. Ihake use
of it. I welcome anything ycu care t0 som¢. Sond it with the intent to have it
printed-here and it will be. That{ is a guarantaea Sand in any comuonts, good
AND bad. critieiems. thoushtBSosves 1331137112 (Do I have to bag you?)

Soon a8 I put a new stencil into this machine. I'11 eonclude the saga of the Toronto
Convontion and print the first ari cle submitted to the Thoshe Snow along with
anything clse that comes to nind,
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To bogin there I left off last tims 1

We returned 0 our Hotel (the Kind BEddy for thos of yau who dontt remenber o werent®d
there) ‘s somewhat piocemeal fashion. I came Bhome® on the 2200 GO train Tron
Minico (adjacent to the lakeshore clubhouse). In spitc of the fact tlatb ¢
Toon vas unused for Just about all aftornoon and ovening, the maid(s) somshow

managed NOT to make up our beds. I quick phone call 4o room (dis)service APUfHILA
sanowhat straightened out that nix up Then cthor nombers bsgan to retumm to
their respestive roamns.

And of course, general mayhen thoen broke ou®., Ralph BeBjasi dropped a quarter into
the bed vibrator and I had to oit thru 20 minutes of a vibrating bed. Tom Papa=-
doas bogan his Amtrak prome speoch. Gary Tenpeo began t0 arpue with e gbout
the "fimer" points of machine style politics (opsli Cehei-cwa-gwo). Upstairs
Bengt liten vms creating the usual discussion and disasters, I won't o into
that because I nover did find out wlat it was all abouwk.

Ron Hicks, thil Sifmonds and ILloyd Neal sorta fell into bed and had a discussion aboout
somothing, or other, the precise toplie of vhich agcapes my pomory at the prosont. And
things esttled dovm enough for us to go to sleep ~ or so we thoughb.

Bongh and Company got the super idea (st least thatts what they thought it was) to go
have a good tims on Yong Street. I must detour a bit hore and explain that Yonge
Street by day is fine. But by night, it gets a bit "rounchy" (to use a favourite
word of 1. DeBlazi). 'So where we had four (later five) TAMR mombers going .out
to ses the sighis of Yonge Syreet at 0100 or thersabouts.

Later discucsion revefiled that thors wers some gights to sseili It seems that Tom
Devenny bought a rose and went around 1ooking thru the wihdows of all ofthe res-

taurants trying to see what he could find with his rose. Woll, ho didn®t find any..
thing, bui thoy sure found himi I didn®t ses it myself, bud relieble porsons
(Steve Harper for example) later teatified that five very attractive "ladles of
the night? were most intxigued by his rose and came foruard for a closer oxahl
ination, and ¢ o« =

Tom vmen®*t quite up to it I puess, far he quickly returned to the hotel -~ and bed.
Tor1 Papadeas also did likeulse {ho was the fifth porson 0 join the Yonge Street
Expedtionary Forece), lorning caye $00 soom.

But it wvms a good noming. Sonowhat cool. but with a very decemt sume Phil, I.EK’)Jﬂ.
and myself trekked off to breakfast. e returned 4 and went to the nuntmg
Room where the days?! activities were to be held., Alrcady thers was cut first
gueast speaker of the day - lre J. A. Brom, Reil Opcrations Enginesr for the
Provincial (Ontario) Govermont and specifically its GO Tpansit operaotion.

Irs BRowa prosented a very oxcellent slide shar deseribving the oporation of GO Trane
8it. The devolopmsnt of GO was covered firam its earliest beginmings thru to
its opening day -~ in Iy of 1967 - and to its prosent day successful status.
M¥Mr. Drowm also handed oub plans of tho GO equipront (strotched (P40%s far nover
ond unique lightweight cars fa carrying people) so that we eculd all go home
and create our o G0 Transit®s. I for one will get around to doing jJust that
ona of thozs days.

The Toronto Tpansit Commission put in én appearancs. Messrs, Willianm Hayward and Ted
Wiekson provided another amply illustrated preosentation of the historical devel-
opnient of the TTC sincc its fo nding in 1921 vwith the amalgamaticn of the sever-
al strest railvay compenies that wsre then in operation. The construction of
Canada?s first subvay in 1954 undsr Yong Street and later expansion with a branch
under Bloor and Danforth Sbtrects was detailed as were the present ay oporations.




It will be noted with 1 1ish by %trrction fans that the TTC has definitely decid-
ed to rotain its streetcars in one fornm or anothor. Vhat probably will hanpen é&s
that the routes will be cut dam to faur trunk lines and now cars be ordersd o
aplae the aglng fleet of PCCts,

After the TTC concluded, the actual member activitles began. The photo contest, swit-
ching conbest, mambers? slide show, asuchions of prizes won Or magazines confige
caied from Bengt, and so on were run off. I personally do net rsmember exactly
all that happened during that afterncon., Perhaps we can get Steve Harper 10 give
us the details of the chobo contest. Phil called off the switching contest as
it seemed that nobody could crack his devilishly designed switching challenge,
One thing that vias definitely found out at the Convention was that NMRA tape/
glide clinics leave a lot to be desired ~ especially if the omnss we saw vere
any indication,

Aoctually, the time was well spent. I stly it was evwsrybody doing whatever interssted
hin the most as the contests wsre run simltaneously. I‘cmbers —ot t¢ !mov eceh
other, come for the first time - and that I foel as the vhele murnoso of the
o' vention: to rot te octunlly hysica 1y et scmocono “:hie ag Just a si-nnturo
or nane. 411 a-peared 4¢ onjoy it.

The Banguet ~as naxt ¢n the zsonda. “hatovor it was (I de not remerber), it as pmocde
Nesort ias peach Melba - which I foun? to bo delicicus. Uteve il rror W0 Uus a
word of enecurfagenent before difcing in himself.

iftercards 1% was off to the llodol Rail wwad J1lub of Toeronto via PCC car. I raust nde
rit that I masn's 23l the enttus:d abeut visiting on C seale layeut - ever if it
yms "the b-st" one arcund, But, T -ms extromoly pleasantly surprised. ietb cnly
aid I havoe a sood time, but I actus’ly bogsan to wonder if I shouldn't tale my
1 scale equipient (vhiich I hed just r~otten in a gap ¢ 1y HO going ond N eering)
for 0 senle, The IRCT will make enycne g sgo what the a%tirsetiaa of O senle is.

All too soon the cvenin~ drew to a close. as the Zonvention itself 24d the follorin -
day. /e uere up by 0900 and asserblad dam at Union St=ticn tc borin~ cmr tcur
of GC Transit. Unfortunnstely, Stove Harper and Tom Devermey had to loave that
rarnin~ to return to Roehestor and thence to Thiladelphia. Tom rapadens -nd I
caut them of £ on the CP/T &B Daylinor for Bulffulo.

Tho GO Troin arrived and we -wers of £ for "ickering - on o commioer train in an urdan
arca coing 80 mph. DBeat that here in the statesi! /nd a smoothe ride also!
Tter the 15 minute layuver at lickering (22 miles sast of Toranto) we wers .
off for !indco (7 niles west of Toronto) on the same train. limiec staticn is
adjaccont to GO's illowbrcok “aintonance Depot - the turmet of ourselves.

o uere lucky aid had thrno locos in and 2 good camrlemont of ezrs., hotcorarhs -rero
eazerly ta'en of auythin~ and everything. iothing escaped ‘e vi «wfinder ¢f
TALR caneras. ‘lo nade the rest of ocur heur. Just before vie left we all -athered
tepathor cn the Iront of GO GP4 TG 9800 for the o”fickal TALR 1972 Terontc Conve
ention thoterraph - o Tittin- end to o rogt o-joyeble tire,

Back cnto the GO Train =nd we woro derosited swiftly and cenlertuably baek =2t Uniom
S5t20 cne an. there, tho Coivern ‘on offieially closed. - cet members irvr.edictoly
returned the tho I'ing B3dy a2nd b oan -wthorines their els thes, scuvenicrs, nrizes,
thcurhts, ideas tocether :nad scoberad themselv s up for the ulti-<te return to
home -~ whoreever that i ht have been

It is somewvhat varue ns to hew cverybedy loft Tor Laradoas end Tary Telpeo ainyed
an 2xtra lay nd then Tlow to oI cage. Ileyd Lical arn” Jahn lleld drcvo bael to
Buffalo .dth ne, storpins te sec Tisoars Falls on the way. Bon t left sor CHt-
avrae. hil »nd 2on Gl'ed it bl +° the .hlls there rhil's narents yiclied than
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o Lloyd and John vere picked up at Iy plaie to stay the night et Phil's before
flying out the ext morning.

And tha s the end of what I have ¢o say about the Convention., I believe that T can
safely say thai s good time vas had by all, While I have not been to previous
TAMR conventions, those who wers said tkat the Toronio get vogether was the best
yebo

What about next year? BOb Polasky is itching for either Detroit or Chicago. Both
places would make a good place, but I personally think that future conventions
should be held in the western portion of this contry or Canada., All conventions
thus far have been Y held in the eastern portion: St Louis, New York end Toranto.
Perhaps it is time to have oOne in the sauth of plains or wesi coasghs
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The Tirst thing many of you will saw when you see this cowm will bs, "What good
will scenery do me? I don's even have the tracakage in." You may then say something
to the effe { that thers just isn't encugh to building sce nery to warrant a whole cole
ums If you asked either of these cuestlons, I suggest you put down your milk andcooks
ies and read om,

If yoar have ever seen my oun K& _T_@As__g you will notice that I don't have any seenery
eithaer, This is because I'm always tearing up my track plans biying to hit a closer med-
ium between what I can model and what I want., One thing I did ¢ in every pike I ever
made is to provide Tor the scenery before I started to build the layouhi. Hegleot this
planning and you are sare t0 have a maze of uninteresting trackagzse which is bound for an
early gravs.

Ron Hbekss New York, New Haven and Buffaleo has a problem similar to this. He has
fully half of his pike enclosed in a sort of box on top of his plke. He runs trackage
inside and on top of the box. When you lock up from Buffale, you immediately see New
Haven Termingl forty fseet above it, This lea es a perscn with an imsettling feeling of
something not quite right. Being that he is modeling a particular type of urban surroun-
dings there isn®t wch you can do with it unless the entire pike undergoes a major change.

This colwm will not deal so muech on which is the best method $0 make mountaims,
roads; stireams, lakes, ett. I;sbead I shall write about why you stould-put that mountain
there, ho i snOLd 100k a cerﬁam wayv and ’nhe vy it will effett the rest of the scen~
ery. For this job, I shall need your help, Write any interesting technigues or effects
you have fouand. Tell ths rest OF ug about a..n penulat'ii‘v you have found in the terrain

aveund rour home, Tell us of your experiencs with seensry, Sped it to me apd I°11 -ut
it in this ‘.o‘!umr or gond in e seperate ar inle, 3

Rqﬁmﬁ‘bey, wothont seenery thers wouldn't be o prototype, so any modeller who forgets

it 1%t being remlishie.
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.

Well . thet will do it for +Hhis "ssue, T'vre covered all I set out t0. T received this
one article and used it, just like I said I would. The next issie has nothing planned,
so it will bs an excellent opportuni y for you to let the rest o’ us know sbout some
nest trick you developed, or the history of your. pike, or anythiie else yoi want to

sa 8a¥. But above all, remember: his is your pape . A1l I 30 is the typing.

Se- you next tims}






