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Well, before I beglr, there’s a feu
last minute items I need to throw in
that didn’t make the TAMR News column.
First off, we‘ve just received 3 nev
member, our only one in the last month.
That should change quickly when the re-
sults of *ALL ABOARD IN 792" come in.
Anyway, our new member, from the Canad-
ian/International Pegion is:

Michae! Blusson
470 W, 37th Ave.
Yancouver, B.C.
Canada VoY 2N3

Also, [ just received the name of
the vinner of the Layout Letter Contest.
And the winner is....ovvvvvvnnn

David Thompson!!!

David will ceceive 3 railroad car
in his scale of his choice. David wrote
a nice letter, but more impressive was
the article he wrote to go along with it

about a3 Horthern Caltiforniz Shortline
that he designed. The track plan was
good, it was well thought-out, and it
gave enough infermation for somecre to
build it. Also, his description of hov
to switch the cars gave a real sense of
completeness to the article. The fact
that this layout is desianed fcr cpera-
tion, not just running trains, was aise
a factor in its selection.

How that that is out of the v
would like to say ancther big tha
to all who are supporting TAMR in g
different, but all well-zppreciated,
uays. Feep working at it, you’ve been
great so far!

As everyone’s aware, schee! is back

in. It was a majer accemplishment for
me to get this issue out, 1 thank God I
vas able te find th° t*me this list
weekend to get it dope. It’s been dif-
ficult, but don’t ”qrrl, 1711 continue
to ge* your Hotbox to you on-time, ind

hepefullv each month

v
gelisr,

c t0 pe what it is. We have
s¢ mucb potentiz!, out unfortunately d
to scme bad ieadership in the past, and
veoole vho just didn’t plan zhead for
what micht happen, we have been severely
v, [ heleive the nevt sixy to
onths will determine the future
t's all oitch-in and
rticles, pass out fly-
s 3nd set-up tables
terature (or beth?,
er to he:p uith 1 position, get
in your region and heip promete
afly, That’c just 2 small por-
tion cf the iittie, everyday things you
It makes TAMP great
Believe me, ! have tons
of fyn doing the HCTROY every month, and
even with my busy scheduie T find time,
so certzinly YOU (Yes, YOU) can do one
fittle thing such 35 I listed. Try it!!
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can do to heip out.

for evervone,

Pittsburgh, Marieta, & Ironton Railroad

"Haullng big loads for big industry.”
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The cexr end of CN Evtra
arrives in Midiuvnoware on

e Dovnt Palls and Micluvno-
ision layout. The TOFC cars are
Ra
as

lad (D (9, e

*f“' Vr"n ange and the caboose was sc-
ratchbuilt described in the January
1900 HOTBOYX. (Photo by: Mike Yan)

BOTTOM: Taking the place of ca-
hooses, or in this cise running on the
rear of cne, are rear-end devices that
communicate to the focomotive 31! the
information that normaliy would come by
the conducter on the cab. This CH FRED
is at Calder Yards in Edmonton in June
of 1990, FRED’s have virtually elimi-
nated cahs on Class ! railroads. (Photo
by: Hike Yan)
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Seibmissions

The TAMP HOTBOY depends almost en-
tirely on its readers for its material.

T# vou have article

vant tor

s for publication or
espond to one of our columns,

send them to the fellowing people:

Modeling Tips.....
TAME Clinic..vonns.
The Traction Motor...
A1l cther submissicns..

N 11 G €11
vever.o.John Peichel
..... 2achary Gooch
....Phil ¥Michaels

1992

Guidelines for Submissions:

Style, content- Your own writing

style is fine with us; remember, you are
among friends. Do you have grammar
trouble? Let the editors worry about
that. The ideas of vhat you write are
vhat is impertant. As for content, we
will accept almost anything on modeling,
painting, scenery, electronics, layouts,
ind the prototype. Just make sure that
it will be of intrest to a majority of
readers.

Typing- Typing is not required, as
most everything we receive is retyped
into a computer. But it will save the
eyes of the editors, so please do so if
You can.

Artwork- A1} dravings and arctwork

are preferred to be done in black ink,
but it is not required. Please send two
copies {f possible.

Photos- Black and white photos gen-
erally work best, but coler prints will
come cut fine also. Photos taken in low
light just don’t print well, so try to
send brighter photos. Also, make sure
that they have good contrast. Please
send caption material with your photos.
Capticn material should include the lo-
cation, date, and any other essential
information.

Next Month:

If all goes as planned, the contest
winners vill be printed next month., A
report on the progress of 'ALL ABOARD IN
‘92* will be given. TAMR Clinic, TAMR
News, The Traction Motor, and Train Ord-
ers vill all be back as usual. We hope
you are enjoying these regular features.
There will be product reviews and model-
ing tips, and next month we also will
introduce the latest from the TAMP Pro-
motion Department, the Video Exchange
Program. Let’s all continue to promote
the TAMD and get “ALL ABCARD IN r92*1t11
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TAMR CLINIC

by John Reichel

This column is a revival of the column
started by Pete Schierloh and Roger Bal-
winski back when Pete was the Hotbox
editor. Il take questions from members
(or prospective members) and try to
answer as well as I can. Some of you are
likely to have ideas I haven't thought of,
or maybe you disagree with my advice.
So let me know! I'll work your ideas into
a future edition of the TAMR Clinic.

I should add that I was really pleased
that Hotbox readers responded to Chris
Strauss' question about how to model a
frozen lake. The answers were very
creative and helpful.

First off, we have several questions from
a prospective member named Jasper
Nettles, who lives in Bella Vista, Arkan-
sas. Jasper is a 15-year-old N scale
modeler. I model in HO, so I hope my
answers are not too far off for N scale.
How does a remote uncoupler
work?

In N scale, there are two kinds of coup-
lers: Kadee and Rapido-type. The Rapi-
do-type is plastic, really big, and kind of
unrealistic-looking, but it comes on a lot
of cars and engines. Kadee couplers
have an L-shaped picce of metal hanging
down that looks like a brake hose.

For uncoupling, a Rapido-type uncoup-
ler presses up on the plastic pins
underneath the couplers, and the cars
separate.

With Kadee couplers, 2 magnet (perma-—
nent magnet for yard trackage or elect-
romagnet for mainlines) causes the
couplers to open up. As you pull one
car away, the couplers swing away from
each other. Then, when you push the
cars back together (as long as you start
out over the uncoupler), you can keep
pushing without the couplers locking.
‘FThat way, you can push the cars as far as
you want and leave them there. It's 2a
very nice feature (which Kadee calls
"Magne-Matic") and is great for
switching,.

1
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Also, your trains will run better with
body-mounted Kadee couplers than with
truck-mounted Rapido-type couplers.

Which 1is better: snap track or
Slexible track?

I recommend snap track for beginners
(and even for more advanced modelers)
because you don't have to cut the track.
Flex track is great because you can
curve it to any radius you want, but the
inside rail always has to be cut.

Later on, try some flex track for long
straightaways. When you find that you
need to cut it, use a razor saw (a fine-
toothed saw that's available in hobby
shops), rail nippers (like wire cutters),
or a Dremel moto-tool (with a cutting
disk like "The Good Ones" brand).

There's nothing wrong with using snap
track and flexible track on the same
layout. They're the same height. If
someone offers you some of the old-
style flex track with fiber tics, beware
that it is not as high as new (plastic tie)
track and needs to be shimmed up to
proper height. Also, because the [iber
ties warp when they're wet, paintthem
with shellac to protect them when you
do your ballasting and scenery.

What's a ground throw?

A ground throw is a device used to
manually throw a switch (turnout).
Ground throws are smaller and more
realistic than most built-in switch ma-
chines. Caboose Industries makes a wide
variety of ground throws (and switch
stands, which are similar), T prefer the
ones with a built-in spring. You can buy
ones with a little indicator, shaped like a
weather vane, that moves to show which
way the switch is thrown,

Well, that's all for now. Look for more
questions and answers in an upcoming
column.

From the gesw
TAME Secretary:

cf Davig Thompsern,

Thig report uill be the first re-
port of the TAMP Secretzry in quite 3
vhile, In this and ‘u'ure mrnth'" re-
pcres T uwill decumen
new mempers so t.at tne m,mcerah!p haS 3
better idea of just hov the organization
is aoing. [ wtill zlso report on the

progress of promstiona! camps 1qqe such
35 “ALL ABQAPD 1] 192" 35 thev pertain
tC memnership,

in the month of August, TAHR re-
ceived one nev memner xnd had nire mem-
pers reney, Fignt mempers receive
- ir i35t Hotpow in August. I have re-
g ¢n renevsl from these memoers,

frogy, F

e vour list Hotbox., T urge 3l of
you te orepew L stiv, 1 aiso urge veu
to trv 1o ame neu mempers for TAMP,
ig ve zre lesing many olcer members. If

€y v L
:1‘(

1
i

o @
—— Y e (D
e ez
~- (o

Ly

vou have 3ny suggestions on how ve can
ccmnat this trenag, plezse write to me or
Phii Michaels (Zqdresses cn page three).

The TAMP lievs column will expand
next month, put this menth there just
visn’t encugh room. Here are some re-
cent 2daress chinges, the new addresses
are listed: Joha RBossi IIl has 3 neu
2ip code, it is 11386; Jerzld Anderson,
CMLY Bov 224, Subase Ylond, Groton, CT.,
0340 (Stii Horthezst Pegiond,

[l
r

Tn regargs to the Hothoy, things
zre goino smosthiy, but the liser-print
thing may not hapeen. I'mostill waiting
te find out, Phzse i1 of "ELL ABOAPD ‘1%
02 is the ney promotional flyer that
s enciosed. Io:lev the instructicns
from iast month s rorboe. TAMP nov has
3 new Auditer, Eric Boone, his address
is on page three, If 3nvone wants 2
copy of the neviy revised TAMP Constitu-
tion & 3v-lays, urite to vour Pegionzl
Pep, lastiy, lel’s get some regionz!
things going !%%. More news navt month,



Products

By Tom Matthews

The laat thing I hive to mentlon a-
bout Kadee products is the trucks and
draft gear extensions. Yadee trucks
come assembled with springs in their
wheels (non-magnetic). Thev make a
talgo type with couplers but you have to
mount the couplers vourself. Yadee ilso
makes draft gear extensions for use on
passenger cars which is quite handy as
nost of us are not using !50° radius
curves ind body mounted couplers will
Just not work,

While you’re out there busting your
hebby budget, here is a little thing to
get that will not cost much, RIY PRC-
DUCTS makes a hand uncoupler that really
works great,

(Editor’s note: This is the last
of four articles that Tom sent me last
January, He’s been 3 big help and |
hope evervone has been encouriged to try
Yadee couplers. Thank you Tom!!!)

CGroffit

By Mike Yan

Although an eyesors in real-life,
garffiti can be a realistic touch to a
modern, urban mode! scepe, I have
found a method of simulating graffiti
that is inexpensive and simple to use.
Al you need is some typewriter correc-
tion tape (not ribbon), available in
rolls frem most stationers. The tape
has paper on one side and white correc-
tion material on the cther. It werks
much like carben paper or dry transfer
decals. Place a smail piece ¢f the tape
vhite side doun on 3 surface such as a
boxcar or the wall of a building. Then,
using 3 sharp penci!, write the desired
message on the paper side. The pattern
will transfer to the surface neatly and
easily. Unfortunately, the material
does not come off easily if you make a

- -mistake. An eraser will remove the

white materia!, but tends to leave a
smear behind. Make your cities as dirty
and vandal!ized as you want, but remember
to keep the real cities clean!
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If you're a member cf the NMRR(lat-
ional Model Railroad Association), you
have probab!y heard of SIG's. SIC
stands for Special Intrest Group, and
there are 3 lot of them for just about
every categery vou can think of, There
is even z SIG that specializes in Heinz
pickle cars!

One SIG has become very opular re-
cently, and it counts some of the top
moce! riilroagers, such is John Arm-
streng and Tony Foester, among its
rinks, [It’s the Layout Design SIG. In
additien to short neusletters, they’ve
put out several issues of Layout Design
Hews that are almost as !cng as some
books! - These icsues are packed with in-
formation that contain no ads--just lcts
of track-planning, dravings, and charts,

nut

LDN is where the latest hi-tech
layout designs are proposed and challen-
ged. Because some of the authors enjoy
layout design but don’t have a layout of

their cwn, they can spend all their time

designing track plans. Therefore, you
can get the benefit of their expertise
without having to learn everything by
yourself,

The SIG is kind enough to send the
TAMP free issues of LDH, which you can
bocrow by writing to me, You can find
out much about such subjects as the Br-
andon-style pyramid helix, industrial
trackage design, staging yards, double
and triple-deck layouts, spiral ease-
ments, and cosmetic curves.

Don’t worry if you don’t have

aclk

lssues

The offer is still the same as it
vas in July. If you’re interested in

TAMP’s past, or would just like to have
copies of some older Hotboxes, write to
the Editor and request what issue num-
bers you want and how many copies of
each issue you would 1ike. They are

oly $1.00 per copy, so urite now to
receive your very own back issues of the
TAMR Hotbox! Issues 239-272 are still
in steck. For more see page five of the
July 1992 Hotbox.

FEEFF XXX XXX R R L XXX

You can now "check-out" back jssues
from the Editor for .25 cents each, The
issues must be returned within a month
of the day they are postmarked. You
must first write to the Editor to get a
liability waiver to sign, and once this
is returned you will receive your Hot-
boxes. Any lost damaged, or late will
require a $1,00 fee. Thank-you.

Design SIa

erough room for a complicated layout.
LDN contains plenty of material about
small layouts. Mo room for a layout at
all? Ho problemo, dude. Just curl up
in a chair and read LDH, taking notes
the vhole time so someday you can build
that dream layout.

The Layout Design SIG has a gener-
ous offer for TAMR members: You can save
$8 on the membership dues. Instead of
the regular $15, send $7 to:

Richard Steinmann, Circulation/Lay-

" out Design, 2412 Myrtle Lane, Reston,

Virginia, 22091.

They don’t 1ist the dues for youth
members outsidethe U.S., so I suggest
asking him. [t should be about $10 U.S.
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Teen Association of o Steve Schwenk

Model Railroaders TAMR Treasurer
1800 E. 38th St. P. 0. Box 7
Oakland, CA 94602 Monroe, OH 45050

TEEN ASSOCIATION OF MODEL RAILROADERS
FINANCIAL STATMENT
January 1, 1992 - July 20, 1992

SUMMARY
January 1, 1992 Checking Balance 641.57
January 1, 1992 Savings Balance p 0
Income January 1 - July 20, 1992 .88
TOTAL 1005.%5

Expenses January 1 - July 20, 1992 -674,
July 20, 1992 TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS ‘*330.%2
July 20, 1992 Checking Balance 330.46
July 20, 1992 Savings Balance 0
ANALYSIS OF INCOME

Dues* 352.00 96.74%

Hotbox Sales 8.75 2.40%

Other 3.13 0.86g
TOTAL 363.88 100.00%

ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES

Hotbox Printing/Postage 439,57 65.12%
Promotional Printing/Post. 105.97 15.70%
1992 Directory 85.45 12.66%
Dues Returned Unpaid L4 .00 6.52%

TOTAL 675.99 100.00%

#20 Memberships Paid since 1-1-92 (Regular, Associate & Sustaining)

All figures are true and correct signed _:ZéQVJL fi;é£¢¢é¢%7

TAMR Treasurer



A Message from the Treasurer:

Dear TAMP members,
T want to thank
me the opporunity t

surer over the past

s change over such 3
h rs don’t. Many TAMR
a
e
om

everyone *or al‘w'-
e

D o
b

.Q-O

nd gone and postage
buf the TAP rema

hus |

'hrottle aver to Sﬁmeone uho stijl
into this category.

I also wish to pass on 3 speciil

thznk vou to all persens whe were in-
strumental in the TAMR’s reorganization.
John Peiche! is doing a great job as

Pivat Bin with prospectus for new mem-

bers and has spent countless hours oroa-
nizing this year’s convention, Phi]
continues to do an excelient job in pub-

lishing the HOTBO¥---our #1 priority.
His issues are alvays fine-leoking and
op-time!---3 new TAMP concept! -Ha ha,
[Honest evrycne, I didn’t pay him for
that line!---ed.! To all members who
have written articles and letters to the
HOTBOX---vour active participation is
greatly appreciated, keep them coming!
A final thank you to al! those who voted
in the election, and to the new officers
who have volunteereq their services for
the comi ng vears,

commendations go, !

’ officials spend wisely
ind invest in thxn gs which promere the
TRMP, Increasing our membership is a
nigh priority now that the HOTBOY is
back in publication., Fimally, I recom-
mend that the TAMR Constitution/By-iaus
will be usec as 3 quide for officers,
and that provisions will be made for 3i}
members to receive 3 copy If they wish,

o WISEONSIN CENTRAL ™ |

Before I leive the mainline, I wish
to say that I will still remain a member
of the TAMR, and I hopefully will have
some time in the futuretc make contribu-
tions to the HOTBON. My address until
January 1992 yill be:

2450 Sycamore Ln. Apt. 2-B
West Lafayette, IN. 4790¢
(317) 497-4573

Plezse note this change.

Truly vours,
Steve Schuwenk

TAMP Treasurer
I I I I I A A A S A

Steve Schuenk has been i great help
to the TAMP, and as I have suggested be-
fore, it would be nice if you drop him 2
line te tell him hov much he is appreci-
ated, lext js i letter from Mike Yan,
Canadian Region Representative:

[ was thumbing through the TAMR Di-
rectory the other day when 1 noticed
that the Canadian Regicn’s logo is noth-
ing more than 3 simple and rather vague
miple leaf. [ think that the Canadian
Pegion should adopt 2 new logo that bet-
ter represents Canadian railroading., If
vou Canadian members out there have any
ideas, write to me. [Address on page 3.]

FEF LA AR ER AN

The last letter this month is one
add ressed to me from Peter Maura*h of
Cieveiand, Chio, He writes:

I thought since I'm z recent nev
member that I'd write about my railroad
pike. It all started 2 years age when I
received my first layout (N-scale) from
3 thrift shop., For twenty dellars I got
3 107x281/27 Y-scale layout half-assemb-
led and with lots of extras like scenery
and details, etc, 1 have since finished
and expanded tc¢ include a large addition

the size of a ncrmal door, vhich
still under construction.

The layout T have is called the
Sterling Lake PP and is soon to change
to the Sterling Heights and Lakeport
vhich eventually vill be 3 medium-sized
switching operation. I‘m excited to
complete it. The layout includes many
details, such as window washers and a
scratch-built McDonalds, gas station,
ravine, and mountains.

Since I'm on a shoe-string budget
I often cut corners to save money. Like
most of the poles on the street lamps,
billboards, and highway signs, etc., are
dry spaghetti painted. ! also do much
scratchbuilding as vell.

I'm still in the process of getting
trains running and have electrical preb-
lems to sort out. I hope to have it
completed py Christmas, [ hope you en-
Jjoved the letter and [ am open to any
suggestions or gquestions.

LR R SRR R I 2R 20 3K 2 28 3% 2 b % 3 J

We have two contests to announce
vinners of this month. Unfortunately,
no one has told me who won the Layout
Letter Contest. I believe it was to be
Judged by John Reichel, but he has not
informed me of any winners, but this is
understandable as John does a areat deal
for the TAMR and can become very busy at
times (If nct all the time), So, we’ll
just have to wait one more month. Be
assured that I will pick a winner if no
one else does.

Secondly, and also unfortunate, I
have not yet received a list of names
from Tom Matthews concerning the winners
of his contest, a question that he asked
in the July 1992 HOTBOY. However, I am
confident that he will send this to me
soon, s¢ that we’ll know the answer (I
don’t even know). See you in Cctober.
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The Traction Motor

Conducted By: Zachary Gooch

As most all of you railroaders out
there know, track arrangement is the
heart of any model railroad. It ferms
the very foundation of a layout, and can
make or break operaticn of model trains
if any major flaw exists. From sprav!-
ing, traffic-filled yards to open, doubt-
le-track mainlines to the quaint, lazy
shortlines and branchlines winding
through rural country, trcak design is
crucial to capturing the preper moed and
purpose of the model railroad.

The question that must be asked,
then, is this: How can such an integral
part of medel railroading be so simple,
boring, and uncreative?

Yes, railroaders, I‘m talking about
the infamous loop. Lurking within every
boxed trainset at every hobby shop
across the nation is a circle of track
Jjust dying to send that nice, shiny en-
gine on an endless journey to nowhere.
Accomplishing this feat, it then pro-
ceeds to infect each and every track
plan you will conceive with the inclu-
sion of some type of loop. Its power is
demonstrated by the fact that some of
the largest, most spectacular layouts in
the world have fallen prey to its monot-
ony. Take heart though, for even in its
most terminal stage, the loop virus can
be cured.

Now I’m not trying to attack those
of you who have a loop-based layout.
Remember, this article is intended to
make you think. Even if you disagree
with evrything I’ve said above, consider
this:

One of the number one goals that we
strive for in this hobby is realism.
You may super-detail and modify that
Alco until it’s a perfect representation
of the original down to the very last
rivet, you may put a line of perfectly
prototypical freight cars behind it, ans
you but that expensive power-pack sc¢ it

Page Fight/TAMR HOTBOX

all runs at prototypical speeds, but in
the end, you’re pcnr'ng =ll that realism
down the drain by running it around in
circles.

Why not 3 more prototypical layout
vith a point-to-peint design? One big
argument that [’ve heird refers to run-
ning the trains for visiters, 1 den’t
know about vou, but I‘d find layou vieu-
ing much more interesting with svitching
operations and realistic traffic move-
ments. It gets mighty boring watching
the same train pass by again and again.
Besides, if you’re like me, ycu need not
worry about a large audience. We should
worry about cur own idea of railrcading,
not spectators.

I think manufacturers would find 2
large market if they included a mix of
switches and crossovers in their boxed
trainsets. This would also counter-act
the effects cf the lecop-virus, which
seems to strike at an early age with
that first circle of track.

My advice: Rvoid the loop design
and opt for a more realistic trcak ar-
rangement. If you are evperiencing 3
particularly severe loop-virus infec-
tion, try and hide that circle with
buildings or tunnels.

Well, that’s all for now. Hext
time: Regional Revolution: The Rise of
the Class II Railroad.

IR R R IE R IR 3R 25 2K JE 25 N b % 2% Bk 2 2 |

Notice to All Central Pegion Mem-
bers:

Plans are being made to resurrect
our regional newsletter, the Wayfreight.
Its purpose will be to help promote
railreading on a more loca! level. Of
course, this means that I must make what
has seemed tc become 3 dreaded request
in the TAMR, That’s right, we need

ARTICLES.

i’m not asking everyone in
the region to quit writing articles for
the HOTBOY te de them for the Way-
freight, 2s vou are well zuware, the
TAMP suffers from a shortage cf writers.
For those cof you who don’t want to urite
on the nationai ieve!l porhans 2 mere
lacalized publication is the answer.
With schoo! back in, T realize its dif-
ficult to find time, but many of vou
seemed t¢ have 3 similair problem during
the summer, despite havoing all the free
time you need. Their will be a small
supscription fee, but this is to cover
postage for the newsletter and letters
to prospective new members. [f anyone
has zny material concerning the original
Wivfreight, send it to me.

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES:

The Hetbox c*aff weuld like fer you
to submit material for the TAMR leus
cclumn, sc that each rnortb ve can print
nevs from the regions. Tell us about
what has been haupen\qo, ve hope there
i iot cf cegional activity going on!

Alse, if you are in need of any as-
sistance at all, write to the Secretary
and he will direct you teo the person
that can best help you, We want to see
our regicns producing newsletters and
holaing regional activities, such as
railfan trips, meetings, parties, and
annui! conventions. If regions can be-
come successful, we can then start
brexking you down into Divisions, so
that members in common states can get-
together. Yeep up the good work!!!

---The Hotbox staff

P.5. - Please inform us about regional
promoticnal efferts as well, and if you
have found any Pegicnal Assistant Mana-
gers for the “ALL ARQAPD IH <G2" promo-
tion. Thank you,



