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HOTBOX 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION of 

the 
Teen Association of 

Model Railroading 

The HOTBOX is issued eleven times a 
year, June through April, with a 
special mailing of the Directory of 
Membership in May. 

Annual dues for the TAMR, which 
includes a subscription to the 
HOTBOX, are as follows: 
REGULAR (persons under 21) $10.00 
ASSOCIATE (persons 21 and up) $12.00 
OVERSEAS (persons living outside 
N.America) $15.00 
SUSTAINING (REGULAR&ASSOCIATE)$15.00 

Please address all renewals, 
membership applications, address 
changes, and complaints of 
non-reciept of TAMR publications to 
the TAMR Secretary. 
TAMR SECRETARY: Matthew R. Helman 

3815 Stratford Lane 
Louisville, KY 40207 

All other TAMR HOTBOX business, 
except where specifically noted, is 
handled by the Editor. Please 
address all comments to the 
Edltor(s). 
PUBLICATIONS EDITOR: 

John J Rossi III 
6 Beech Court 
College Point, NY 11356 

: The TAKR HOTBOX is the official publication of the TAKR. The TAKR 
HOTBOX welco1es articles, photographs CB&W ONLY>, artwork and cartoons 
pertaining to 1odel and/or prototype railroad subjects done in black 
ink. All ite1s for publication 1ust be received 30 days before 1onth 
of putrlication. All 1aterials sub1itted to the HOTBOX beco1e the 
property of the TAMR unless proper postage & packaging are included to 

· insure their safe return. The TAKR HOTBOX assu1es that all ite1s are 
! sub1itted for the 1utual benefit and enjoy1ent of the hobby by our 

1e1bers and thus no pay1ent will be 1ade upon publication. No part of 
this publication 1ay be reproduced, by any 1eans, without written 
consent of the TAMR Publications Editor-- unless 1e1bers feel that it 
is neccessary for the pro1otion of the TAHR and/or personal use. 

The TAMR HOTBOX is published under the freedo1s granted by the United 
. States Constitution First Aiend1ent. 
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RIGHT: F40PH 217 stops at 
Dearborn, Michigan station to pick 
up passengers. 3/24/90. Taken by 
Peter Schierloh 

LEFT: Sanitarra Springs, NY 
PYPO 603(SD40)-617(SD26) D&H. 
9/1/87. 9:45 am. Taken by Jon 
Webster. 

BOTTOM: Port Dickenson, NY 
D&H train POBV 

7322(SP382)-238(V25B)-
7319 (GP38-2)-7410(GP39-2) 
48 Cars. 10:15 am. 8/31/87. 
Taken by Jon Webster. 



L A Y 0 U T 
The Portlock, Coalton, 

and South 

By David Thompson 
Bavon, Virginia 

Part one 

Hello, fellow TAMR members. My 
name is David Thompson. I am from 
Mathews County, Virginia, I am 13 
years old, and I have been in the 
TAMR for about a year now. My 
"railroads of choice" are today's 

M 0 D E L I N G 

CSX and Norfolk Southern. I model • _ ___.-:; 
in HO scale and the name of ay -------=:. ,,;,··· 
layout is. the Portlock, Coalton, ---.~ " 
and South. Now that we have ~ ·. 
dispensed with the formalities, 
let us get down to business. 

Prototype Setting 
The PC&S is a modern class 1 

railway that runs from the town of 
Coalton, West Virginia, to Norfolk, . 
Virginia; The main line also runs 
south to Nashville, Tennessee. The · 
line is loosely based on the 
Norfolk and Western's line from ------r.:r---------;:1 
Norfolk to West Virginia. The PC&S 
terminus is the site of the former 
coal yards of the Virginian, 
Sewell's Point 



TOOTHBRUSH WEATHERING 
By Peter Schierloh 

~y Father is a watercolorist, 
and after the many years I spent 
watching him paint I noticed an 
interesting technique that he uses. 
He often paints foliage, and when he 
does he sometimes uses a tqothbrush 
to create a splattered paint effect. 
Well, doesn't that sound good for 
mud splattering on railway cars. 

So I took one of my older 
boxcars and experimented, and it 
turned out great. So I soon 
weathered about half of my cars to 
various degrees. Here are the steps 
that I used. 

STEPS 

1. First you mix the paint on a 
palette (you can use a paper 
plate, and it will add texture 
to your weathering). The 
colors I used are LIQUITEX 
Acrylics 1 and they are 
Coal-Mars Black, Dirt(dark to 
llght)-Burht umber, Raw umber, 
Raw ' S ien~.~1 If you experiment 
you~hould bome up with some 
real good yolor combinations. 

2. Next rub a toothbrush that you 
dipped in water, in the paint, 
then place your thumb over the 
bristles while cradling the 
brush in your hand. Now pull 
your thumb gently towards you. 
(See Figure 1) Test your skills 
first on a piece of cardboard 
before you try your rolling 
stock. 

Once you get the hang of it you 
then can splatter whatever you want. 
The only problem with this technique 
is that paint splatters everywhere, 
so wear old clothes. Except for 
this drawback, toothbrush weathering 
is cheap, easy, and a good looking 
method of weathering using just 
about any kind of watercolor paint. 

[Editor's Note: 
type of modeling 
large.) 

Send in 
tip, small 

any 
or 

[Editor's Note: Send in some 
cartoons if you want, but only if 
the are related to model 
•all•oadlng, or •dl•o~dlng~ 
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The HOTBOX: Teen Association of Mpa.el Railroaders 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++,.;+++++++++++++++++ 
SUBMI'l''l'ING 'l'O 'l'AMR BO'l'BOX (See i•tu for addresses) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++'¥f ++++++++++++++++ 

S'l'YLB, COR'l'BR'l'--Your own writing style is fine with us; 
remember, you are among friends. Grammar trouble? Let the 
editors worry about that. The ideas are what's important. 
As for content, we will accept anything on modeling, painting, 
scenery, electronics, layouts, and the prototype. Make sure 
the subject will be interesting to most readers. 

'l'YPING--Although typing is not required, it will save 
the eyes of the editors. HO'l'BOX columns are 35 spaces wide, 
for two columns on a page. If you cannot type your article, 
print it (double-spaced) on lined paper. 

AR'l'WORK--Must be BLACK INK ONLY (pen or fin~~~ip marker; 
no pencil). If you require drawings to accompanyi~, article, 
they can be done by our Graphic Artists from y~ur detailed 
sketches. Please include a scale measure for scale drawings. 

PBO'l'OGRAPBS--BLACK & WHITE prints preferred (Color OK), 
glossy finish, no larger than 4" x 5", no smaller than 2 11 x,, 
2 11 or 3" x 5 11 • All photos must be accompanied by caption 
material, especially cover material. 
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1990 A ROSSI Production 
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