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TAMR Welcome to another issue of the

c/o Lone fagle Payne HOTBOX. It has been one year since I

1028 Uhgley Road, RD#4 took the Jjob of Editor and even

Heu Carlisle, 0H 45344 though it has been hard it still has

. . been fun. Well hopefully I can
Emtq.u ..... ..u.".hM1JRM5?IH continue, but I need your help
Publisher.....cvvvuens John J Rossi III again. I have run out of articles,
. . and the editors cannot come up with

fssociate Editors ) all the stories. Also, wvhat

Randy Broaduater  Hewton Uenzina happened to the convention, I have
Phil Hichaels not heard anything. How about the

) . members of the TAMR going to the
&aﬂncﬁrhsu o NMRA Convention, or anything else

Peter Schierloh John Rinmnisch you can think of. Well here goes

another year alt the job I hope.
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By Phil Michaels

CSX---As of mid-March all four CSX
F-units(116-119) were operating..... CSX
has picked up an order of 53 Dash8-40C’s
from GE that were canceled by another
railroad, probably Conrail..... Oon March
19th CSX released B36-7 #5895 from
Waycross shops in the official new CSX
paint scheme. This replaces the
temporary yellow noses and stripes with
blue top that was being produced on
SD40-2 rebuilds out of Huntington and
quite a few GE units from Waycross. The
new scheme retains the black trucks and
underframes, along with yellow stripes
and ends. The blue roof has been taken
away, and some sort of blue painted

section cuts across the carbody.....CSX
SD60 #8709 was returning to EMD at
Chicago in February for repairs.....

CR---Conrail’s new SD60’s numbers
6845-6869 have been running strong since
delivery early this year....Many of the
Conrail SD40’s that were reportedly to
be returned to the lessor are still
running ' on the Conrail
system..... Conrail may have dropped its
next order for Dash 8-40C’s (50 units)
and these units will go to CSX.....

NS---Norfolk Southern has taken
delivery of all its new power in the
months 12/89-2/90. GP59’s 4609-4641 and
Dash 8-32B’s in the 3500’s series have
been running on Northern lines including
active use of the Fort Wayne, Indiana to
Detroit, Michigan main.....

UP---Union Pacific is currently
taking delivery of 50 Dash 8-40CW’s. The
wide noses are different than the EMD
cabs, but still look good..... When it
seemed that one might never see a new UP
engine north of Little Rock or east of
North Platte, the railroad came through
for us Chicago going railfans and
several Dash 8-40C’s and SD60M’s have
been showing up on through freights and
coal trains into Chicago.

BN---BN also has been taking new.

power deliveries of SD60M’s numbers
9200-9249. The order was completed
around mid-March.....
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SP---Cotton Belt GP60’s 9668 and
9670 (order of 50; 9665-9714) were
enroute on CP/SOO container train 501
(CSX R-201) on March the 17th. As of
March 31st, 9665-9685 and 9687 had been’
or were being delivered.....Rio Grande
GP60’s (an order of three) should be
delivered in May.....

SF---Santa Fe hasn’t had allot of
new power lately, but it has been the
old power attracting railfan’s
attention. Six F45’s have been painted
in the Santa Fe classic red and silver
warbonnet scheme..... SF though, will be
taking delivery of 60 Dash 8-40BW and 40
GP60M’s this summer in the red and™
silver scheme.

All the news for this column has
come from me, and railroad magazines I
subscribe to. I would like to make this
a bi-monthly, or tri-monthly article for
the HOTBOX. However, I cannot continue
to write this column on my own, as I
‘have already exhausted my own supply of
information. If you have any
information pertaining to locomotives,
new power, or old, that would be
interesting to readers, please send it
to me at the following address. You WILL
be mentioned for the information you
give to me: Phil Michaels
Locomotive News Dept.
522 S. Tompkins Street
Howell, MI 48843
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- CN's DOWNT FALLS AND MIDLUVNOWARE DIVISION- Part-Une
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My HDO socole CH Downt Folls oand
I"!v»:lluuhﬁur‘:r‘-= Civizion s intended
ko bBe strictly o CH logouts, but I
= oon r*ﬁu::i ized that sxclusivelua.s CH
trains don't existl Consequentlu,
the launut sees plenty of foreian
traffic dmostla CF raill.

The fictitious louout's mAin pUrposea
is shipping arain and industrial
products from Dowunt Falls to
Midluvnowore and bringaing 2mptu cors
back to Downt Falls. The OF&M also
servas the dogilu commutaers of both
towns with its passenaer train.
STRUCTURES

-+

The sitructures on the DFEM are ol
inexpensive plastic kits., Simce I
anly modsel dountown Dount Falls  ond
downtown Midluvnowara, most of my
buildings are businesses., with only
o2 house which is Midluvnouare.
Howsver . I hope to scratchbuaild one
o two hodses in the neoar future.
The plastic kits look o bit clean
out of the box: but vyecathering them
with chalk dust improwves their
dppedrance  tremendously.

THE BRCKDROP

Due to space limitations, o
doub le—s ided boackdrop was necessary

Dy Mike Yan

+o separate the twuo towuns.

The tirst step wuns to cut o she ?‘ )
354 inmch blue sturofooam into o BLSc
with the following dimensions 1 foo
¥ &7 imches lonmg. {See Figure 1
Thens I cut out two larags holes
whera the tracks will go through.
The backdraop is supported bu two
=moall corner broces. one ot =2ach
arnd. To mount the braces I used o
file to cut a nmnotch into the
styrofoam just desp snoush for the
brace tao Ffit. Next, I used ssuveral
lagers of moasking tape to hold ths
brrace in ploaces.

I used two Instoant Horizonsd printed
zcanaes (distributed by ol thersr Lo
make the actual backdrop. Ths
printed boackdrops gre tuo faeset highas
so I cut them dowun to one oot oand
zoued te leftouwvers for o later sisp.
The three foot loma shest wuas
mounted im the cesnter of
sturofoam shest ] —= i
tape. Since the siturof ocam s. ast is
owvar fiuwve feaet long.: the lefitousr
mentioned earlier were usaed Lo il
in the =2nds. The same procedoges
used on the other side. (Remember t
cut the holes for the tracks.»

The completed backdrop was mounied
diagonally across the Llauoutl.
Because of the Lightusight
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v
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rofoagm,: o piece of masking ftoape

o oih

uer the braces will be sufficisntto . plugood and immediately speinkled
hold it in place. ' the around foum on top.
SCENERY That's all for this month. ses gou

rnext month with Part Tuo.

The hills rizsimg up to the backdrop
ware oll nade vwith the plaster
hardshell method. (See Dave Frardy's
"*How To Build Realistic Model
Railroad Scenergy” from Koalmboch?
These hills vwill be painted with on
aarth colored latex paint with lots
of aradss oand Lichean® throun on.
The hill at Pointe Christine was
cuarved out of white styrofoam.
Sevardl piaces of stgraofaoam uars
laminated together to form o block,
Wwhich was then corved with a rasor
20w oand File.
RLL the around couver is UWoodland
Scenics® aground fooam. I usead
Woodland Scenics8 T43 qareen ardsss
T49 blended turf, and T4Z sarth. The
arournd foom was Fixed with o mixture
of one third vhite glue and twuo
thirds water with o feuw drops of

detergent. I used o paint brush to /Dwﬁe\e $ided \?)GQKCQPCQ)

pply the diluted glue to the

)y 73
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PAINTING PLASTER ROCKS:
A FAST, EFFECTIVE METHOD
by Chris Chamberlin
Pelican, LA

Have you been searching for a way
to paint plaster rocks faster and
more efficiently, with better re-
sults? Then this method is just the
thing for you. The equipment you
need consists of a disposable all-
purpose sprayer (like those used for
spraying water or weed killer), a
small mixing dish, and liquid deter-
gent.

To color the rocks, I use art-
ist's acrylic water-soluble colors
such as burnt sienna, raw sienna,
burnt umber, raw umber, and sable
brown (or any other.brown).

4
To prepare the paint, mix a small

' amount (2 or 3 good, squeezes) with

a little water. When the paint is
completely dissolved, pour it into
the spray bottle and add a few
ounces of water, along with a drop
of detergent to keep the check valve
free.

~ Now yol' can spray. the paint on
the pl&ster rocks. I;]u5t spray it
on until it 1oi=
paint dries, lch! ‘doesn't take
long, the plaster absorbs the water.

To add some color to the rocks,
you can highlight them with blue,
grey, red, yellow, and other colors.
Just brush some paint on here and
there; not too much, just enough to
give the rocks some variation in
color. Hit the paint with a blast of
clean water from the spray bottle so
the wet paint runs into the cracks
and crevices. When that dries, mix
a weak solution of India ink and wa-
ter, put it in the spray bottle, and
spray the rocks again to highlight
the cracks.

sright. As the:

MODELING ':'

P i

Your rocks should turn out look-
ing great, like mine did. Good luck
and have fun; that's what model

railroading is for!

[Editor's note--Chris is new to the
TAMR, but he's already gotten into
the spirit by writing an article.
Let's hear from the rest of you!]




SUBMITTING TO TAMR HOTBOX
R E e i e o = R AP

STYLE, CONTENT--Your own writing style is fine with us;
remember, you are among friends. Grammar trouble? Let the
editors worry about that. The ideas are what .is important.
As for content, we will accept anything on modeling, painting,
scenery, electronics, layouts, and the prototype. Make sure
the subject will be interesting to most readers.

TYPING--Although typing is not required, it will save
the eyes of the editors. HOTBOX columns are 35 spaces wide,
for two columns on a page. If you cannot type your article,
print it (double-spaced) on lined paper.

ARTWORK~--Must be in BLACK INK ONLY (pen or fine-tip mark-

er; no pencil). If you require drawings to accompany your
article, they can be done by our Graphic Artists from your -
detailed sketches. Please include a scale measure for seale . - -
drawings. "'5‘7 : »
PHOTOGRAPHS--BLACK & WHITE ONLY, glossy: flh‘;l.sh no lax R .
than 4" x 5", no smaller than 2" x 2" or 3" X 5W. All ph os € o a
must be accompanled by caption material, espec1ally cover i
material.

1990 TAMR/HOTBOX Official Publication
1990 A ROSSI Production -
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