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TRAINS ON STAMPS:

A . . 3 . a
AND WMANCHESTER RAILWOY A

= - K n e -
ll\lnr()ﬂl AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY 1830 L“tlmﬂ. AND MANCHESTER RAILWAY 1830 LISVERPOOL l\ll“(\l HESTER RAIL® QY |I‘D LIVERPOOL AND MANCHRSTER llll'l) 1880 Il\ll"

ENGL MD- Set of five stamps commemorating the 150th annlveluary of
the T ¥erpool and Manchester rnailway which was the world's fif#t regular
passenger--carrying railway starting operations on September 15, 1830.

Magyar Posta “'40| f 2. ]

~HUNGARY- Stamps commemorating the Manchester "Rocket"”, Ca«hw "Pioneer"
tient Express. Issued in 1979. '

MON.,GOLIA' Stgmps commemoratiny the Manchecter "Rocket", a typical
America locomotive circa 1860 and the lokyo-uraka "pullet" trair..
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lssusd every month with an additional ’
Kembership during the summer Shecial fatling of & @mtm of

Anmusk dues for the TAMR are as follows:

NESULAR: (under 21 years of age} $10.00

ASS@CIATE! (21 years of age and up) $9.50
SUSTAINING: (toth Regular & Associate) $15.00

Flesse sddress all membership applications, renewals addr e :
complaints of non-receipt of the TAM: HOTBUX to the im: Sz:ot:::” and

TAMR Secretary:
for Membership

Dee Gilbvert
Eox 132
Harrison, Ax 72601

All other MOTBOX business, except where specificall )
Ry the Editor. Pleawe address all comments to ‘h: ‘51:‘::“ is handle¢

HOTBOX €ditor: Mark Kaszniak

4818 W. George St.
Chicago, IL 60641

e p
SEABLINES: The TAMK HOTBOX welcomes articles. phot and
pertaining to medel and/or prototype railroad .ux-d:.“m -u:?‘l—;:r
publication muat be submitted 30 days before the menth eof publication.
3;';:? :gm; nn:nrtnt all material is submitted fer the mutual -

and enjoyment of the hobby by the meai ‘ Payment
‘will te mads upen publication. i pership and n‘“ ne
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Membership Report-
Total TAMR Membérship‘(7515-82)= 132
Breakdown as follows:

Region Number: — _%
Canadian 3 2.5
Central = 48 - 36.0
- International 3 2.5
- Northeastern 46 ' 35.0
- Southern 15 11.0
Western 17 13.0

Sutmitted by Dee Gilbert
Membership Secretary

NR Election Results: By Dan Carroll
No information received by press time.
" - --MAK

OFFIEIAL PUBLICATION « Sern Assarintion of Sodel Reiiranding ;

Checks & Balances: By Claude Morelli. . book ] a1 ,
: ‘ e If you'd like to comment or receive

Beginning Balance (5-21-82) + 280.61
Income +$210.00
Expenses -$398. 51
Ending 2alance (7-16-82) +$ 92.10
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I know most of you are
wonderirng what is happening in
the TAmin and in the next few
paragraphs, 1 hope to answer that
question. 1 hope to keep you informed
on any new developments in the TAbx
as soon as 1 hear of them. ‘

One of the TAMR 's many problems is
that very few teen modelers have
heard of us. 1 am happy to announce
the creation of the promotion depart-
ment and the appointment of Chris:

b Brindamour as its manager. Chris will

be in charge of distributing promo--
tional materials to TAMR members who
are interested in promoting the TAMR

$ at railroad shows, conventions,vhobby‘

shops and the like. Of course, the
promotion department needs your help
in the form of assistant managers

(one for each region) plus many volun-

.teers. If you would like to help,

contact: Chris Brindamour; 10 Meadow-
land Dr., N. kingstown, RI 02852.
Another problem facing the TAmx is
the lack of activity. In an effort to
correct this, the Convention Committee

- was formed. 1 feel that all our

activity should not center around the
HOTBOX, but rather around the member.
The Convention Committee is in charge
of planning regional and national i
conventions in advance along with all

~ their related activities. These con-

ventions will give you a chance to
show and develop your skills, meet
new people and exchange ideas. To get
this committee off the ground, I will -
need your help. 1f you are interested,
write me soon. el

‘A few other proposals that I have
in mind are a TAMR Achievement Pro-
gram and the creation of divisions
within our regions. We may even deve-
lop a booklet about forming the latter.

a detailed copy of one (or more) of .
these proposals, 1 am just a lgtterg )

or telephone call away. Also, any
new ideas on the TAWR are also welcome.

en hkeels TAMR  HOTBOX
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 "Dearly beloved, we are gathered
_here today to pay our respects to
, great association that was struck
4Oynfin¢its:prile;of>life,~Dnring~ :
- {ts brief 18 years of existance,
“this association touched the hearts
. and minds of a countless umber
gvofuteenagc,-odgletépanﬁgtgilfgns;;h‘
‘ rTo@truly,jndge;itsggfitctivenbssa‘v
~_one must look closer into its work- .
u&yimgs.:but-!ho,herchtnFCStﬁ-ate’the.
~ number of frienships conceived and
fostered within‘its'b03¢n2liho,;nong
~ you can truly appreciate the multitude
- of ideas shared among its members?
‘Or the help and support they extended
‘wxbvonnaannthargin,tilcn.ozgcrisis?j
‘Can one actually put a price on the
- milk of ;human kindness? " =
 “With all “this going fer it, why

. then did it fail? That accusing fin-
_ger must be pointed semewhere and I
~ suppose that if, you must point it,
_ then you could say that this associa-
 tion's demise occured because it
~ tried too hard. Undercapitalized and
often undersupported, its members
. worked continously to improve it.
. They tried te reach for the stars
only to find emt that their arms
 were far too shert. In its final
*'diyé.“althoughfitjhadflosf*OVer;h;lf~
- of its life supporting members, it

‘was still trying to continue as if

“ nothing happened. For this effort,
we must praise its courage and hope
4 that,itc~spirit,liVQS—bnzforevers"‘
{_) Perhaps the above eulogy is a bit
';;prematureoand,l;shoulifnlaq~probably—

| . August 1982

"~ the TAMR, 1 must s
is terminally ill and ]
~ hope of a recovery, :gpeedy or other-—

 medical science will find a way to|

-3-

put down the hammer and chisel with
which 1 have been working on this
granite tombstone lying beside mg.
Yet as the unoffici doctor" of =
hatathe,Pégientf’—
there is little

wise. Why just a look at the patient's

T Elood,pressuréron’paée'zwofithisg

issue should convince you of thej i
‘seriousness of the illness. At the

~ moment, this patient needs an =
/,,immedigxéf‘,ss;transfnsion,of,new
~ bleods

tunately, the particular
‘allows it to operate

ely short supply .
.eenage modelers

“Unfor

Still, let us no -
totally give up all hope

the miracles of modern m
miracle cures are being
most daily. Maybe those |

r-and -
Through =
licine, new
leased al-
gards of

develop synthetic teenage modelers
and railfans? Heaven knows that some-
thing must be done as our current =

_available crop of donors have re-

cently come down with ¢
of Pac-Manitis. e
; Th13~8t?jnggin¢‘péiai ?‘_‘i,is§t
stem from an uncontrollpble urge t
manipulate a rather nofi-descript
bright yellow thing with a very di
tinguishable mouth {(a/hxa Pac~Man)
dots Tor which it has an insatiable

g@:e'casqa;uefi'f

appetite. To make matters worse -
several theroughly detesgtible cres#-
tures also live in this maze who's
main gdhmary food group is, you
course, unless our yellow hero eats

one of the strategically located » -
power pills in the maze. After eating

 one of these pills, the creatures

turn blue allowing Pac-Man to have
- dessert at their expense. 1f he tries
to eat them when they are net blue,

he gets indigestion and dies.

_  Needless to say, modern “dicim
ia cenpletedy badfled and there is

" no known cure for Pac-Manitis. laybé :

research should start at the source
and we should see if we can convince
the folks at Atari that trains can .

be just as fun as PacsMan and pro-

 bably a bit more creative? Don't

hold your breath until_then~though;"
‘do something creative: horde your
quartetsl i - :




By Lucio xus

gastesi: w1th only "one or two
n their runs, they have the
‘i,'tralns and the best







~ TRACKWORK

: Trackwork for TEEN TRAK:modules isn't much different from

that on a permanent layout.:

or wobbles. .Check for good, secure joints.

The quality of your

cept, Part 4, Trackwork", published previously in HOTBOX.
Please read that article carefully for the measurements to

“use. 'These ‘standards are designed toallow virtually any lo-

comotive or roThng stock to run on the layout. Follow them

exactTy and you'1l  know ' your modu'lar trackwork will work:
,,Here are some -additional notes to supplement the spec1f1ca-r

tions.

'GENERAL TRACKWORK STANDAR[}S:,Use ‘of nickel silver rail is

_important. If your hobby shop doesn't have it in stock, have

- - “also being. acceptable.
- -and Arnold: Rap1do uses stee] ra115 that rust.
~brands. - -

them order it for you.

- In HO you can use Atlas or Lambert (Shinohara) code 100 com- -
-~ ponents.
~ turnouts all have metal frogs so you are less TikeTy to stall -
- a’locomotive than on plastic fregs. -

The Lambert ones are probably a bit nicer and the

For N scale, Shinohara components are reconmended with Peco
Avoid ’these

If you want- to use aTready baHasted components you can't

jfbeatt Fleischmann _track in either HO or N scale - but it's -

- expensive and sometimes difficult to find.

"have an extra
too!.

For 0 scale, you can use Roco or Peco track -and turnouts or

‘handlay your traek. T

. CONNECTOR TRACKS: Cut these carefuTT Y. Where a track sectwn
is listed in the specifications, get. TWQ or more so you'll
"Be sure to have. extra’ rail joiners on hand
, If you are using “a specxal type of track:- Tike the -
,,,Fle1schmann in HOor N-or any of

_ connector track tolength from f1

Q scale track - cut the

tion to thin plastic, woot
Then it won 't kink when y

H(M MANY TRACKS" For: TEEN - TRAK you ca bu d your module"u 1:hf,i
“either a single track or a double ‘trac the int i

~You can also: build a module with a: sim
~ "and -double at ‘the other.

gl
_If you want to have more than two
tracks across an interface, build’ _your module in sections
(see TEEN'TRAK, article 1) with the “extra" tracks in the

_middle across the section breaks. Have the tracks come down

to 1 or 2 tracks only at the module interfaces. (As you'll

see later, this wﬂ'l “keep the. w1r1ng simpler.)

You can use flextrack or hand-.
- laid track as ‘you prefer. The important ‘thing ‘to remember is
“to work slowly and carefully.

Make. sure there are no kinks
Finish the work
with nice, clean ballasting. Track is 'a model too and needs

. the same attention as your - -favorite " locomotive or station

- model. Besides, the track is the ‘one. pTace where your skill

-will be most evident because verzbodx ‘is ‘going to watch
"~ their trains move through your module.
_trackwork will determine how reahstic and convincing that
- .movement is.

-~ The trackwork spec1f1cat1ons are given in "The Modular Con-

Atlas -turnouts ‘aren't too reliable

- transitions {sometimes called ea
- how to make ‘them in track -
ack. -Then -alue the sec- - sets.

tock to- keep it risid = : ‘of curved track mdules.

track at one end

Here are some examp]es of the track arrangements poss1b1e

Double Track

Single to Double Track

£ Sjngle Tracki

. Doubie-,Y:ard-DouhTer 2-section Module

Section Break &

DOUBLE TRACK MODULES: If _you have two tracks all the way
across your module; be sure to observe thé parallel center- -
line distance given in the specifications.

Also, you must put in at least one crossover, either d1rec-
tion, conhecting the two tracks (except in corner modules).
This crossover must use at least number 6 turnouts; number -
8 turnouts are preferred, if.you have: the length :for them.

Put insulated rail joiners: in BOTH rails where.the turnouts -

come together. (There will be other gaps in each track that
we will discuss in track w1r1ng next t'nne)

//‘\{4 Rail GapS‘ e

WHERE DO THE. INTERFACES GO? You can locate the track across
your module anywhere between the two safety margin side set-
backs. Where the track goes dependson your concept. You

~may want-to put it toward one side or near the center with

sidings or spurs on both sides. And you can incorporate nice

flowing curves into the trackwork for added interest. See -
the examples above for 'ideas. . ot
| . o
* Minimum Side Setback - Track can oo
~see specifications, - anywhere
dimn‘sion‘ "c“ . between these ]'{nes
CURVED TRACK MODULES-JUNCTIONS-CORNERS: In order “f,prov1de‘

.a smooth connection to- straight track; the curves. shc
flow gradually into the tangents. This aot‘only oks. nic
but it helps to ensure safe operati ~done: by ‘using
ts). You can. find out -
anning {booksyorithe NMRA Data
TEEN TRAK, transitions MUST be used at the ends
The sizes of the corner and junc—
;tion ‘modules are caleu]ated to allow for them.

ng isn't reaHy very difficult, but it takes care.

"ﬂfﬂethiug 11 spoﬂ your fun faster than constant derailments

-and jerky rumning.

So, take your time and do the job r‘lght"
the f:rst tlme. :

s Remember too: He want you to get the most fran your nodu’le. L

If you've got a question, please wnte to HOTBOX or me. and
we'll do what we can to help. Site

'Paul Ingraham 3304 MaybeTTe Hay, No. 1 Oak'land CA 94619

~ Morelli, 2236 Die‘:
- A 1 b uquerqur

SHORT LINE FANS'

fThe Narrow Gauge & Lofg1ng Div. has
‘been reorganized as

~ire Narrow Gauge,
Logging & Shortline Div and now also
includes. shortllne' roverage. For a
free sample of the ]Tat'a PIN NEWS
please write: NG, (& ! o

L’

"NM 1o

v ¢/o Claudeir

‘PROMOTION TIME! e :
: Lhrls Brlndanour (10 leadowlandrnr

to Chrxs. Remember that promo en
'1s every member s responszbll

Double Track Corner;\ii-;



Keep Track of Those Problems With : By Frank Rudowski

S
RUD VALLEY CENTRAL
MAINTENANCE KEPOKT

Date

s Rolling steck Electrical
mot ive P”er —_ Scener y
Track : Other

Location:
Describe Problem:

Repaired: "~ Comments:

MAINTENANCE CARDJ

&

In the minature worlds we create, . Although the concept of the main-
there are many problems which crop tenance card is simple and virtually
up that have to be solved. Now most self-explanatory, let me go into a
model railroaders when faced with a few of the details on what you should
problem, do one of two things--re- include on each card when you come
pair it immediately or file it away across one of those nasty repair
in their memories on the ever present problems that simply must wait till
"Things to be Done Later" list. If later. First, put the current date
“you always adhere to the former way on the card. Next, place a check
or have a perfect memory, chances mark next to item in the general
are that youchave a fairly smooth area category that is giving you the
operating layout. If your memory problem. Then describe the location
isn't so great, then your layout is of the defect as accurately as
probably in pretty sad shape. possible, this is so you can find

Since most model railroaders strive the problem area again quickly with- °
for good operation, what we need is out racking your brain. This is
a system to keep track of all those especially important when something
problems that creep up which just on your layout malfunctions only
can't be taken care of immediately. ocassionaly.

One of the best systems that I know After you have repaired the 1tem.
of is to fill out a maintenance card put on the date that it was fixed
- (see above) as soon as you discover along with any commentg you want to
a problem. These cards--which you make about the repair or possiole .
keep on file and go through at regular cause for the defect. Use the back
intervals--serve to remind you of of the card if necessary. keep all
things that must be repaired on your = your cards in a neat orderly file
pike. The end result is much im- box and return cards even after you-
proved: operation on your part. repair the item so you can keep

N J track of recurring problems.

August 1982 -7-



ON THE Trains have always played a prominent role in moving the mail.
Yet with the advent of faster and more convenient forms of
POINT: transportation, many railroads are hauling less than they {3
were. 5till the popularity of trains makes them frequent N
cubjects for postage stamps as illustrated by the rather
diverse international group on our cover. 1ln just a few
short years, Trains On Stamps (TOS, for short) has grown
into a fascinating side hobby in model railroading. Just
iroes to show you that trains will continue to move the mail.
Now how does that old saying go: "1f you can't join-em,
lick-em”" Lritish stamps from the collection of Mark

Kasznlak, all others from the collection of Chris prindamour.

’MHRHERS

'ARRIVING NEXT ISSUE: rip Vermande returns with a special expanded -

" AT TRACKSIDE feature on movies. He reviews the common formats along with
1ntroductory cinematogragphy techniques to get you started. If you still
can't afford that 35mm camera for your railfan photography. "moving
pictures” may just be your ticket. Also, Charles Pravlik discusses how
to kitbash a boxcab and our Auditor, Dan Carroll, has some words on
promoting the TAMk. All of this, plus our usual columns, will be 1n
the back-to-school issue of the "Un-Magazine of Model Rallroadlng

1982 DIRECTOKY: We are hoping to have enough extra funds to issue a
membership Directory later this year, probably December. It will contain
officer listings, regional listings and TAMK services and supplies
‘and maybe our revised Constitution dlong with the member listing. More
'detalls will be avallable at a later date.

| TAMR HOTBOX, "the Un-laganne/of lodel Railroading” : PLACE
~ Box 132 ’ , , POSTAGE
Harrlson.,Ah 72601 - 0005 ' ‘ HERE

: issued 8-14-82
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