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Editorio.l : Mo.r k Toalonson , Edit or PAGE 'J.'WO 
. ~ . . 

.·,,._ ... .:.,. ... . . 
. ,. ..... ··:·.; 

As noted ol oov1horo i :i.1 th i n i ssue , vrn .. hnvc just received ' o. r n sh of' 
.. . . . . ' . 

o.ppl ic o.t i ons froa people r ospondinB to our c.d s in vo.roius oode l no.go.zi ncs 
(Sopteuber & Aut;ust MR , Au;;ust RMC c.nd October Rni l fnn) . If evcrbody who 
responded to the ads o.ctunlly join , ( o.loost n stati stical i apossibl i ty) 
the size of this or;nnizo.ti on wo ul d double . . . . 

For years , the n e thod used to detori:iinc. interest in: the TAMR. w"o.s tho :. 
n;Unber of o.rt i c l c(3 suboitted . to tho editor ' s desk~ This i s o.11 f i ne o.nd d-:'.ndy , 
thC\t people ~nvo enough inter.est. to tc.kO: tine to work on o.n c.rticl0 ' with 
nb hope of · nonot .'.1ry rownrd. How~Vor , it doc's ignore the fo.ct t hnt : there o.re 
probably sovcrcil ~10r.1l:iors v1ho hc.V'o no i nterest in ~mything connoctoc!. with 
t ho Hotbox oxc opt ~ pullinG it out of tl1oi r nnilbox ovary other 1~10~th (Hopefully! ) . 
It i;S tol:lpting ". for nq ns edi tor to . cc..11 :this: opnthy; but I hnvo c. feelint; .t hnt ' s 
not .the c ds o. IF i;J.Oncy is O.s scO:rce for you hs it is for ne , you ho.ve to c c,.r e · · 
o.bout nnything ~rou spend i t on. Thero nlist· be sone w::.i.y to i nvolve tho.se co.ring , 
non- .::,rticlo v1ritinc , TM1R nenbors . 

A while c.Go thoi;e wc.s :1. c2.r oxc)1o.nr;e co1:m ittco~ It n.ctu:-tlly got stnrtod 
i n N scc,lo cmd wets . proposed f6r ltO r out no fO:r;'r:J«l _ oxch.:ui(;;p i s go i nG on riGht 
now, Thora hns n l so been n photo excha nge. A pass oxchnnso is &lrondy i n 
effect (look in your Directory dw:ir.iy). Those o.ro ju.st ,-:,. few of the v10.ys ~hat 
non~articlo writing ac~bors c un bocoae i nvolved in tho 600d- ol d TAMR, Su~oly 

. t here nust be others, (TN :- :Runr:.i n.t; fol? .o.ffico , n:i.ybc?) . 
H2vv·e o.ny i d ons ? For --bo-sh- S.::tl<:o"' l ot sott-b0""n-e-±·~:n-vwr:-b-vu-t- i t, Toll nc,.-t-erl 

:-en officer , or uy stct ff , but let .s ooobody knon o.b out y our id on , Thon if 
y ou hc..vo tho tine , desire, drive, vo.luntoer t o ::cctu2lly c'ot i t go ing , (TN: 
In tho T.AMR you t;ot out o f it Hhc.t you put iirto it) A cor.mittoc cho.irnnn, 
pnsn oxc hc.nce supervisor , or who.tevor , >Iho is nctivo ~nd cloos tho job they 
so.id they wo uld do i s o. c:ofino.to 2 s.sost to tho TAMR. I havo 1 o words polit e 
enouch for soneono who volunteers for n job nnd then shurks· t ho rosponsibli 
itios o f it . (You shoul d (n 1 t) honr .sono of th~· thin gs I c:.cllod n ysol f when 
thn t Hot~dx w::.i.s so l o. to) 

Don't fool guilty. if you co.n 1 t thi.nk .o f nn ::crticl e t o write, or cnn 1 t · 
think of c..ny n;i. fty i d on f or . oxc h .'.';n;;inc we,tc h f ob s or vihatcvor •. T)10 i upo rtnpt 
thini:; in tho.t you participc.te ·in .soqothini; thc:t int erests y o u. 

With those new noabors cooinG i n 1 it sho uld be ec.sicr to find soneone 
with tho S L'.I.10 int erests y ou :1 '.""vo . It i".10.J' oven bo oc:sior to find soDcono 
with t he s r.::10 interests who lives close ono uch t o you to nvoid hoving to 
nnkc '"'- lone clisto.nco C'.."'.ll t o cot c.. hold of then, As with nnyt hi nG in tho 
T.AMR , y ou ' vo got to stnrt it if y ou r oL1lly w~.nt it to hc-.ppon. Ench nonbor 
hn s sor.J o thin;_:; unique thc.t they .c ~:n contribute. WHAT HAVE YOU GOT? 

- -- -- - - __ .J.~J _;,.:.. ____ -- __ . ____ -- ~-------~ ':'f"' ..:_ .:.-~-- -- _;_ -·-- - - --- ~~ -- - ---- - - --~- - - --- --- ----·--
ADVERT I S.I NG- :- MCirk ·K o.szniak , 4818 ;iv.; fGoor rio 's troot , Chic::i.go ; IL. ~60641 · · , · · 

Jidvortising is pickinG up f or ~ho Hotbox , . I ~o.vo c:. fo~ c:.ds on hc.nd 
wo.itinc for ;spo.co ,-.ncl p:-:ynont, F;or those i n t _e rost.c cl horo.2ro the r o.tos 

... i .. . 

Bu , Soll er Tra.dc--Q.0¢ o. lino:, n.::i.r.:o ,".nd :::ddross printed f r o·o 
Pike .c:d s--Acl_vort is_o your pike , 2-5¢ a l.in c., f or , .::1. box o.dd · c.11 oxtr:t lin o 
Artwork "c'.0110 e>ncl .ch.:'1..rcod by c onploxity , : w~ito no for · :r~-:t cs . H,~if and full · 

p ci.i:; e c:ds c.v.:::ilo.blo. Cont inous o.d s c:.lGo ci.vo.ilo..blo ·<".. t s poci.c.r disc ount, writ e 

Q no f or det.'.1.ils . ---- ---- ---- --
Pec a tonica & Pontooauc R. R. is now cxchc:.nginG p c.ssos , i ntoroatod po.rtios 
c ont a ct tho Advertising No.no.cc r (<.i.ddroos & n.:mc o.bove) . 



OFFICER'S REPORTS : THE EXECUTIVE BOA.RD PAG:S Throe 

EXECUTIVE SPECl}\l 
1'ROM THE.PRESIDENT'S PEN--

In the next severo. l weeks , y ou oo.y notice 8 series of reports about a 
luna t i c blowi ng up airport teraina ls (No o/fense Jo hn ). In three . aonths , I, 
the. Son of Scntn FE , v1ill confess to the deeds; I will ge t book an·cl movie 
offeres, in which I will i mr.10r ali ze the TAMR, thus a ssuring sever nl nillon 
new n onbers. Or mcqbe I will perho.ps, jupp off the World Tr D. de Center with 
a TAMR eoblrtzed po.rc:chute. If o.nyone hD.s any oth er brilL:mt stunts to c..dvance 
the TAMR, tell us and ·. \'!e will be l ooki ng on th e front po.t;e .of our l ocnl do.ilies 
f or i t ! --Mark Solono.n 
Auditor's Report--

WE ARE ROLLING AGAIN ! Recently , I have received over 100 inquires . This 
is duo to o.ur renewed ads . I wish to th;;cnk Gll those who he lped get us Goi ng 
o.go.in. I o.lso hope thcct the new nenbers are pant icipnting cmd t hcct the 11 ol d­
tiners" cc.n show then the right WD.Y ! 

Tho question i s , however , why di d wo over f a lter? I .:.n to blo.1;1e c.s uuch 
a s anyone , I suppose. Th o coru1unicntion bet ween o ffic ers earlier t his yonr 
br oke -down and nothing got o.cconplishod. It wc. s so bad , Doug John s on felt 
he h.:.d to st c.rt inpe.:.chaent proceedings to got us eo i ng . Kiddi ngly he sai d 
he couldn't do it o.s wo .:.11 quickly replied t o his l otter . Wo started to 
coomunico.te again . Thanks Dous! In the f a lt erin g a Hotbox wc.s l ost c.nd now 
that we 're iaproving, we hopo we will not lose o.nothor. Do now ho.ve o.n edge- ­
we w111 he lp e::.ch other crn cl I will be tryint; to do ny oost ! --John McGr ocvy 
Treo.sur or's Report - -

For tho period June 15, 1977 to August 15, 1977 
Beginning baldncc $62 . 65 
Inc oae $29 . 00 
Expense s t.oo . oo 
Endi,nG Bc:.l .::nce ~9 1 . 65 - - Rny Eo.ki u 
Secreto.ry' s Report-- Dout; Johnson 

Elections ho.vo been postponed until next yo o.r! (so c el s owhere i n this 
i s;uo for furth er detail s ). Tio Voroande nnd John Huey hn vo bo on ~ppo jntod 
to the Constituti onc:. l Bo o.rd o.nd will conduft the election , an tho fi uditor'9 
post is up for re- election. · ' · 

If possibl e , I would like t o see the Hotboxes .:.cc cl cra tcd for tho r est 
of tho yco.r. Pcrho.ps even t o o. aonthly schedul e , i f nt ::.11 possible. Thi s 
would in soao aoo.suro n o.kc up f or t ho l one nonths wo wont wi th out anythi ng , 
e.nd should st ir up interest i n tho TAMR ni; o. in. Thanks to th_o publicity, wo 
ha ve been gett i ng ( or should be getting) n l ot o f new ooobors c.n d thi s should 
c..llovi o.to tho nonoy problon in tho TAMR . Ho pefully , I c .:tn nrD- t wist tho other 
offi cers i nto writinG ::. fow articles to o.llovi o.t o the shortngo we ni ght hnve 
i n tho.t respect. (TYPI ST ' s NOTE--Pcrh~ps the HB schedule could be chani;od 
t o c.ci tht ioo~o sche dule , i nstead of s ix. We coul d ho.vo spoc i nl issues for 
Doc oab er (chri stoo.s) , Jo.n unr y (N or ino. tions) Foburnry (Bc llots) Mnr ch (Results) 
this wo uld not onl y incroso tho frequency of tho Hotbox but wo uld c. lso i; ot 
e l ect i ons done cnrli er in t h o yea r ::.nd give us aor o tiao , f or other things 
of inport cmco) (Our Socrotccry t alks o.bout tho futur e o f tho TAMR olsowhorc) 

NEW CI RCULATION MANAGER-- Eric Sc.ndor hc:. s Gt_;roed t o boconc out" new circ ulc.tion 
nnno.ger for the Hotbox . Ed Shelby, t ho previous ao.n o.gor, resigned boc c.. usc of 
l o.ck of tioo t o devote to ~h o j ob . Tho editor o.nd his st ;! ff wi shos to extend 
a wc.tu wolc onc to Eric who i s j oinin~ th o too.n wi t h this i ssuo ! Finally , if 
you do not rocoiv o your Hotbox c ont nct Eric t o soc wh~t happened t o it. 



SECRETo\RY!S REP0RT·:· Dou t; Johnson, TAMR Soc ret e.ry 

... ~ OUR:SE~l~ET:ARY SPEAKS· , • 

THE. '1.1 11.H~<: ·vlhnt doo a tn'o '·futu~o· hold? 

Since tho oloctiona have boon posponod till next year 
, whcro,irt this isr:;uo), we now hn1o tiuo to think about just 
' is to 'hold for tho TA.MR before we elect now offic ors. Thia 
9spocially in light of this year's disaal proforaance. 

PAGE FOUR 

·/ 

(reported else 
whnt the future 
is agood question 

_r;f eotl!'so, it will bo ~guod by soac thC>t this yoC'.r 1 D officers have no 
rig!'lt' to extend thei:t ovm terns~ which is constil'ution:>.lly true, The job we 
hove done no.y not vmrro.nt "\l.r otcy;Lng etround longor. However, if elections 
wore held toady, who would run? The truth of tho n a tter is that when noo­
indionc we co.llod for a t the beginniag of the ya<>.r, on11 two people wore 
noainatod 1 one for oqch office, the l a tter who ha~ ~ince dropped out of 
cont.qnt:i,o/l. Thp group :1,nvoivod ih runn;j.n.; the TAMIJ is saC>l:).. <.nd Getting ol d .• 
lfon o of ti10 ct.i;r:p ont officers nnd Hotbox sb .. ff is under 17. (TN; Until now) 

What dool:'l this uocm for tho future of the TAHR? It 1.1eano th:.~t the tir.1e 
h .:i. c cone for t h e lon<;loreihip of tho TAMR to pa;.:; s on to newer, younger. naqbers, 
If it dooon't, · tho TAMR .will bccor.io loss of n toen's o;rgo.nizc.tion nnd i:~e 
Of c.n rtdult orgc.niz:.i.tion. ).i:vontuo.lly, tho current oUicors will bo tired of 
working for a kid' o group .:::nd. thoro will be no on.o ~o t ctlw thai r pl:1co , 

Tho TAMR wc.s dosit;nod with tho younge r 1:1odoler .:md i·~.il.f.:i.n in nind, 
It ic up to then to to.kc .'.".dvan t .:i.g o of the opportunity th<:~ tho '!'f'.J:!R o ffers 
and uoo it to s:~tiofy their needs, ______________________ .,... __________________________ ... __ ·----------··--------------------
By: Anonyaous, and c.ftor you roo.d it I think you'll know why! 

"P.C. Potc11 -Answors Your Modolint; And Rctilf.'.'.n Questi ons 

Q. Sinco AL'1trnl~ did not buy nny now po.sscmger c o.rs until recently, whore 
did it get o.11 of the cc.rs it hnd bo on using?· 

A. Its not o. woll known f c.c t o.nong tho geuorC\l public, but nost of Aotrc.k' s 
long .distnnco c.:i.rs wore purchc..sod fr on tho Isrec.li goverm:1ent cmd ·not fron 
Anerico.n r<.:1.iloouds o.s cor.monly supposed. Th ey a lso did not begin. life ;__1s 
railroo.d cc.rs but r o.ther c.. s Egyptinn t ,1.nks, which vioro c .:i.ptured J\lring tho 
Six Do.y WC>r, The cnrs were cor.iplct.ely rebuilt to their current configur.:i tions 
in South Anoricci. before being plo.c eQ. in service in tho U.S. They, ·unfort­
unt<J. lly, still h.::i.ve the s crio 2ir conditioning systens .:is the Egyptic.n tnnks 
which is prob C\bly why they h:wo ·been known to bro2..k down occetsion.:i.J.ly. 

Q. I 'n thinking c..bout suspending oy trc.ckwork fr on the coiling so I don't 
h.:ive to oos s nround with building n tC'.bJ.o or frm10work for oy l c.yo ut. Do you 
think this idec. will work? Vl ho.t poss ible suggestions c.::n you nClko ? 
A. The techniques for what you describe nre outlined in dotnil in Ch.:ipter 3 
o f ny new book , Hundreds o f Helpful Hints for Hnnging HooasotE, Schlock 
Publishers $10,98 Ret a il. The a2..in advetntc..ge of using this oothod is thett 
you s.:ive on wood c..nd screws y o u don't need .:ind you c an easily oodify your 
tr C>ckpl.:in by oeerly cutting the string with .:in o4in.:iry scissors. 
Q. t 1n building Cl nodel of Upper Or egon & West Dundee Flats Lunbo r Co's tc.nk 
Shoy #14. How nany ri vi ts were on tlrn second row fron the left c..bove the 
firebox door? A. This is C', cormonly known f ,:i.ct C'.oong r .:cilrond f c;ns tho.t 
if you don't know I' a surely not go i ng t o tell y ou. 
Q. I ju::;t bought souo 126-sizo filD for ny Nilton 35rm cmJer.::.., but it won 1 t 
fit i n to it --- Suggestions? 
A. Don't forc e it to fit, it will ruin n perfectly good 126 file c .:irtridgo. 

Throw your c .:ioern o.wc.y and get a new one thnt o.ccepts your fila. 



A REPORT ON THE STATUS OF OUR PAGE FIVE 

L. I T'I N?I E E-C . 0 .. 
BY ORDER OF THE EXEC UT IVE BOARD, it \'JO. S decided to ·pos.tpone the 

elec tion of the President c.nd Secreto.ry until J a nuo.ry of 1·978. Therefor e , 
a ll nonina tions r eceived for those .pffices earlier this yea r o. r e hereby 
declnred null e nd void! 

In Janu:u-y of i978 , a combined e lec t i on o f all the TAMR officers 
uill be conducted, Tho Audi tor a nd Treasurer will thus servo terms of the 
non:w l trio years~ becouse of this unusua l election situation, the President 
c.nd Secretary will hold speci.:tl transition t erms of only 1 year, This 
special tr ansition term is required in order f or tho se offices to reattain 
their schedule a s outlined in Article 5 Section 4 of the present constitution, 

In t ho event tho.t only one person is nominated for o._n office by the 
nominntion de2dline (bec ause of tho number of o ffic es to be filled), a 
provi sion uill bo made 6n tho ballot for writ e-in candida tes . 

The Executive Boa rd ha s deomod fit to enact the Constitutionnl Board 
colled for i n Articl e 3 Section 5 of the present constitution to conduct 
this elect i on in t he best interests o f the TAMR . Tho members who wor e 
appoint ed to this board o.r e Tim Vor r:wndo , former editor and John Huey, 
Hotbox o.uthor . 

Moro informotion concerning tho s pecia l procedures nnd prnc tic es"of 
this elect i on v:ill be f orthcor.1ing lnfor in 'thi s· iss!l'<?~ _:0_rr<;t the next Hotbox. 

CONVENTIG-.N 
It is time to start th i nkinG ::;bout a po ssi bl e TAMR convention f or the 

surmor ~ f 1978 . One s ite nhic h h .::c s been suggested is C;cliforni a , Thero a re 
_cnny thi ngs to s ee out th ere, not lo o.st of 0hich arc Ca jon Pass nnd the 
Tehachapi Loop. If you ~ould like to explore further tho possibilities of 
o. California convent i on , cont act: J ohn McGreevy, 738 Cani no Durango , 1000 
Oc.ks , CA 91 360 ; or John Huey , 13819 Jersy Ave , Nonia lk, CA 90650. or c.ny 
offi cer for that nntter, Convention site is not closed f or al l oeans , if 
you ho ve a better s it e , cont act o.n offic er a bout that a l so , 

· Be fore you da sh of thnt l etter , rco embe~ tha t the i deal c onvent i on 
site should have t ho follo ging : (1) Convicnient ~cceGs to public trans­
portati on , ( 2 ) I nt erest i ng r a ilfnnni ng possibilties, (3) Mode l l ayouts 
a·vnila bl o for n tour (4) Fo.cili t io s f or lodging o.nd ne.'.'.ls and (5) Fi ne.Hy, 
a contno.1 noot ing point for the conv ent i on . 

Thero hnvo been TAMR conventions before , son e core intor ostinG tha n 
oth er s . Thero i s nlso a direct reflection o f tho tir.10 C.nd effort put i nto 
then by t ho planners . 

RAIL HAPPEN I NGS-

August 24 , 1977-- Ai'..ltrak 1 s San Francisco Zephyr'collided with a derailed 
Bur l i ngton Norther n freight t r ain on a 3-track bridge overp~ ss just outside 
o f Lo.Grange (Chic aGO suburb) . The bridge spans the IHB and Conrail tracks 
thus offering a good r o.i lfnnni ng s pot for a rea r o.il fons . The a ren is ea s ily 
nccesio.bl e bec nuse .Od gen Ave, run~on one side of .the IHB & CR t r a cks . I n 
case your i nterested thi s site wa s frequented by the l a s t TAMR convention. 
All right John wha t di d you do? MK 



Layout: John Huey PAGE SIX 

The Portland, Soo.ttle & Eastern Rnilwny Coapo.ny got into serious 
finnncinl troubles in the l.'.ltc 1940's. At tho.t point in time the lino wns 
still 100% steo.m. However, <::'. try n po.rtinl diescliz<1 tion wc.s r:inde o.nd by 
1956 tho .rend hnd bocooo 100% diesel. Unfortuno.toly this did not help o.nd 
the roc-.d filed for bnnkruptcy in thc..'t yonr. 

All of the r o.ilroad 1 s holdings ucro then purchased by tho presen t owners 
o.nd the railroc-.d vms scoi-rennmed--Portland, Seattle & Eo.st ern Trnnsportat ion 
Conpcmy. Tho PSE-!E expanded duo to the foresight of tho now owners. It <llso 
nndo n profit c.ble o.groonont with its sister rond, the Elsinore Vnllcy, by 
1960. Now tho rend hc.d o. Co.no.de. to Mexico to Tex.::ts run. Tho r a11ro <:>.d 1 d 
principnl . connections o.ro with the Southern Pa cific, Western Po.cific hnd 
Union Pacific R.R. This, plus the i nc rcnaod on lino industry expansion hns 
conbin6d to boast tho P,S&E to n ro~l clnssi r a ilroad. 

Tho section of tho PS&E .t>hi:.': I .:th nodoling lies i n northern Cwlifornin 
cmd southern Oregon. When I c or.ipl cto oy p~c eent-1:-ayout, it nill h~vo'. [t 

totnl cizo of 10by 15 foot. I no using around tho wall typo construction for 
tho centra l lovol. However, support s for both ::m upper And lower level o.re 
in tho works, o.nd will be report ed hero if they vrork out (TN: A prOi::ise?) 

Our engine roster is still growing nnd includes such diverse aodols ns 
E9's, RF16 A&B's, U25B 1 o 2 SD45 1 s nnd o. GP40. Ea.ch of which hc.vo n seui­
spocinl· d~ty to porfora of which each docs bettor thnn the others. A gr oup 
of 3 ;md 2 F45' s will soon bo plo.cod in .'.1.ctive fr eight cmd pn c::;cnger service. 

Since tho le.st TAMR Dir ectory w.:>..s printed tho PS&E hc.s begun to tro.de 
pasnes vith interested parties, write oe. My other interests lie in t wo 
fioln. Ono i s codol rocketry a nd the other is t arget shooting, honovor, trio 
letter ho.a slowly but surely ovorttiken the former. 

GET TO KNOW YOU: Tira Vort1nndo 

You c annot i ungino the thrill whicl~ v10nt through ny soul v:hon " do 
Editor11 nskod for TJo to write o.bo ut r:wnolf for the r evived "Getting t o kno\'! 
You" pa ge. My nscocintion v;ith the TPJ.1R goon b.::.ck ct long w,::ty-- o..bout 1969 
I think. Now there wor e prob.::i.bly i:10ro pros.sing matters like mud-slinging 
the Com.1ics o.wniting 1 but I igorod ny civil duty, as I no wont · to clo 1 nnd 
wont chasi ng tr.:i.ins. At loe .. st tha t 1 G whn t I thought! · Rowovcr,, 0 li ttlo 1 .::-~tor 

I joined the TAMR Buroc.ucr ncy (TN: Sor;10tiocc spelled 11 Buronucr-'.l.zy") in t h o 
fora of n regional editor. Sonet ino later, socking a r e turn to a noronl 
disorganized life, I pawned this off to sot10 unspocting soul, only to find 
tlmt o. problen of public a tion punct uo.lity docroodcd thnt I should edit this 
beloved public a tion. I did until recently. So I guc c s it' s t i ao to c onfoss-­
n t lcnst M3rk thi~ks so. 

Believe it or not , I do got to watch tra ins! (TN: If ho's not wa tching 
sonothing rrith ~ better wheel ng~rangoaont) Continued on pn~o · 1 . 



~ ScratchbuildinGl D3vc Mc.nton PAGE SEVEN 

SCRATCHBUILT N SCALE BOXCAR1 

Soao tiao ago , ay brother ecoivcd a copy_ of . ~ho NMRA Bulletin in tho 
nc:til •. on tho centerfold, there · nere boxcc'.1r s ides r.indc out of c o.rdstock in 
all tho popualr aodoll i nG scal es.fa~ n car contest that they wore holding . 

Pnul had not built his car . for the contest , ho~vevor he t ho ugh t thnt I 
r 

n i ght Get a kick out of building one for oy pike . Ho thus in turn g~vo no 
the cnr sides for N Scale a nd wi th a little t i ne , a l ot of pa ti ence and a fe w 
scr~pbox itcn s , I was ab le to cone up with a f nirly' dec ent looking c ar , with 
the sides rcsocbl i ng an old 40 ' reefer. 

~ i~h a n old 50 ' boxc a r I took f r oa ny sc r a pbox , I ha d e l l t ho parts I 
needed for the job . Fir s t , I trinood tho sides of tho car , so that only tho 
ends cc:-id roof ron.::lined . Next I cut tho under s ide do\m to s ize and g1uod it 
b::tck together . I di d tho so.De nith the roof . However , tho r oo f wc. s nar c 
difficult ns it uas nado o f very thin natoria l . I then proc eeded to cut out 
the c0.r sides C'.nd glued t hou on to c. piece of ca rdst ock th o s nr.1e size . 

No\'/ I Glued the sides . to tho roof nnd ornb using plo.stic nnd pt:\por ccnent. 
I aanagod t o c oaondiro the whee l s of an old hopper car f or use on ay now 
CC'.r. Sooc filinG was required t o keep tho whoola froa rubbi ng on cr glfiod 
joi nt nhon i t pctGscd c.r ound ::-. c urvo , but it wo rks fine now . 

Finding o. way to wei ght the car was di ffi cul t , as I found out that t hh o 
weight fron .t ho 5.0 footer wo uldn ' t fit.· I fin c.lly found o. hoc.vy nut th <0.t 
wo uld wor k C\nd I pr oceeded t o c01:10nt it to tho f r anc . ·I thci,n ccuontod tho 
body of tho ca r to tho fro.Do C'.nd ny car WC\s finished . 
\'/HY DOESN"T SOMEBODY TH INK UP SOME PLANS FOR A TAMR BOXCAR? 

GETTING TO Kl'TO\'/ YOU : TiD Vorriondo (cont ' d) 
Modelling , however , is pretty well shot ns I don ' t hC'.Vo enough roan , nonoy , 
tine, etc. , a l t ho I di d have o. sr.wll le .you which never go t anywher e , but I 
still koop sono aodols. My choo--c hoo pc csion is for el ectricity , whi ch 
n o.kos no f orlmato , for tho l a dt intorurb:m hc.s i ts o<'.'.sto r n torni nus j us t clown 
.:t couple o. roc:ds -- Tho c,ss & SB . I an aoro than h~-PPY t o writo t o o.nd trc.dc 
photoG v1ith other such frco.lrn. I will oven l oo_\: nt othors f or ns of l ocouot i on 
for tine to tiDc . 

My phot ot:;r c.phy is c,c conpli shed with n Pon t ::x KX o.nd such .J.ccosflory 
oquipncnt GS 28 , 50, 105 , 300 o.nd close up nillinotcr l enses , o. tripod c.nd 
nliko , soao of which is not used ns ouch hero ns olccwh or o . 

AS f or DY privt:\ to life , I L'Il no t r:i.:.rriod (Is nnyono liGtening?) rmd nako 
ny of fic C'. l living cs an· engi neer for tho South Bend Do. tor Wor k s , whore 
Co.side froD writing thio) I u oo.suro hydr an ts, c hoc k for choc1t or s C\nd t .'.'.kc 
pict ures . I i:'.Ll o.l so t ho photographer for t hr ee 2ro ::-. fire dopt'.rtnonts <"-nd <'.'.D 
<'.:\ sw1oor - torn gro.ducttc o f I ndi C'.nt:\ University (Hist or y--AaoriC C\il int elloctuc.l , 
r eligious) and nn hoping to purse gr o.duntc studios soocday. 

I thi nk t his we ll toll you who.t you sho uld know id you ' d like to writ e . 
but if you plcn to visit , hero ' s o. rec ollection of C\11 Ec:s tornor who di 0. : 
Thero c:r o l ot s of trnins nnd gr ndc vrossings--nostly ac tion photos ; girls 
for l ooki nG only and f ew trees ~o s it under (TN : And to stny cool or war o 
dopc·1ding on t ho Goo.son). 

----------- - ------- - - -----~------------------ - ----------- ~-----------~~------------- - -
RAIL HAPPENINGS-- Wntseka , Illi noi s--Gnry Hor ner drc ve his car a round a 
crossing gnte a nd wa s struck by both a northbound & southbound L&N tra ins . 
As c. r esult the dri ver was killed , but ho succe~d ed .in derailing a fe w t ank 
c ars whi ch threntenod to explode if the toBperature went ab ove 90 degrees . 
Firer:i on succeeded in hosin then down in time to prev en t an explosion nbout 
t wo blocks fron the business distr i ct . Mor al o f the story : Mind the ga t es , 
when their down, th ere is usua lly a tra in no t f a r away !! MK 



Crossword So l ut i on : · RAIL HAPPEN I NGS-­ PAGE EIGHT 
Tim Tonge 
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CHESSIE#MKT 

Amtrck Turboliner service betwwen Chicago & Milwa ukee will 
be triomed beginning Oct 30, 1977 . It is par t of a $28 
millon bolt-ti ~;ht oni:n g fro.; oct by Am tr3.k . Two r~ nily trc; i ns 
the 8:20 ff oo Milv & the 8:30 fro m Chic ago will ~e cut, a s 1 

well ~s t uo sund~y-on ly trains-~the 7:20 p. m. fr 6m Milw. I 
-~~~'" -~~~~~~:~~-:~~:_:~~~-:~~~~:~~~--~-----------------------J 
More bad q oua--R ~il Commuter Service provided by Conra il j 
between Chic ,go & V~ lparaiso , IN. will be discontinued 
this sprinG if t ho I ndi a na legisla ture doesn't begin sub­
sidizing 50% o f the run 1 s losses. The service .:t l most died 
earlier this yea r until the I ndia na offic a ls agrr eed to 
subsidize 10% of. th e los e.s. A L1o r e ir;medi ate concern is 
t hat nany of tho c~rs being use~ a re old and without hea t 
for the upcoainG ~inter . Four ha ve been sc r a pped and if the 
rema ining 14 c~nnot be repa ir ed or repla ced service might 
be termin~~t od ! Ho~r tha t Doug !! 

THIS SPAC E I S J.V,". ILABLE FOR ADVERTISING ! CONTACT AD MANAGER 

---------~-------------- ----------------------------------------------------------­. 
Hunor: GroG LaRocc n 

FANAT~ICS. U NL I Ml·TE D 
Pcrh·aps thore· is no group on Ecir.th ncre da ngero us thrrn Re.ilf<lns. 

Those froCLl{s of ·nnturo live with just one purpoco i n r1ind : t o t [lko pic tur e s 
of tr c..i ns ! I n order t o o.cconpl i sh t ~1is gonl, they will do o.nythin i;, On e 
po.rtic ul G.r1y dosporet to group gro '12cd. the reils on c. steep hill , t h us c ~.using 

a !: envy' fro i i:;ht to stc-.11, onablinc t h or.1 to got tho best poss i bl o s hots. 
Anothe r Qani nc infiltrntod the Little Le ngue n s nn ~npir o , a nd c a lled tine 
out whenever a tra in pa ssed on s oa o nea rby track. 

How docs on identify n Rnilf:tn ? A ve'ry int orect i ng q uesti on! If yo u 
ha ppen t o be near n r nilroe.d , i t is oc:.sy. These c har ::i.ctors a r c giv en cx1::-.y 
by n 35rn.i c::.nor a strc.ppcd nro un d t h eir nc!".k , o. j o.c:.l5'.ot with .:.cppr ox, 1000 
r a ilr ond her etl d s ~own on etnd/or tho tendonry to go wild when tho f~ ack 
vibr a tos, yelling, 11 TRAI N" ! ! ! They D.re not Ltbove pushixrg pe opl e ::.side in 
order to cot the best picture. However, if you o.ro l oc .::. tcd <'-bout . 5 uilcs fror.1 
the ne etrost tr c,ck the t et sk bocor.Jcs ::i. lit tle r10 r o difficult. Signs t o l ook 
f or hovrnvor , r: re pro fuse s we et t i ng ( wi thdrawc l sysp t i ons ), f oLU:iing nt tho 
couth nnd wi l d sobbi ng nt tho ·s i ght of o. truck (exc ept fire truc ks , right Tin) 

Medic.:i.l science hc.s clone wonders so it is possibl e t o o. ff 0ct · c. cure 
of s orts; tho best theretpy seons to be cou ploto withdr::;wol fr on tro.i ns by 
l ocking them nw::.y in .:i pl.:tco tha t h::\sn 't o.ny . The i nner p etrt o f Outer Mcn­
golio. , to nnt10 ono such plo.co . It is r:lso possibl e to o::.se then o ut onto 
plo.stic o.irpl.:me nodo l s (Ugh !). Unfortun:lte ly 1 none of those i s ,:. conpletc 
curo becaus e if they nro loft in tho presence of trc.ins fer cioro than 3 
a i nutos , thoy rovory back to their f a na t ic a l solves . · 

RA IL HAPPEN INGS-- The Rock Islo.nd R.R. in nn effort to 9ncre ::i.se profits, 
servic e and efficency is designa ting 400 niles of tra ck in Arka nset s nnd 
Lo ui s i 2nin n s a " qu.:;si-independent 11 oper~ing unit to be known e.s 11 t ho Litt l e 
Rock". According to the Rock it will be 11 tre <:.. ted a s a sepera te profit cen t er 
within our lo.rg er system, with loc a lly oriented ma n ag ers a nd rolling stoc~'. 

Perha ps sporting a new hera l d or reporting n a r ks? MK 



PAGE NINE 

THE .. fi! T COMMA .. JIJDHENTS OF RAILFi\.N SAFETY 
• ' • .J· ;.i ( I .} 

I, Thou shnllt a sk por a i ssion bofor c venturing upon private pr operty. 

II . Thou sha ll t lo~vo o.11 things in th o position they wore found. 

III. Thou ~h::. llt lo::.vo only fo otprints , t::.ke only pictures . 

IV. Thou shallt not st~nd botwoon t ho r a i l s. 

v. Thou shallt st ::.n~ bnck fr oa ao vi nG trains. 

VI. Thou sha llt travel nt l o~st 40 ' out of tho way to a voi d a st anding strig 
of c ecr s . 

VII. Thou sho.llt no t cliab upon oquipaon t unless gi ven spec ific poraissi~n . 

VIII , Thou shc.llt ~void el ectric track swi tches. 

IX. Thou shall t st::cy cut o f t ho w::.y o f R . R . por sonccl c.nd other r ctilfcms . 

X. Thou shallt not stop on a rail. 
----~~~~~-~~;;;;;~;;~ - ~~~~~~~~~~- ;;~~~- (;~~-;~~~)-------------------------------------

A r ailroad i ndust ry sour c c s:::ys rnilroc,d s don ' t f ors'oo "' r.i.:c jor business 
upturn , ~lt houGh t hey ar c -or dori nc thousands o f now froi cht c nrs . 

Tho source s ays t ho purcha s e l evels c. ro j ust ret urning t o nor onl nft or 
t wo y oo.rs of spnrso -buyinG . Tho previous low l evel s of buyinc c.pp .~.rently CetD c 

a s ::. result o f cvor - purcho.so o f cars durin6 qnrlior periods o{ bettor business. 
The source coaacntod ns i ndastry or cnniinti ons r cl cnsod iicures show­

inG orders f or J uly t ot all ed acr e t han seven t hous and c nrs-- t ho sec ond 
strai cht nonth thnt or ders hi t tha t level. 

Railroad s usually but now cars when business turns upwnr d , but this 
yonr , tra ffic has boon nixed . Thero hnvo boori drops in grai n , stool and co~l 
tonnaco but inc ro ~ses i n now a ut oaobil os and fl nt bcd 6nrrinGo o f truck 
trai l ors . MT 

======== ======================= =======================~============================== = = 

ELECTION TIMETABLE 

This i s an ear ly report on how we pla n to conduct the election a nd bec e\ use 
o f its very spec i a l procedures we thouGht you should be irtforaed: 
( 1 ) Election postponeuent a ppea rs i n September /October Hotbox (This issue) . 
(2) Nominat i on form fo r Pr es i dent o.nci Secreta ry a ppears in Novenbor/Deceober 

Hotbox. Nooination d oad lin~ for Pres/Sec . is the issuance of J an/Feb HB . 
(3) Noninat ion fon1 for Auditor a nd Treasurer a ppears in January/Fe burary 

i ssue of Hotbox . Deadline for Aud/Treas . is March 1 , 1978 . 
(4) Candi date s speeches and Bnllots ~ppear in March/April Hqtbox . Bal lot 

deadline ha s been set c u April 30 , 1978 . ' 
(5) Results o.ppear i n Mc~y/Jun e Hotbox possibly with r eports from the vi ctori ous . 

As of !!..Q!! this is the proposed ELECTION TIMETABLE. If , ho wever , th e 
·-schedul e o f the Hotbox i s changed or the Executive Board further revises 

the schedule . An Announceoeqt of the changes will o.ppear in tho next Hotbox. 
++++++++ ++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CLOS I NG DATE FOR ISSUE #146 : Novoabor 1 , 1977 
MAILING DATE : Novcabor 30 , 1977 
SHOULD BE I N YOUR RM1DS NO Lf\.TER THJ'.,_[\J" : Doc cr.ibor 1 5 , 1977 • 
I F I T I SN ' T, VIRITE TO ME (EDITOR) AND LET ME KNO\il ! ! ! 
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ALCC) S4 ·c ONV EJ<-.s 10 N 
The following is ·a locor:iotive conversion given to me by my good friend, 

Bill Crain. He runs a local Hobby Shop under his own name and has been more 
than helpful to me, 

THINGS YOU WILL NEED: 
1--ATHEARN Baldwin S12 powered .loconctive 
1--AHM 1000 body shell (Alco) 
1 AHM RS2 body shell (Alco) 
1--Gal Scale diesel bell (BE 322)* 
1-- Cal Scale number boards (NB 260)* 
1--Pack Kemtron Alco handrail stachions (x-206) 
1--Pack Detail Associates sunshades (SS-1301)* 

YOUR TOOLS: 
Paint and Decals, etc.* 
Fioquil: Engine Black, Daylie;ht Orange &Crystal Cote* 
Micro-Scale RH-71, Gode 8771* 
s.P. Tiger Strip or Mod~~n Switchers* 
Testers body putty & styrene cement* 
*= OPTIONAL--Used only on SP unit's-or a freelanced version at your own dis­
crea:tion! 

Once you have obtained all the parts- I have listed, plus a razor saw, 
X-Acto knife, file, sandpaper, glue & an airbursh or suitable brushes you 
may begin, 

STEP ONE: Remove the cab-hood and Battery Box assembly froo t he Si2 1 s 
frame. Remenber to cut carefully as the frame iR the basis of t h . .:> ;::0'1:,-l? Discard 
the rest, just keep the frame. Cut the longhood from the RS2 b o-~y , (i __ ~ sc ard 

the cab and short hood assembly, them remove the endrailings fr o·2 tho RS 2' s 
ane.p -in handrail sections unless you intend to make your unit l i e l' -, ' ::i.ble 
you will need these. Do the same with the Alco 1000 body but thi .3 . '.;:i.:.1c s ave 
both sections--cab & ~ood. -

STEP TWO: Take the hood from the RS2 an9, fit it Over the At'. 1-') e.rn r;1e chanism, 
You should find it too tight, This is due -td the frru.ie r:1oldinc" ~- c:c,.:--r ected 
this by filing it down to the poi~ ~ where it slid over more f r~~~y . ~l s o I 

'removed some curviture from the notor 1 s sides the sane way w:i_-;: 11 ~ 1 0 :'..11 effect's 
all all, however, be very careful if you do this. "I kid yo u l!O t;i or ~r-J u can 
mount a different motor if you prefer. 

STEP THREE: Sna p the S12 frame in place, then renove the r adia tor det ail 
and stack from the RS2's hood top with fine sandpaper and glue it in pJ.ace, 
Glue the cab in place too and keep an even (or close) space a t each enct and 
let dry. 

STEP FOUR: While you are .waiting for the glue to dry, ver carefullJ, re­
!JOVe all casting's fron the_hood top of the Alco 1000- -I me an the square rad­
iator top, the four louvers, the smoke stack and the other 3 circular air 
11 gizr:ioes" 9 After makj,ng notes on their location, s and down the base of all 
items till only the detail parts remain, After making sure tha t fit flush 
in place on the other hood, glue them in place,. You can fill in any irregular­
ities with body putty, When this is dry apply the Kentron handrails as in­
structed or use a r egula r Athearn handrail set for the s12, however, I think 
Kemtron's look better! 
STEP FIVE: (OPTIONAL); Before you paint you nay wish to apply the bell, nur:lber 
boards and sanchades, See page 230 of the 2ND. Diesels Spotter Guise for 
proper loc a tions. 
STEP SIX: Fill in any gaps in the body, Especially at the rear behind the 
cab--I used card stock and body putty where needed, (cont'd next page) 



Alco S4 Conversi on : John Huey (c ont ' d) PAGE ELEVEN 

Then paint. and decal acc or di ng to your i nstructions. Once you have done these 
t hi ngs your switcher shoul d really be taking forn . 

Once all the bodywork is done and the unit is pai nted bl a ck, you should 
gi ve the unit a coat of Floquil Crystal Cote. This will make the unit r eady 
f or decaling-- but no ~1att er what road you do pai nt i t for renenber the Crystal 
Cote • . The r eason I endor se this product i s because the way the decal filn 
seem's to disappear into it, try it! And I proaise not to say, "You' ll like 
it." 

Finally paint the stack silyer (for SP) but l eave th e sides black and 
add your choic e of couplers. 

Now if you have had any l uck at all, you will have · a close 84 or semi 
S6 for the SP. Al so you will be the proud owner o f a l oconot ive that is not 
on every layout i n the USA ! 

PROTOTYPE HAPPEN I NGS--

The I nters t ate Comr.:ierce Conni ssion (ICC) on Wed ., Mar ch 2, 1977 denied 
a bid froa the Milw. Roa to aerge into the BN . 

The Mil w. Road petitioned the ICC i n July to allow i t to join the BN 
because under the terms of that nerger i n 1967 , the Milw. Road was gi ven the 
right to seek inclusion into this line , however , the BN has opposed any such 
i nclusion, · 

The · ICC ruled aga i nst t he proposal because th'ey said that the 1967 r.ier ger 
di d not severely a ffect the .Milw. Road's bus i ness and that the current r:rnrger 
proposal would destroy needed conpetition between the two lines. 
*************************************************************************** 

Several i ncidents have been reported i n your l ocal rags c oncerning cri ne 
and vandalisn pl aguei ng train crevrn , I'n sure. 

Three i nc i dents that hit rags all over the country prove how bad it really 
is: (1) I n Kansas City, an engineer was hit with a bottle on the head i n his 
c ab and di ed by a person there. (2) I n Chicaeo, last July, a firet'Wn was fatally 
in jured when a beer bott l e shat tered his cab wi ndow spillinb gl a ss i n in face 
and cutting an artery i n his neck. (3) I n parts of Pennsylvannia & New York, 
snipers regul arly shoot a t trains tha t tra i n crews a ust take cover on tho floor 
when passi ng such dry- gulching territories. 

Robbery is also a c or.mon occurance on trai ns and that crews have star ting 
stringing barbed wire ac r oss cabooses to prevent t heives frou boardi ng slow 
trains . 

The AFL-CIO' s excc ut iue council has been i nst r m1ental in l ocating special 
protection devices to protect the crews and they are curr ently pushing for 
installa tion of bullet-proof windows i n loco's and crunny ' s that will be able 
to stop bottles , bricks & 22-c aliber bull ets 9 

What thi a all boils down to is that the railroads a i eht st art l ooking 
down on r ailfans wh o supposedly only want to t ake pictures of their power. 
So if you s uddenly get kicked out o f your fa~orite railfanning spot or you 
see an engineer duck i n the cab as he passes you , consider the r ailroads 
point of vi ew and show then that you nean no hare. On the other hand , if 
you see anyone throwi ne things a t trains or at ter.ipting to 11 lift

1

' sonething 
froa one, contact the local a uthorities i nnedi ately as he/she is ruining 
all our chances f or railfanning and the enjoynent of our hobby! 

Soviets Enter High- Speed Rail Transportati on 
The ER-200 , a s l eek bulle t -shap ed 14 car train made of a l wni nium a lloy 

capab l e o f doing 127 mph ., will run between Moscow and Leni ngrQd (434 miles) 
in about 4 hours. The train has Ct n autopilot whic h a utometticci.lly s l ows it 
f or s t a ti ons nnd then speeds i t up agai n . I t has a 3-way braking syst em 
which will stop i t in 1 mile fr om a speed of 124 mph . The cars are powered 
each by 10,00 k ilowatts & that ' s a lot of juice for a 14 car train ! MK 
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