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Editorial: Mark Tonlonson, Editor PAGE TWO
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s notcd. olcewhcro 1n thlu 1ssue, we have’ Just receiveéd’ a rash of
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applications fron people respondlnb to our ads in varoius nodel nagazines
(Septenber & August MR, August RMC and October Railfan). If everbody who
responded to the ads actuﬂlly join, (almost a statistical inpossiblity)
the sizc of this organization would double.,
For years, the nethod used to determineé interest in; the TAMR was the; -
number of artlclco subnitted to the editor's ‘desk, This is 2ll fine and dendy,
X at people have enodgh 1nterent tp take time to work on an arti¢le, with
- no hope of nonetury rowarde. However it does ignore the fact that, there are
probhbly several meubers who hLVe no 1nterest in 1nyth1ng connected with
the Hotbox cxcept. pulllnb it out of their mailbox every other nonth (HopefulTy')
It is temptlng .for ng as editor to:call :this;apathy, but I have o feeling thht'
not the cdsc. IF nondy is as scarce for you as it is For ne, you have to carec

non-article writing, TAMR nonbers.

A whilc 250 the#e was @ ¢ar exchange comnittees It actually got started
in N scale and was. proposed for HO, ‘but no formal cxchangp is going on right
nows Thore has also been a photo exchange. A pass exchange is already in
effect (look in your Dircctory dunny)e These arc just a fow of the ways that
nonwarticlc writing ncobers can become involved in the Sood-old TAMR. Surely

“there nust be others. (TN:- Running for .officc, naybe?)

Hawve any ideas? For gosh-sakkes -let- gomeone knownbout it Tell ne——teii*
. an-officcer, ‘or ny staff, but lect somcbody know about your iden. Then if

S you h“ve the tine, desire, drive, voluntcer to actually get it g01nb. (TN
In the TAMR you get out of it what you put into it) A cormittce chairnan,
pass exchange supervisor, or whatever, who is active and does the job they
said they would do is a definate asscst to the TAMR. I have no words polite
cnough - for sonconc who voluntcers for a Job'ﬂnd thon shurks' the responsibli
itics of it. (You should (n't) hear sonc of the things I called myself when_
that Hotbox was so late)’ e b L o SRR S

Don't feel guilty. if you can't think .of an article to wrltc, or can't
think of any nifty idea for cxchanging watch fobs or whatcvere Thé inportﬂnt
thing is that ‘you participate -in soﬁething that intércsts you., - ~

With theose new nenmbers coming 1n, it should be :eu51cr to find soncone
with the sanc intcrests you hovee It nay even be casier to find somconc
with the smrie interests who lives close cnough to you to avoid having to
nake a long distance call to got chold of then, As with anything in the
TAMR, you've got to start it if you really wont it to happen. Each menber
has soygething unique that they can cortrlbute. WHAT HAVE YOU GOT‘7
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ADVERTISING-~Marlk Ktsznink, 4818 W, chord‘o ‘Stroef, Chicago, Ii. 60611

Advertising is picking up for the Hotbox,. I hovo a few ods on hond

waiting for‘opﬂcc and p‘yqent For thoso 1ntcresfod hﬂro are the rates

:

onéce - ﬂgaln. : 3 SEEes s =05 R T : x

Bu, 5¢11 or’ Trade=-g0¢ 2 line, nowie and address printod free

' Pike ads=-Advertisc your pike, 25¢ a line, for a box add anw extra linc

Artworh donc ond chdrged by comploxlty,i gritc ne for Tates. Half and full :

page ads availablee Continous ads 2lso available at special: discount, write
4 nc for details,.

Pecatonica & Pontoosuc R.Re. is now cxchanging passcs, interested partics
contact the Advertising Manager (address & nane above) . .
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about anything you spond it on, Therc nust be some way to involve these caring,



OFFICER'S REPORTS: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD PAGE Three

EXECUTIVE SPECIAL

IEOBNTﬂg.PRESIDENT‘S PENw--

In the next several weeks, you may notice =2 series of reports about a
lunatic blowing up airport terminals (No offense John). In three nonths, I,
the“Son of Santa FE, will confess to the deeds; I will get book and movie 3
offeres, in which I will immoralize the TAMR, thus assuring several millon
new nembers. Or maybe I will perhapsy  jump off the World Trade Center with
a TAMR emblazed parachute., If anyone has any other brillant stunts to advance
the TAMR, tell us and ‘wé will be looking on the front page of our local dailies
for it! -=Mark Solonan
Auditor's Report--~

. WE ARE ROLLING AGAIN! Recently, I have received over 100 ingquires. This
is due to-our renewed ads. I wish to thank all those who helped get us going
again, I also hope that the new members are paepticipating and that. the "old-
timers" can show them the right way!

The question is, however, why did we ever falter? I am to blame as nuch
as anyone, I supposc. The comnunication between officers carlier this year
broke.down and nothing got accomplished. It was so bad, Doug Johnson felt
he had to start impeachment proceedings to get us go;ng. Kiddingly he said
he couldn't do it as we all gquickly replied to his letter. We started to
connunicate again. Thanks Doug! In the faltering a Hotbox was lost and now
that we're inproving, we hopc we will not lose another, We¢ now have an edge=--
we will help each other and I will be trying to do ny best! ~~John McGreevy
Treasurer!s Report--

For the period June 15, 1977 to August 15, 1977

Beginning baldnce 862 .65
Incone 829,00
Expenscs $00,00
Ending Balance 391.65 --Ra y Hakin

Secretary's Report-- Doug Johnson
Elcctions have been postponed until next yecar! (sec elsewhere in this
issue for further details). Tin Vernande and John Hucy have been appointed
to the Constitutional Board and will conduct the election, as the fuditor's
post is up for re~clection. ’ 2
If possible, I would like to see the Hotboxes accelerated for the rest
of the year, Pcrhaps even to a monthly schedule, if at 21l possible. This
would in sone neasure nake up for the long nonths we went with out anything,
and should stir up interest in the TAMR again, Thanks to the publicity, we
ave been getting (or should be getting) o lot of new menbers and this should
alleviate the money problen in the TAMR. Hopefully, I can arn~-twist the other
officers into writing a few articles to alleviate the shortage we night have
in that respect., (TYPIST's NOTE--Pcrhaps the HB schedule could be changed
to aeight disnlc schedule, instead of six. We could have specinl issues for
Decenber (christmas), January (Noninations) Feburary (Bzllots) March (Results)
this would not only incresec the frequency of the Hothox but would also get
elections done earlier in the year 2nd give us nore tine for other things
of importance) (Qur Sccretary talks about the futurc of the TAMR clscwhere)

NEW CIRCULATION MANAGER-- Eric Sgnder has agreed to beconc ou¥ new circulation
nanager for the Hotbox, Ed Shelby, the previous manager, rcsigned because of
lack of time to devcte to Qpe job. The editor and his staff wishes to extend

a warn welcorle to Eric who is joining the tean with this issuc! Finally, if
you do not rcceive your Hotbox contact Eric to see whnt happencd to it.




SECRETARY 'S REPPRT+ Doug Johnson, TAMR Sccretary PAGE FOUR

N-BG ' OUR. /SECRETARY SPEAKS®, : " 7. . -

THE lAMW' “Wha t does the future hold?

* Sincc the electiona have been posponed till next yecar (reported else
,Wherc in this issuc), we now have time to think about just what the futurec
is to hold for the TAMR before we elect new officerse. This is ﬂgood question

especially in light of this yeart's disnal prefornance,

0Of course, it will be argued by some that this year's officers have no
right to oxtend thoix own terns, which is constitutionally truce The job we
have donc nay not woarrant ewr staying around longere. Howover, if eclections
were held toady, who would run? The truth of the natter is that when none
inations we called for at the beginnimg of the year, only two people were
noninated, one for caech office, the latfer who has since dropped out of
contentiofi, The group. involvod in runn;pg the TAME is spall and getting old,
Nonec of the cuyrrent officers and Hotbox staff is under 17. (TN: Until now)

What doos this mean for the future of fhe TAMR? It means that the tine
has come for the loaderghip of the TAMR to pags on to newer, younger n bcrs.
If it doesn't, tho TAMR. will beconc less of a tcen's organization and no
of an adult organlzqtlon. BEventually, the current efficers will be tired of
working for a kid's group and there will be no one to take their placc.

The TAMR was designed with the younger nmodeler and r=ilfamn in nind,
It is up to thon to take cdvantoge of the opportunity thol® the TAMR offers
ang usc it to satisfy their needu:

Byt Anonynous, and after you read it I think you'll know why!

"p,.C. Peote"-Answers Your Modeling And Railfan Questions

Qe Sinco Antrak did not buy any new passenger cars until recently, where

did it get all af the cars it had been using?
4, Its not o well known fact anong the gemeral public, but nost of Amtrek's
long distance cars were purchased fronm the Isreali government and not fron
Anerican railooads as comnonly supposced. They also dld not begin 1ife as
railroad cars but rather as Egyptian tanks, which were captured dwring the
Six Day War. The cars werc conpletely rebuilt to their current congigurations
in South Ancrica before being placed in service in the U,S. They, ‘'unfort-
untally, still have the sance air conditioning systens as the Egyptian tanks
which is probably why they have been known to break down occasionally.,

Qs I'n thinking about suspending ny trackwork from the ceiling so I don't

have to ness around with building a toble or framework for ny layocut, Do you

think this idea will work? What possible suggestions can you nmake?

A, The techniques for what you describe are outlined in detail in Chapter 3

of ny new book, Hundreds of Helpful Hints for Hanging HomasotE, Schlock

Publishers $10,98 Retail, . The nain advantage of using this method is that

you save on wood and screws you don't need and you can easily nmodify your

trackplan by neerly cutting the string with an odinary scissors. )

Qe I'n building a model of Upper Oregon & West Dundee Flats Lumber Co's tank

Shay #14. How nmany rivits werc on the second row from the left above the

firebox door? A. This is o connonly known fact anong railroad fans that

if you don't know I'nn surely not going to tell you.

Qe I just bought somc 126~size film for my Nikon 35nn camerw, but. it won't

fit into it --- Suggestions?

A, Don't force it to fit, it will ruin a perfectly good 126 filn cartridge.
Throw your canera awcy and get a new one that accepts your fili.




A REPORT ON THE STATUS OF OUR PAGE FIVE

ELECTION?!

BY ORDER OF THE' EXECUTIVE BOARD, it was decided to. posipcne the
election of the President and Secretary until January of ]9?8. Therefore;
all nonminations rcceived for those.offices earlier this year are hereby
declared null and void! A B
In January of 1978, a combined election of 2ll the TAMR officers
will be conducted, The Auditor and Treasurer will thus serve terms of the
nornal two years but because of this unusual election situation, the President
and Secretary will hold special transition terms of only 1 year., This
special transition term is required in order for those offices to reattain
their schedule as outlined in Article 5 Section 4 of the present constitution,
In the event that only one person is nominated for an office by the
nomination deadline (because of the number of offices to be filled), a
provision will be made on the ballot for write-in candidatcs,
The Executive Board has deémed fit to onact the Constitutional Board
called for in Article 3 Scction 5 of the present constitution to conduct
this clcoction in bhe best interests of the TAMR. Tho members who were
appointed to this board arc Tim Vermande, former cditor and John Hucy,
Hotbox author, -
More information concerning the special'proceduros and practices‘of
this election will be forthcoming lator in ‘thig issgig _amd the next Hotbox.
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CONVENTIO.

It is time to start thinking about a possible TAMR convention for the
sunner of 1978, One site which has becn suggested is California. There are
nany things to see out there, not least of which are Cajon Pass and the
Tehachapi Loop. If you would like to explore further the possibilities of
a California convention, contact: John McGreevy, 738 Capino Durango, 1000
Ocks, CA 91360; or John Huey, 13819 Jersy Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650, or any
officer for that matter, Convention site is not closed for all means, if
you have a better sitc, contact an officer about that also.

" Before you dash of that letter, remcmber that the ideal convention
site should have the following: (1) Convicnient access to public trans-
portation, (2) Interesting railfonning possibilties, (3) Model layouts
available for a tour (4) Facilitics for ‘lodging and meals and (5) Finally,
a centnal neeting point for the convention,

There have been TAMR conventions before, some more intcresting than
others, There is also a direct reflection of the time and effort put into
them by the planncrs. : : -

RAIL HAPPENINGS-

” ——

August 24, 1977-- Amtrak's San Francisco Zephyr'collided with a derailed
Burlington Northern freight train on a 3-track bridge overpass just outside
of LaGrange (Chicago suburb). The bridge spans the IHB and Conrail tracks
thus offerlrg a good railfanning spot for area railfans. The aren is easily
accesiable because Odgen Ave, runson one side of ‘the IHB & CR tracks. In
case your interested this site was frequented by the last TAMR convention.
A1l right John what did you do? MK




- - -y Ll ol ol -

Layout: John Hucy PAGE SIX

Transportation (o=
: Established 1956

The Portland, Scattle & Eastern Railway Company got into serious
financial troubles in the late 1940's. At that point in time the linec was
still 100% stcam. However, a try a partinl dieselization was nmade and by
1956 the road had become 100% diesel. Unfortunately this did not help and
the road filed for bankruptey in that year.

All of the railroad's holdings were then purchasced by the present owners
and the railroad was semi-renamcd-~Portland, Scattle & Eastern Transportation
Coupony. The PS&E cxpanded duo to the foresight of the new owners. It also
nadc a profitable agrecmont with its sister road, the Elsinorec Valley, by
1960, Now thec road had a Canada to Mcxico to Texas run. The railroad'd
principal conncctions arec with the Southern Pacific, Western Pocific and
Union Pacific R.R. This, plus the iacreased on linc industry cxpansion has
conbined to boast the P,S&E to a resl classl railroad .

The scction of the PS&E $has T air modeling lies in northcrn‘culifornlu
and southern Orcgon, When I couplete ny preﬁeﬁt—iayout, it will have a -
total sizec of 10by 15 feotes I an using around the wall type construction for
the contral level, However, oupports for both an upper And lower level are
in the works, and will be reported herc if they work out (TN: A promise?)

Qur cngine roster is still growing and includes such diverse nodels as

E9's, RF16 A&B's, UZ5B's, SD45's and a GP4O, Each of which have 2 scnmi-
speeial- duty to perfornm of which cach does better than the othors. A4 group
of 3 and 2 FP45's will soon be placed in active freight and passenger servico.

Since the last TAMR Dircctory was printed the PS&E has begun to trade
passes with intcrested parties, write mes My other intercsts lie in two
ficls. Onc is modol rocketry and the other is target shooting, however, the
latter has slowly but surcly overtaken the formor.

GET TO KNOW YOU: Tim Vermande

You cannot incginc the thrill which went through my soul when "de
Editor® asked for me to writc about mysclf for the revived "Getting to know
You" pagece My association with the TAMR goes back a long way=--about 1969
I think., Now therc were probably more pressing matters like mud-slinging
the Comnics awaiting, but I igorcd ny civil duty, as I am wont to do, and
went chasing trainse. At least that's what I thought! However, a little later
I joined the TAMR Burcoucracy (TN: Somctines spelled "Burcaucrazy") in the
forn of a regional editor, Sometime later, sceking a return to a normal
disorganized life, I pawncd this off to some unspecting soul, only to find
that o problen of publication punctuality decrceded that I should edit this
beloved publication. I did until recently. So I guess it's time to.confess-~
at lcast Mark thinks so.

Belicve it or not, I do gect to watch trains! (TN: If he's not watching
sorcthing with = bcttcr wheel aggrangenent) Continued on page :
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Scratchbuilding: Dave Monton PAGE SEVEN

SCRATCHBUILT N SCALE BOXCAR!

-

Sonc tine ago, ny brother cceived a copy of fhe NMRA Bulletin in the
nail..On the centerfold, there-were boxcar sides made out of cardstock in
211 the popualr modelling scales for- a car contest that they were holding.

Paul had not built his car. for the contest, ho?évdr he thought.that I
night get a kick out of building onc for my pike. He thus in turn gave ne
the car sides for N Scale and with a 1ittle time, alot of patience and a few
scrapbox items, I was able to come up with a fairly' decent looking car, with
the sides resemnbling 2n o0ld 40' reefer,

Wibh an old 50' boxcar I took fron ny scrqpbox, I had 211 the parts I
nceded for the job, First, I trimmed the sides of the car, so that only the
cnds and roof remaincde. Next I cut the underside down to sizec and glued it
back together. I did the sanme with the roof. However, the roof was nore
difficult as it was mode of veory thin naterial, I then proceeded to cut out
the car sides and gluecd then on to o piece of cardstock the same size.

Now I glued the sides.to the roof and cends using plastic and paper conent.
I nanaged to conondirc the wheels of an old hopper car for usc on ny new
care Sonc filing was requircd to keop the wheels from rubbing on a glied
Joint when it passecd around a curve, but it works finc now,.

Finding a way to weight the car was difficult, as I found out that thhe
weight from the 50 footor wouldn't fit.” I finally found a heavy nut that
would work and I procceded to ccnont it to the framec. I thdrn cemented the
body of the car to the frame ond ny car was finished,

WHY DOESN"T SOMEBODY THINK UP SOME PLANS FOR A TAMR BOXCAR?
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GETTING TO KNOW ¥OUs Tin Vorrande (tont*dy
Modelling, however, is prectty well shot os I don't have cnough roon, noney,
tine, ctce, altho I did have a small layou which never got anywherc, but I
still kcep sonc nodelse My choo=~choo passion is for clectricity, which
nakes ne forunate, for the ladt intcrurban has its castern terninus just down
a couple a roads == The C,SS & SBe I am nores than happy to writo to and trade
photos with other such froaku. I will cven look at othors forms of loconotion
for time to tinec.

My photography is accomplished with a Pentox KX and such accessory
cquipnent as 28, 50, 105, 300 and closc up millinecter lenscs, a tripod and
alike, sonc of which is not uscd as nuch herc as clscwhero,

AS for ny private life, I on not narried (Is anyone listening?) and nake
ny offical living as an cngincer’ for the South Bend Water Works, where
(aside from writing this) I necasurc hydrants, check for cheaters and take
picturcse I om also the photographer for three arco fire departnents and an
a swaner-tern graduate of Indiana University (History-~Americon intellectuzil,
religious) and an hoping to pursec groaduate studies soncday.

I think this well toll you what you should know id you'd like to write,
but if you plan to visit, herc's a recollection of an Easternor who did:
There are lots of trﬁlns and grade vrossings=--nostly action photos; girls
for looking only and few trces to sit under (TN: And to stay cool or warn
depending on the season).
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RAIl. HAPPENINGS--~ Watseka, Illinois~~Gary Horner drcve his car around a
crossing gate and was struck by both a northbound & southbound L&N trains.
A5 o result the driver was killed, but he succegded in derailing a few tank
cars which threatened to explode if the temperature went above 90 degrees.
Firemen succeeded in hosin them down in time to prevent an explosion about
two blocks from the business district, Moral of the story: Mind the gates,
when their down, there is usually a train not far away!! MK




Crossword Solution:
Tim Tonge

SOO##SL#AHT
A#NASHVILLE -
NOTHSO#ZCO#
THAUTOAHOWL
ATRAHTWO#HO
HATCCHAH#HGN
PCOH##RBOAGG
AHHUABANDH#
TB#GHASHEEL
HOT##SHELL#
#SO#S SHLAHA
ATHEL#HMAR
TONAORATAMR
#NY SWHEARTH
FACP#RRAERA
BHAHUHITHAY
CHES STEAMKT
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Hunor: Greg LaRocca

» RATL, HAPPENINGS=-- PAGE EIGHT

Amtrak Turboliner service between Chicago & Milwaukee will
be trimmed beginning Oct 30, 1977. It is part of a §28
millon belt-tightenimg prq,ect by Amtrak. Two cCaily trains
the 8:20 from Milw & the 8:30 from Chicago will be cut, a
well as. two Sunday=only trains--the 7:20 p.m, from Milw,
and the 10330 p.n. from Chicago,

More bad ncws=-=R2il pommuter Service provided by Conrail
tatween Chicngo & Volparaiso, IN.  will be discontinued
this spring if the Indiana legislature doesn't begin sub-
sidizing 50% of the run's losses. The service almost died
earlier this yoar until the Indiana officals agrreed to
subsidize 10% of the loses. A more immediate concern is
that many of the cnrs being used are old and without heat
for the upconing winter. Four have been scrapped and if the
remaining 14 connot be repaired or replaced service might
be terminazrted! Hcar that Dougt! -
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE FOR ADVERTISING! CONTACT AD MANAGER
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_ FANATICS: UNL II\NTED

Perhaps there is no group on Earth ncre dangerous than Railfans,
These frecks of nature live with just one purpose in nmind: to take pictures

of trainst In order

to acconplish this goal, they will do anything. Onc

particularly desperatc group greaccd the reils on a steep hill, thus causing
a Leavy freight to stoll, enabling then to get the best possible shots.
Another naniac infiltrated the Little League as an unpirc, and called tinae
out whenever a train passed on sonie nearby track,

How does on identify 2 Railfan? A very interesting questiont! If you

happen to be necar a

railroad, it is easy. These characters are given oway

by a2 35mn canera strapped around their neck, a jac¥et with approx, 1000

railroad heralds scwn on and/or the tondeney to go wild when tho track

vibrates, yelling, "TRAIN"!!! They are not above pushing people 2side in

order to get the best picture. However, if you are located about 5 niles fronm

the ncarest track the task becores a little nmoré difficult. Signs to look

for however, are profusc sweating (withdrawel symptions), foaning at the

nouth ond wild sobbing at the 'sight of a truck (cxcept fire trucks, right Tin)
Medical science has done wondérs so it is possible to affect-a cure

of sorts; the best therapy scoms to be completc withdrawel from trains by

locking them away in a place that hasn't any. The inner part of Outer Mon-

" golia, to nane one

such pleces. It is also possible to ease then out onto

rlastic airplane nodels (Ugh!). Unfortunately, none of these is a conpletec
curc becausc if they arc left in the presence of trains for rore than 3
ninutes, they rcvery back to their fanatical selves.

RAIL HAPPENINGS-~

The Rock Island R,R. in an effort to O9ncrease profits,

service and efficency is designating 400 miles of track in Arkansas and
Louisiania as a "gquasi-indépendent" operating unit to be known as "the Little

Rock", According to

the Rock it will beMtreated as a seperate profit center

within our larger system, with locally oriented managers and rolling stock™.
Perhaps sporting a new herald or reporting marks? MK



. : ' ' PAGE NINE

THE,IEN COMMANDMEHTS OF RAILFAN SAFETY
I. Thou shalltlask pernission before venturing upon privatce property.
IXI. Thou shallt lecave 211 things in the position they were found,
IIT, Thou shallt lecave only footprints, toke only picturcs.
IV. Thou shallt not stand betwecon the rails.
V. Thou shallt stand back fronm noving trains.

VI. Thou shallt travel at least 40' out of the way to avoid o standing strig
of cars. ;

VII. Thou shallt not climb upon cquipnient unless given specific pernission,
VIII. Thou shallt avoid electric track switches. ,
IX. Thou shallt stay out of the way of ReR. personal and other railfans,.
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\ﬁAIL HAPPENINGS: Associated Press (New York)

A railroad industry sourcc says railrcads don't forsce o najor business
upturn, a2lthough they arc-ordering thousands of ncw freight cars,

The source says the purchasc levels arc just returning to nornal after
two years of sparse-buyings The previous low levels of buying opparently canc
as a result of over-purchase of cars during garlicer periods of better busincss.

The sourcec connented as industry organizations releascd figures show=
ing orders for July totalled nore than scven theusond cors—-=the sccond
straight nonth that orders hit that level, _

Railroads usunlly but new cars when busimess turns upward, but this
Year, traffic has been nixed., Therce have been drops in groin, stocl and coal
tonnqgo but increases-in new autonobiles and flatbed éarridge of truck

railers, 5 MT
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ELECTION TIMETARLE

This is an early report on how we plan to conduct the election and because
of its very special procedures we thought you should be informed:
(1) Election postponement appears in September/October Hotbox (This issue).
(2) Nomination form for President and Secretary appears in Novenber/December
" Hotbox, Nomination deadline for Pres/Sec. is the issuance of Jan/Feb HB,
(3) Nomination form for Auditor and Treasurer appears in January/Feburary
issue of Hotbox. Deadline for Aud/Treas. is March 1, 1978,
(4) Candidates speeches and Ballots appear in March/April Hotbox. Ballot
deadline has been set cm April 30, 1973.
(5) Results appear in May/June Hotbox possibly with reports from the victorious.

As of now this is the proposed ELECTION TIMETABLE. If, however, the

“~schedule of the Hotbox is changed or the Executive Board further revises

the schedule., An Announcement of the changes will appear in the next Hotbox.
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CLOSING DATE FOR ISSUE #146: Novenber 1, 1977 .

MAILING DATE: Novcmber 30, 1977

SHOULD BE IN YOUR HANDS NO LATER THAN: Deconmber 15, 1977.

IF IT ISN'T, WRITE TO ME (EBITOR) AND LET ME KNOWii!
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ALCO S4 CONVERSION

The following is-'a locomotive conversion given to me by my good friend,

Bill Crain. He runs a local Hobby Shop under his own name and has been more
than helpful to me, g

THINGS YOU WILL NEED:
1-=ATHEARN Baldwin S12 powered .loconmetive
. 1=-=AHM 1000 body shell (Alco)

1 AHM RS2 body shell (Alco)

f==Cal Scale diesel bell (BE 322)*

f== Cal Scale number boards (NB 260)*

1==Pack Kemtron Alco handrail stachions (x=-206)
1=-=Pack Detail Assoclates sunshades (SS=~1301)*

YOUR TOOLS:

Paint and Decals, etc.*

Floquil: Engine Black, Daylight Orange &Crystal Cote*
Micro-Scale RH-71, Code 8771*

S¢P, Tiger Strip eor Modern Sw1tchers*

Testors body putty & styrene cement#

*= OPTIONAL--Used only on SP unit'!s~or a freelanced version at your own dis-
creation! g

Once you have obtained all the parts I have listed, plus a razor saw,
X-Acto knife, file, sandpaper, glue & an airbursh or suitable brushes you
may begine .

STEP ONE: Remove the cab=hood and Battery Box assembly from the Si2's
frame, Remember to cut carefully as the frame is the basis of the nmodel, Discard
the rest, Just keep the frame, Cut the longhood from the RS2 boiy, discard
the cab and short hood assembly, then remove the ‘endrailings fro: the RS2's
suap in handrail sections unless you intend to make your unit 1i.U, *able
you will need these, Do the same with the Alco 1000 body but this tine save
both sections~-cab & hood, :

STEP TWO: Take the hood from the RS2 and fit it Over the Athoarn mechanisnm,
You should find it too tight, This is due t6é the frame molding. 1 coorected
this by filing it down to the poini where it slid over more fr=cly, Also I
‘removed some curviture from the motorts sides the same way witiu x0 311 effect’s
all all, however, be very careful if you do thise. "I kid you not' or you can
mount a different motor if you prefer.

STEP THREE: Snap the S12 frame in place, then remove the radiator detail
and stack from the RS2's hood top with fine sandpaper and glue it in place,
Glue the cab in place too and keep an even (or close) space at each end and
let dry. .

STEP FOUR: While you are waitlng for the glue to dry, ver carefully, re-
nove all casting's from the_hood top of the Alco 1000-~I mean the square rad-
iator top, the four louvers, the smoke stack and the other 3 circular air
Mgizmoes", After miking notes on their location, sand down the base of all
items till only the detail parts remain., After making sure that fit flush

in place on the other hood, glue them in places You can fill in any irregular-
ities with body putty. When this is.dry apply the Kemtron handrails as in=-
structed or use a regular Athearn handrail set for the s12, however, I thlnk
Kemtron's loock better!

STEP FIVE: (OPTIONAL)j Before you paint you nay wish to apply the bell, nunber
boards and sanchades, See page 230 of the 2ND, Diesels Spottor Guide for
proper locations,

STEP SIX: Fill in any gaps in the bodye Especially at the rear behind the
cab=~I used card stock and body putty where needed, (cont'd next page)

A
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Then paint'and decal according to your instructions, Once you have done these
things your switcher should really be taking forme

Once all the bodywork is done and the unit is painted black, -you should
give the unit a coat of Floquil Crystal Cote, This will make the unit ready
for decaling==but no matter what road you do paint it for remenber the Crystal
Cotes The reason I endorse this product is because the way the decal film
seem's to disappear into it, try it! And I promise not to say, "You'll like
kel i 3

Finall& paiht the stack silver (for SP) but leave the sides black and
add your choice of couplers,

Now if you have had any luck at all, you will have a close S4 or semi
56 for the SP. Also you will be the proud owner of a locomotive that is not
on every layout in the USA!

PROTOTYPE HAPPENINGS==

The Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) on Weds, March 2, 1977 denied
a bid from the Milwe Roa to merge into the BN

The Milwe Road petitioned the ICC in July to allow it to join the BN
because under the terms of that merger in 1967, the Milw, Road was given the
right to seek inclusion into this line, however, the BN has opposed any such
inclusione *

The ICC ruled against the proposal because they sald that the 1967 merger
did not severely affect the Milw, Road'!s business and that the current nmerger
proposal would destroy needed competition between the two lines,
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Several incidents have been reported in your local rags concerning crine
and vandalism plagueing train crews, I'm sure,

Three incidents that hit rags all over the country prove how bad it really
is: (1) In Kansas-€ity,-.an engineer—wes hit with a-bottle on the head in his
cab and died by a person there, (2) In Chicago, last July, a fireman was fatally
injured when a beer bottle shattered his cab window spilling glass in in face
and cutting an artery in his necke (3) In parts of Pennsylvannia & New York,
snipers regularly shoot at trains that train crews nust take cover on tho floor
when passing such dry-gulching territories,

Robbery is also a comrion occurance on trains and that crews have starting:
stringing barbed wire across cabooses to prevent theives from boarding slow
trains,

The AFI~CIO's exccutiwe council has been instrumental in locating special
protection devices to protect the crews and they are currently pushing for
installation of bullet=proof windows in loco's and crummy's that will be able
to stop bottles, bricks & 22-caliber bullets,

What thig all boils down to is that the railroads night start looking
down on railfans who supposedly only want to take pictures of their powere.

S0 1f you suddenly get kicked out of your faworite railfanning spot or you
see an engineer duck in the cab as he passes you, consider the railroads
point of view and show them that you mean no harm. On the other hand if
you see anyone throwing things at trains or attempting to v1irt’ somethlng
fron one, contact the local authorities immediately as he/she is ruining
all our chances for railfanning and the enjoyment of our hobby!

Soviets Enter High-Speed Rail Transportation
The ER-200, a sleek bullet-shaped 14 car train made of aluminium alloy
capable of doing 127 mph., will run between Moscow and Leningrad (434 mlles)
in about 4 hours. The train has an autopilot which automatically slows it
for stations and then speeds it up again. It has a 3-way braking system
which will stop it in 1 mile from a speed of 124 mph. The cars are powered
each by 10,00 kilowatts & that's a lot of juice for a 14 car train! MK
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Officer's Addresses-= .

PRESIDENT MARK SOLOMAN, 6 Bayberry Branch, Casselberry, FL 32707 -

AUDITOR John McGreevy, 738 Camino Durango, 1000 &aks, CA 91360
SECRETARY Douglas Johnson, "335 Brandt Hall,. Valparsiso, oIN 46383
TREASURER Ray Hakim, 21 Clauss Ave, Paramus, NJ 07652

¥EMBERSHIP . Brain Angeli, State Line Drive, Pownal, VT 05261
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EDITOR * - Mark Tonmlonson, 306 W, Main, North Mancheétér, IN 46962

PUBLISHER . Andrew Dick, 15 Crescent.Drive, Convent Statlon, NJ 07961
CIRCULATION ‘Eric *Sa ndcr,,745>Prospedf, Wmnnetkﬁ TL, 60093
AVERTISING Mark Kaszniak, 4818 W, George St., chlcago, ILe 60641

TYPING © . Mark Kaszniak, (above) -

Membership Rates==$4,00 per year, Associate (over 21) $3,50, overseas airmail
$8400, Sustaining & life menberships also available. The Hotbox is the offical
publiCatlon of the Teen Association of Model Railroading and it presumes that
all materlal is subnitted gratis. =

TAMR HOTBOX, The Un-magazine of Railroading < s
306 We Main K -
No Manchester, IN 46962
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-LI ST CLASS M.

Advertising rates for the Hotbox are 20¢ per full line for members. Name &
‘Address printed free! Pike ads 25¢ per line. Half & Full page ads available
on request, Artwork charged by complexity. Ads are encouraged from model
railroad suppliers at 5% increase in about prices. contact Advertising Manager

for further information.



