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Hello, I'm Mark Tomlonson, the new Hotbox ec:tor. First, my apolosies
for this issue coming out four months late, There is no good excuse, hiat
I intend that this will be the last one that ccmes out late. There is an-
other Hotbox soméwhere in the system, It may be in your hands, or it may still
be waiting for funds to get it in the mail,

The TAMR is going throygh another crisis. It seems to happen about
every iwo or three years. Several years the TAMR almost died. There is no
reason to believe that it might not this time. The TAMR is run by it'’s
members. The. Hotbox is not like a commerical. publication. For MR. RMC, i
and others, you send in your money, sit back, and enjoy the magazine. For
anything to happen in the TAMR it has to start with you! The officers wiich
you elected cannot plan all the activities, and the editor cannot write 21l

“the articles, Most, if not all of them, have to come from you. Is therc

a dynamite railfan spot in your area? Issue an invitation to nearby TAMHY
members-to rail fan with you. They don't have to be that near. ‘Doug Joknsan,
Tim Vermande and I spent an afternoon in South Bend., It was only the sccond
time in ten years that I had met any TAMR members faee to facc. Is there
something about your pike that would interest anyone else? Write him about
it, send it to me, and you'll sce it in the Hotbox. The TAMR starts with you.-
If you don't do anything, nothing will happen, Do you know what's happening
in your region lately? If you doa'y, have your region leader send something -
about his activities to the Hotbox. This will not only help the regioms but
might give valuablé-information to vacationing TAMR members looking for

new places to railfan or-to moet new members. So come on regions let's herg
from you! g d : :

In the meantime, while your looking around for something to do. writc
an article. Aftor this issue the file contains three articles and one of
them is the answer. to the crossword puzzle that appears dn this issue! I
will try to continue the tradition started bt Tim Vermande, that is, a

Hotbox will come out every two months. Even if it's only the page with

your address, thé officer’s addresses, and my editorials. You'll get it.

(TN: But will you like it?) Because the Hotbox is what holds the TAMR to-

gether, It provides a way for the officers to teil you what!s happening
and for members to. share their experiences., Without the Hotbox the TAMR will

likely just roll over and dic,

-
—

Starting with issus #145, . a regular featuro will start., It will be a
get to know you page. This page will providc insight to.our membership
of what you are like, your modelling & prototype tests, etcs etc. However,
if it's going to run past lssue #146 xgg need to sit down, writc a page

- about -yourself {clear enough so I cah read it), ‘and send it to me. If you

can send another article: with it, so much better. The closing date for
issue #145 is Scptembor 13 1977. It 'should be mailed out by September 30,
1977, and you should. receive it about a week- 1ater. If you don't write to
one of the officers 1nd complain, -

IF YOU WANT A TAMR, IT!S UP TO YOU TO MAKE IT WORK!
AD-- Havo: MR 6-'41, G= b5 75 5y 9,12-'69, 2 A,E A 8 9, 11,12 - 1'70; all '71;
6,8,9,12-173 1,5,4,9-175; KR Magazino 2/593 RMC 7,82166, 5-169; Trains 474,
Will 8ell or trade for certain Trains '69 and beforce; trollsy books & stuff,
trolley glides or short linc slidese. Intcrested Dl“‘"?: contact: Tim Vermhnde.
51528 Pond Strect, South Bend IN 46637. - .
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Modelling: John W, Held
UPGRADING AN ATHEARN GP9

The Athearn GP9, is actually an accuratc model of an EMD GP7, It
is an incexpensive, well-detailed, smooth running HO dicsel, but I wanted
one a bit more distinctive for the Johnstown, Lackawanna & Williamsport,
my road, which lcases power from it's pa ent railroads, including the
Erie Lackwanna. Now EL has (had?) a number of slightly different GPs,
including ones virtually identical to the Athearn model, but of coursc, I
couldnt't pick one of those, I chose model EL CP7 1234, a unit with ths=s
winterization hatch covering the rear radiator fan and no dynamic brakes.
S0 after having an enlargement made from a good roster shot of that pori-

- iecular model, I set to work, ;

The first step is to remove the paint, if there is any, precferably
by soaking in Scalecoat paint remover for a short time or brake fluid
for about a week (TN: BE very careful if you use brzke fluid!), If you
replace the cast 1ift rings with more accurate ones, as I did, mask the
surrounding rivits and other details with several layers of masking tags. .
and scrape them.off with a sharp X-Acto #17 blade. My method for removing .
nost detail is the tried & true mask, scrap & sand, The sanding should he
done carefully using light pressure, down to 600 grit, very fine whickh
leaves virtually no evi.ence of sanding, :

Now mask the rivits about the steam generator fittings on the short
hood and remove these using the above method, though you may wizh to remove
gome of the material with #B13, a very fine plastlc saw blade ic1 the X-Acto
knife, needed for thc next operation, After removing the dynami: biake
blisters, take this saw and cutting parallel to the long hood, siowly cut
off the large dynamic broke fan and save for future use when you want o
construct a GP9 or GP18. File the reosulting hole so that all corners arc
square., Now you must cut a square filler plate from Plastruct ~830 or ,037
sheet slightly oversizce, File this down slowly until there is a tight press
fit, then cement with plastic solvent cement from the irgide, Plug the
~ holes from the removal of the brake castings with auto body filler or

plastic filler, file and sand smooth. I also recommend reinforcing the fillier
piece with scrap plastlc on the interior for further strength. As long as
your filling holes, also fill the holes for the left (fireman's side) horns
on the short hood, Although EL regards the long hood as fronty we won't
entertain such nonsense in this article,

Perhaps the easicst way to dress up plastic diesels, including this one,
is next. Scrape and sand off the cast grab irons. Now drill holes with a
number 78 drill for handholds according to your photograph, or cheat by
using the o0ld locations which will probably still be slightly visable if
your as careless as I oms Be careful, I used Northeastern grab irons
(cheap for a lare quantity) which are slightly wider than orginal grab-
irons, Measure the grabirons that you are going to use, Also drill holes
for the 1ift rings now, however, they will not be put on until the end
due to their fragility.

I removed the cast on Athearn Handbrake and will replace ii with a more
detailed casting, assuming I can ever get it from Details West. The plastic
one is hard to mask & paint so it looks just right,

Now cut off the classification lights, which are just bumps. Drill
a hole with a #72 drill after center punching with a pin, Then drill part
way with a #61 or so, and finally feather down this with a #50 until a

" Detail Associates red class jewel just fits, then save this for the last
step before outshopping the unit. Finally, cut awey the sloping on the
footboards~-otherwisc your brakeman will slide off in incicment weathoer
to be ground underncath like a nice hamburger..or raisove 2ii together to

- {contfd on page 5)
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Modelling: John W. Held (cont'd)
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to conform with current FRA regulctlons. You may wish to add Detail Associates

or Details West msu, rcceptacles, meu, cables, etc. Thesec should probably
be saved for the post-painting period, so they won't be damaged,

Now it's time to paint! First, wash the shell in warm water with a
little dishwashing detergent added, rinse, then lct dry. Here is how I did
the EL unit: I first sprayed EL naroon on the general areas where the maroon
stripe is to bes After this dried, I masked off the area that will be the
maroon stripe and sprayed cverything EL gray.-Again let it dry, and mask
cverything but the yellow cnds & paint them EL yellow, Finally the pilots
should be blacke, I did not begin with EL yellow as conventional logic would
dictatcey, since Scalecoat yellow does not cover well at .all, and thiis covers
EL gray easier than maroon or black, Finally I painted the yellow stripe
along the frame by hcide I would recommend painting that befor painting the
ends yellow, that you paint each numberboard black, them mask the area where
the numvers are going to be with something such as Magic Masker, a fluid
coating that drics glossy, can be cut to shape, and then pecled off when
painting is complete, I didn't and my numbers remain the weak point,

I used Microscale decals and found the Scalecoat paints glossy enough
for good application, if not, spray with Floquil gloss before lettering,.

The yellow stripes arours® the maroon stripe are tedious to apply but I
found careful and slow application pays off here. I found itgood to have
plenty of water on the general arc to be covered so that the decal does
not adhere to somcother arceca while you are working somewhere clse, After
the decal dried, a light (and I mean LIGHT) dose of Solvasct

does the trick, a coat of Dullcite blonds it into a uniform appearance and
a light weathering of grime, particularly on the roof, accents your work.

Now you may apply the 1lift rings--~Detail Associates'arc really fine but
I found them too fragile for heavy usc, Kemtron's brass ones are much
sturdier and much too cxpensive for universal usc, so perhaps Northeastern's
eyebolts ARE the best solution..A touch of ACC from the underside will
secure them, along with the hecadlight and marker lenses, Drill a hole for
the Athearn horn on the long hood where the dynamic brakes used to be, or on

the side of the hood, where some units had their horns located and you're
ready to put your unlt to work,

Now only if the JL&W-had a rlght-of—way for the 12341

ADVERTISING RATES FOR HOTBOX

Classified ads=~Buy=-Se¢ll=or Trqde for members w1sh1ng are 20¢ perline,
non-members 30¢, Commerical 35¢ Namc and Address prlnted frée!

Pike Ads--Let people know about your pike, Members 25¢ per line, Non-
members 30¢ por line,
For a box around the ad, add two extra lines,

Half-page ads (30 lines)-- Mombers $4450, Non-members $5,50, Commerical
$7.00

Full page ad (60 lines)--Mombers $10,00, Non~members $12,00, Commerical
$14400

Artwork is charged by complexity -and time it akes to do it. For artwork
thst is camera recady up to 15 lines is 50¢ per ad, over half a page $1.25
per ade. For non-camecra~ready~work a charge of $5.,00 an hour will be charged
for preparation of the samc. This charge will be killed, with total =ad cost,
before publication.

Rates are subject to change after publication of notice in the Hotbox.

Scnd all ads to Mark Kaszniczk, Advertising Manager, 4318 W. George st
Chicago, IL. 60641 5




Kitbashing: Poug Johnson

OAL MINE

In a previous Hotbox, Gary Tempcc had an article on how he had wmodifiod
Sudyam Purina Chows Mille I thought I would tell a little blt sboui whey
did to an AHM coal mine kit, :

. The first thing’ I did was put it togethnr exactly as the direativns
specified. Except for ‘the plastic coal p:.leue Lt really lookecd p“‘+tJ gocd,
although it was bige I laid it aside for scme fime, antil T risked it wp
again last SUmmere In the meantlme, I had oul in the hard shell base c¢f tte
scenery where I had 1ntended te place the conli nines. However, when I pur it
in place, it was almost-as big as my mounta¢n, J decided a few modlfirr;iuxs
were in order,

"I attacked the problem rather blindly, rlpplng out walls here ana bne
but since this was the way the prototype usually acted when a structure &%
not suit their needss I think it came oul all right, Figures 1&2 are beic:
and after sketches of what I did,

The main modification was the upper part of the orginal building =~s
moved more to the side and shortened, so that the structure would not tows
over everything so much, This involved cutting the far wall whizch is w«ou i
able from the drawingse. It also created quite a few new roof lines +in the
processe These were bullt mainly from cardstock and leftover plosiic ¥
The supports were~put wherever it seemed logical for the texnral G
thing I did get rid of was the ugly large shingled roof picces
buildinge I replaced it with pleces of cardstock and ShlnELnd iy usiag
Campbell shingles, -

That's about all thére was to’ 1t. I think the modifications inproved
the appearance for ny location quite a bit, Don't be afraid to <unnge yuur
kits a 1little bit to suit your own needs and tastes, Finaily, ii you do aay!c
you can tell us about 1t, via the Hotbox, of course! .

FIGURE 1: Before.

!

e i

*****ELECTION*****
The electlon of President & Secretary will appear in th next Hotbox. By order

of the Exccutive Board election nomination deadline has bcc§_g§igaﬂ9d ntil o
page)

September 1, 1977--the deadline of the next issue. Lol:ci %i”ﬁ TR HicHa
will appear in the next issuetl!! - H



Doug Johnxon: Kitbashing (cont?d)
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FIGURE 2: After \\

Electronics hint: Mark Kaszniak
WHY DUPLICATE WHEN YOU DON"T HAVE TO!

We all know that the price of everything is skyrocketing to the point of
no return, and we also know in order to troubleshoot your pike you need neters
{you don't need them but they help a great deal). So many people inelude a
set in theilr control panels, most often a set for each throttle, This is one
of the most senseless things you can do because you are just duplicating parts
that aren't essential to the running of your trainse. SO0 why do it? Because
many people don't know there is an easier way.

A1l you need for running two trains (as in a dual cab control system)
without an extra set of meters are two DPDT switches of the center-off type.
The way you wire them up is a little complicated but the diagram below shows
you exactly how to do it by connecting pieces of wire indicated, This systen
is wired to allow one cab to use both neters, one meter, or none at all, This
system has one major drawback, if you use meters of the non-~zero center type
you will have to abandon the reversing switch on your pack and install anothcr
after the neters,

4 : B

(Note: In connecting the wires to the voltmeter, you will be connecting two
wires from the meter to the switch for each lug. The circuit nust be wired

this way in order for it to work properly!)

Diagram:

@ @ DPDT Switches @ @

BRI S Shart
Pawer pack terminals = Power pack terminals
18 19 20
Ammeter o 8 g Voltmeter
1071 .02
Connections:
1 tol5 10 to reversing 6 to 8. B0l 12 to reversing
2 to 18 switch B o) St 4 to 29 17 to reversing
18 to? 13 to 16 20 to @
7 to 10 16 to 13 9 to 12
15 to Reversing switch 19 to 14 ~7=

14 ta 19
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STRUCTURE PLANS {Cont'd)
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PONTOOSUC DIVISION OF THE PECATONICA & PONTOOSUC RAILROAD . -
(Tho author takes you on a fan trip ovar his plke) 7

FS

Our trip begins in Pontoosuc, the sbuthernmoétlpoint
on the P&P R,R. Pontoosuc is located in Hancock county,
I1linois on the border of the Mississippi River, This
small metropolis has a population of but 210 people,

Thus this small but very well kept town (except for that
darn eyesore-~the railroad) is destined to handle the
barge traffic on the mighty Mississippi and an occassional} 'S ij
stcamer which stops twice a weeke.

Now you are invited on a fan trip with me over ths
line, As you step off the stcamer, you dre greeted by the P
conductor of train #6, a Limited heading for Pontoosuc
station, You are quickly ushered aboard the 60! heavy-
weight steel coach which is used only on this part of
tho line because of sharp curves and steep gradcs. As
you are waiting for the rest of the passcongers to be .
seated your eyes begin to wander about the dock are it-
self (point A) which is quite unique. The arca surround= |
ing the dock is guite small due to steep hills on 3 sides
leaving only an opening at the waterfront and a cut into
which the tracks dissappeare

Your engine #1715, a GP9 (now scrapped) in CN&W paint
because of leasing is coupling onto the coach, The con-
ductor shouts the familiar “All aboard" and your off.
You now proceed cautiously thru the dock switchwork and
onto a 3.5% grade which leads into a cut which in turn
is transversed by three bridgese. As you come out from
under the last bridge you emerge in the dock yard, The
conductor announces that there will be a brief stoppage
in the yard whilc the engine refucls. Also, to the delight
of the passengers, he announces that. during. that time a
tour of both the yard and engine ready trdacks (Points
B&C) will be conducted,

The yardmaster himself conducts the yard and in the
process explains that the yard was built because of the
small amount of room at the dock and that it's 5 tracks
are capable of holding 22 carse He also points out that L
the dock requires several trains a day and in the height |~ //
of the harvesting, the yard becomes a little too crowded
for comfort. At the cngine ready tracks, he explains // \

-

-.
SR IS sl Lt

—h
v

the facilities are capable of handling four engines and -
for providing minor repairs, }
The conductor informs you that it is time to go A

and that he has a schedule to keep. After reboarding the
train, you slowly pull out of the dockyard, past the 4%23
engine rcady tracks and up an incline to 3 bridges {(Point - /
D). Over the PA, the conduetor announces that this is
Pontoosucs major industrial area providing proccssing & =

)

ik

on your way to the station (Point E). As you arrive the
ticket agent announces over the station PA "Train #16 to e e
Terrc Haute & points beyond now boarding on platform one® . s
You now board this train bound for a fan trip over the noxt
division of the P&P R.R. ~\) - ‘

storagc.
The engineer makes a runaround movement and you are
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