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EMORI.

Dear Membership,

I am sorry to have to inform you
of the death of a TAMR member,

Willian E, Turpin

78 Wawcna Street

San Francisco, CA 94127
He died very suddenly, and easily for
which we are grateful, Mr., Turpen loved
railroading. It was really one of the
rtost important "happenings" in his life.:
His room of trains was really a sight
all model railroaders marveled at!

Sincerely
Kathy Atkinson

Eigort



EDITORIAL: TIM VERMANDE, EDITOR

FROM

The search is over! Yes, after some arm-twisting of you all, one of the
ranks has stepped up to become the new editor, and after some discussion,
Mark Tomlonson, 306 W, Main, North Manchester, IN 46962, has decided to accept
the position, effective with the next issue,

I hope you will welcone Mark with a flood of articles, ads, photos, and
drawingse I am also sure that he will be happy to hear from anyone who wants
to help in sone other waye.

While I am leaving as editor, I hope to be around the TAMR for a long
time yets This job has caused ny correspondence to drop off, so all of you
who have been writing, please start again. Once again, please give Mark you r
support so that he can continue to improve the Hotbox,.

R

ELECTION...

By action of the Executive Board, the nominations for President and “.
Secretary have been extended to April 21, 1077. The reason the extension
" was granted was because only one nomination for each office was received,
also some mail problems resulted in a potential nominee getting the word too
latee S0, if you wish to-make a nomination, use the back page of your last
Hotbox, or put your choices on a sheet of paper with the position you are
noninating them for and send to John McGreevy, TAMR Auditor, 738 Canmino
Durango, 1000 OQaks, CA 91360, Remember only regular nembers can be nominated!
If no further nominations are received, appointments to the offices mentioned
will be announced in the next issue; if somc arc received, =z ballot will be
included for your vote. Remember its your organization, you the nembers have
the right to chose who is going to lead you and keep your records, Also, any
noninations received after the April 21st., deadline will not be considered
for the offices up for reelection, so nominaﬁé early!

Froﬁ the Hotbhox stgff:
A FAREWELL TO YE OL' EDITOR...

We of the HB staff~ Mark, Andy & Ed= wish to express to Tim Vermande
who is stepping down fron the editorship, that it has becn a pleasur working
with you on the Hotboxe We feel that Tim has worked hard on each and every
issue and most inmportantly he saw to it that it was always out on tine, We
hate to see you go Tim but we realize that graduate school is very demanding
and that you would not be able to devote the proper tine necessary to put
out this publication. So, Tim we bid you farewell,

As for the incoming editor, Mark Tomlonson, we.are bchind you one hundred
percent and we feel that you can continue in Tin's steps to further improve
the Hotbox!

s




Unusual Editorial: Tim Vermande, Unusual editor

Unllke ‘his -elderly equivalent at .another magazlne, the Hotbox editor
rarely i's seen writing much- Be81des editorials, And when he‘ﬁﬁes wrlte, his
blegding~heart- liberalism: shows clear sthru in the way that lie finds something
to write about besides the old, rusty ‘steam engines in his old, decrepit
home town. So here the editor takes up his pen and his column to relate a =
strange experience that occured to him and a couple of frlends who were home
over Christmas... b ’

SILVER STREAK: AN UNREVIEW OF A MOVIE : .
by "*Otherwise Anonymous" .

By now you have certainly heard of Silver Streak, if not seen it or
read reviews of it 4n &our local }égs. Ah well, . I have seen it too ignoring
the local vers1on of a critic and listening to. thQse whose opinions I -value:
" more, My first regrett, as a good rallfan, was the attention given to the
stations and not the locomotlves, ex=CP's skillfully relettered WAmRoad"

To be serious, the movie may be a little unbeliévable=-who falls out of
a train into a. Canadian River, tries to hijack a.Kansas sheriff's car, and
gets landed by the Illinois State Police for his efforts? Also, where else
but in Hollywood could a runaway train pass thru a CP reefer yard near Mon-
treal, run downhill. (enough to gain speed) under Roosevelt Road in Chicago
(which is a flat stretch of track), see the towerman find his boss in a
regturant and then proceed to watch as the train runs thru Roosevelt Road,
into a shed at LaSalle Street Station in Chicago (1 wmile to the right), thru
the bumper post there, crash the wall at Montreal's central station and then
end up going thru a bookstore in Toronto Union, -thru another wall to stop in
of all places.on the floor of Unlon Station .in Chicagoe. This was indeed for-
tunate because they were afrald e might wreck Marshall Fields (which is 2
miles north of La Salle Street,.and anyway Chicago!s Union Station is double
ended in the first place) if it hadn't stopped.? These questions you will
have to answer for yourself! However, it must be. the boy meets-=loses=-re
gains girl basis of the plot that puts so much life into this picture, It
might: also possibily teach you to be sure the door you're cpening in your
roomette goes to the closet--and. L doesn't, at least don't get involved

with a girl whose boss is unpopular with unscrupulous gangsterse . .........- .-
" To"close what I haventt started yet, go see the movie. This review will
certainly make more sense than, Take your girlfriend, it isn't entirely a-
railroad movie, And consider what a happy lot all the Silver Streak are;
compared to what you hear, gbout how it really is!i!!

SIL\/tR STREAK:
AN UNRt:\/it\X/ OFA N\O\/\E



Modelling Ideas: Mark Kaszniak

THE GREAT RAILRSAD CAR REWARD!!

Did you ever wonder what happens to those old worn out cars on the "real"
railroads? Do you ever wonder what you can do with those cars on your pike
that just have no "llfe" left in them° If you have this artlule might be just
what you have beén loking for!

What really happens to thomd cars which are no longer "useful" to the
railroad any more? They certalnly don't give them gold watches, a pat on the
back and retire them with a nice" penslon after many. faithful years of service!
Why no!, they scrap then, of course. Or rather them sell” them to salvage yards
which scrap them then in turn sell the scrap for whatever they can get. So
then, this article deals with salvage yards--a great place to get rid of
those 0ld cars which don't run 'right®" anymorxe.

The salvage yard on a model railroad is just about the only 1ndustry
that'can conduct business, while others seen to conduct it, the salvage yard
really can. WHow', 'you ask. Let’s suppose you have a terrlble wréck on your
pike, for example a caboose derails on a deck bridge on the summit between
two mountains and goes plummettlng to zero elevation right in front of your
brand new tunnel portal. You now can dispatch your trusty work train to pick
up the mess before the P:30 express train comes thru..So, you load the caboose
in a few empty gons, ‘you brought just aloxg for that purpose, and return to
the yard. The gons are then assigned to the next local going by the salvwge
yard and they are drdpped off there to be scrapped for a good cause, of course.

For the building of a truly prototyplcal salvage yard, nuch space is
needed but one can be well represented on your pike with a little "selective
compression’ on your part., To'estimate, the bare minimum amount of space
needed is a spur capable of holding two cars ans enough room on one or between
the sides for a medium~-sized industry. Suprisingly the more oddly shaped
space avdilable the bettet the salvage yard will look!

" One absolute essential for a salvage yard is a crane. It can bes stationary
model or one that can be used on the tracks. You could even lease your work
train's crane to the salvage yard w1+h an agreement that it mus6 be made
available for any on-line wrecks., This way 1f your pike is low on derailments
you can have the crare do something, rather than having it rust away sitting
on a siding. ;

Prastically all salvage yards have a tall fence around them. This fence
is to kee the scrap in and the people out, thus avoiding as much stealing
as possible. This 'tall fence which completely_surrounds the yard gives it
a definite shape and except for the entrance of the tracks and the gate that
can be opened to permlt scrap trucks and employees to come and go, the fence
has no openlngs. What so ever!

Salvage yards usually contain some sort of building where the boss can
keep his books and the employees can keep warm in the winter months. This
building was probably obtained a long time ago in a deal for some scrap where
in the railroad also wanted to get rid of a no longer used building and thus
sold it to the yard with the scrap as a package price,

Some of the more interesting details that are usually around salvage
yards are the "no' photo"” signs and even sometimes nasty men to keep those
pesky railfans out! An interesting little scene can be nade, in having 2 rail-
fan climbing the fente to get a picture of that almost non-existant diesel .
that has been Just delivered to be scrapped!

The one thlng you will find more of than anything else in a salvage yard
is scrap! It is all over the place, usually stocked in piles. The piles can
contain all of one thing such as old brake wheels, sideframes, Etc. or they

can be a combination of thisa and th;ta. {continued)



Modelling ideas/personal opinion: Kenneth Bitton.
A LETTER:TO YE OL! EDITOR

I read with interest the article in the last Hotbox about Airports
on. Model Railroads. The author, in- talking about airlines mentioned that
: they can be.included In any :"past 1903 :era layout.’ While technlcally this
is true, I feel that I should point out that the first regularly scheduled
airline:in-the U.S, began operation only in 1919, and that only abaut 5000°
passengorsrwero carried :in the U,8,-in 1926, Even by the 1930!s there were
dless than.500 planes owned by domestic air servicess So except for ‘layouts
in the 30's and later, airports would be surprizing, to say the least, on
a. 1ayout. Let them land 1n~farmer’Jenk1n's field' This would have certalnly
have been more .commonplace!

As for the airplanes making the railroads 1eéss important, this too is
open for debate, The fact of the matter is tHat in 1970, airlines carried
only e18% of 1nter01ty freight traffic on a iton mile basise The figure is_
‘actually less, since airlines have generally longer runs than railroads.
Furthermore, much of this air traffic is new traffic which never moved: oh
_surface carriers, Since airlines carry nostly small, ver high value itens,
and since rallroads carry large loads and mostly low value bulk commodities,
‘little 1nterchenge occurs between these two carriers. Rather, nuch of the’
traffic 1nterchange is between trucks & planes, (In01dent1y, nuch of the
trafflc diverted from other modes to air has been diverted from’ trhcks, due
to their similar transportation characteristics, Needless to say this is a
point the alrllnes favor') As was stated in the article,-air service users
are predominanty manufacturs of perishable items which need to be delivered
very quickly, Let's face it gang; the railroads dont't normally get this
traffice As for those important rush orders, esg. neat, they don't’ put 20"
tons of it on a planes Rather rush orders are kept snall because the air rates
are so expensive, : 2 2

Now, passenger traffic is a dlfferent story. Until the 50's railroads
still had most of the passenger .traffic, This is because ‘business travelers
used the traln. Now buslness travel makes up a large portion of the for~h1re
. bassenger market so when airlines switched to jets, they got the bulk of
thls serv1ce. So airllnes are the culprit responsible for the demise of
the passenger train (TN And - now we have Amtrak!). Howevar, this also neans
you can have a good deal of ra11~11r -interchange on your layout' TT the air-
port is large enough, you can pub. in seperate station and’ naybe even, run some
special trains, eeZe to bring important. diplomats, etc, from ‘the' outlaylng
airport to your Union Station in the heart of the big city. Use sone modelers
license if you don't have a.city! - z

" If you are in O or S scale, look around and see if you can find the 0ld
Bachnann "Plasticville® Airport Control Tower & Terminal & Airplane Hangere
I had an_airport on the old Lackamoney Transportation Corperatlon's railroad
using these structures, a Lionel airplane used as a flatcar load and one of
those "old" cropdusterse I even had helicopter service! The runway, except
for about 200 feet of it, was painted on the walls This is a- ‘sneaky trick’

I know, but I was not about to give up any railroading room. In fact, g e B i
had to scratchbulld everything as the author suggested in -his article, the
whole alrport never would have gotten off the ground! (Pardcn the pun)

= Also, he suggests kitbashing a R.Rs station to nake an airport passenger
terninals Be careful with this! A:-Union Station type structure is OK ‘but

but your typical snall town station, with -it's extended -roof line (to keep

‘passengers standing on-the platforn from gettlng wet) is strlctly rallroady
and shouls not be-useda. =

Now a few comments about Mark Morgan's SP in New Mexico articlee I liked

2 et



Kenneth Britton (conttd) :
5 3 . , K L : ;.. "- - _‘\ ~ i " A X

it, but was surpnlzed ta flnd no nention of the Gadsden Purchase in il

As you probably Know from your history bosz, this is a “traét of land

in southern Arizona and New Mexico, south of the Gila Rivers. After the
Mexican War in 1848 there was a dispute about the boundary between the two
countries but more importantly there was a desire for a southern route for
-the proposed tramscontinemtal railroade Thus James Gadsden, a railroad pronotor,
and U.8, administer to Mexico. .negotiated for the land and the U3, bought

it for a cool 10 million in. 1854. Although this route cancelled the nountains
to the north, the plans for a southern’ route were tabled with the outbreak

of the Civil War, Eventually, the SP- used the southern route, and-all land

on which Sp tracks were built south of El Paso was part of the purchase.

I certainly hope sone of these comrents are of interest to our menbers.
Despite my comments, I thought that these were 2 of* the best and most interest-
ing articles that I have seen in the HB, and I hope to sec many more where
that came from! In fact, they must have been good to get ne off ny apathetlc
&*ﬁ#% long enough to write this artlcle' t

Question & Answer colunn:;Jim Talléj-

THE TAMR DOES ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS,..(IF WE CAN GET.THEM!!)

"In the Septas/Oct. Issitc of the Hotbox, John McGreevy 1ntroduced the
"Question & Answer Column"but it scens that we have a little problengss
Now we dom't think for one nminute 'that the majority of you out there have
NO questions to ask! I know that I nyself haven't recelved any, John said
he has a "few" and I don't know -about -the other 2 ar 3 "experts',,

Maybe if I explain how this new colunn works=-You see, you scnd in
questions you have-that have been plaguing you about your pike or this organ=~
ization and we will attenpt to answer them to the best of our ubllltj ;

A1l you have to do send send your questians to: John McGreovy, 738
Canino Durango, 1000 Oaks CA 91360, -Tohn then attenpts to answer then, if
by chance he can't, he will send it along to one of hi “experts" (I use
the tern loosely) to have it answercd, After a question has been answered, it
is sent directly to the HB Editor to be put in the next HB, so all.the nen-
bers will be able to see the question & answer to avoid possible repeat
asking of thc sanc- questions, 5 ;

Now ¥Hat you realize that We realizé that your have questiond to ask
there will be a flood of mail arriving soon for the Q&A Colunn, Right!

I an sure it is worth the 13¢ stanp to flnd the solution to somethlng that
is puzzling you.
Mark Kasznizk (cont'd) 5 T
The condltlon of the scrap is qulte stonach-turning to say the least, it
ranges from rusted and corroded to grimy‘and oily to a combination of both,
g A simple way to make piles of-scrap without totelly scrapping everythig
‘on yout plke is to first nake a rough shape 0f the pile with catrboard, then
glue-your f**scrap" all over the top surfacde, then spraying the pllb with rust,
'grlme, dust, etc, -
i I hope this article.has prOV1ded you.with a few tips on maklng xour own
salvage yard, Just remember 3 basic rules in building it end it will' look
- prototypical--(1) Nothing nust Jook like it was intended to be placed there
except for -track,. fence and offices. (2)Everything nust look like it ‘wouldbe
toatlly useless to a railroad, (3) Bverything must look 1ike it has bheen sitting
in the same place for years and the ending of one scrap ‘pile nust look like the
beginning of another like there was no starting or stopping point to the scrap.

N




Railfanning: John Huey

LI PASS

I have Just come back fron a very eventful trlp to Cajon Pass and T will
attenpt to share it with you: .

. We got there about 10: 00 AM, rlght off I~15 at the Kcnwood Road Exit .
(See nap)e You wind up on-old Highway 365-=this iz a stone!s throw from track
side but please never throw stones at trackside especially at passing txains,
At 10:25, we saw a speeder stopaand the. worker turned a switch, Then a AT&SF
work train backed toward us, downhill yet' A CF?7 & GP35 powered this train,
of the consist there was. a big hook,-a snowplow, and a very interesting crunny--
it had a stean whistle on the. .roof-=1 waved and the conductor.blew it, It
reully was a nice sound.,

; Then it was qulet. We. dec1dad to nove eastward to Sulllvans Curve——'
Take the Cleghorn Street exit off I-15 and follow the dead end road =about -
300 yards, T = turns to dirt, then park and you are at Sullivens Curves.
Here we waited ‘and thus proving the theory that "all good things cone to
those who wait" we were rewarded with two AT&SF freight'ss One of these
freights contained your ‘standa¥d éveryday~-run of the miil type cars, the
other was a TOFC freight, Of the mentioable notables of these freights were
a U36C and a F45, they beat the SD45's we usually see thus giving us sone
varietys As for the rest of the trains we saw today, they were of the same
type,. oh-yes, by the way all the-tralns are short and fast in this neck of
the woods,
**************************l***********!***************ﬂ-*-ﬁ-*‘*****************

About -the: only outstanding thing wé saw today was a’'UP nixed, with 17
containers, 10 Variousfcars,‘aﬁd'two gg coaches ahead of the-hacke That
was the train size now dig what was up front (in order) starting with the
lead units SD4O~2,#3125; DDLOX #6938, SD4O-2 #8062, DDLOX #6932.°
That is a totgl of 18,200 available horsepower &t  the railheads Needless
to say, Bill, Chuck & myself-chased this train across the desert at speeds ;
that. hit 85 nphe at timess We also. nanaged to get abiout 40 pictures of this °~
train before we were through, .

If you.ever go t0 GCdjon Pass there are 3 very good photo locatlons
as indicated by the.nape Number one is Sulliven's Curve because of the
location=~tHere ‘is plenty of warning in both dircctions as the tralns
approack, .2also you have a dual nainline and 2 different curves. i
Next is either of the two stretches of "old highway" depending on which
way your conings Nunber three is Kenwood's lead to the old highway--this
parallelts a ridge that nakes pictures easy to get, with a fan?gﬁdp backdrop.
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Modelling: Greg LaRocca

PRES, PAC

Kltbashlng an AHM Heavy Pa01f1c into a B&0 class P?7 Pr951dentia1

Pacific is an easy~to=do conversion, and it is well suited for & modelers
“first kitbashing projecte. Before we go ‘into the details, however, let's
examine the history of these intercesting passenger 1ocOs, :

In 1927, the B&0 ordered 20 Pacifics from Baldwine These engines,
class P7, were based on the PRR's Ki's class, Painted olive green with red
and gold trim, they were named for the first 20 presidents of the U.S,

They bore road numbers 5300 to 5319,

Sometime in the late 30!'s or early 40's they were rebuilt with Emerson
water-tube fireboxes and dual cross~compound air compressors mounted on the
pilot decke They were repainted royal blue and were reclassed as P9b.

(or P7e depending on the source, however, photol's of P9bts were seen in
Railfan magazine, Winter 1974 & Winter 1976) They were all retired by the
end of the 50ts,

For those who desire the P9b version, you're in lucks Tyco has a Pacific
in the right colors that is an exact duplicate except for oné thing; .the
'bell must be remounted on the smokebox fronte For those who want the PT7e
Pacific you'll need the following parts:

One-=Cal=~Scale #190~24L4NP, B&C Plates,

One==Kemtron #390-34X, Side mounting Bell -
As for the engine, you have a choics here, AHM has 2 B&0 Pacifics avallable.
One is black and has a long-haul tender, The other is blue, gray and:black
and has the correct style tender, If you use the former version, youlll
have to order a tender from AHM and repaint and letter it for B&D. (I used
this engine by the way and have yet to order the tender) The latter cngine
presents a little bit of a mysterys. According to Model Rallroader, the B&O
never had any engines in the blue, gray, black schcme Yet according to B&D
fans, they did. At any rate it is an attractive engine, and I recoumend
using ite Well, now to the actual kitbash,

First of all, romove the smokciox front from the engines Thes, -cut off
the bell and remove the headlight -~asting; be careful here, you'll need
that headlight Iater, Okay, now tlat we've removed those 2 items, letts get
to worke If any of the bell bracket or headlight bracket remains, gently
scrap it offs. Now, file down the back of the headlight casting 'till it
rosembles fig #1., Remember to romove the lens before you do this, Now glue
the headlight on where the bell was, fig. #2

After the gluc has set, spray the smokebox front black, This is im=-
portant, if you spray the paint it will match the rest of the engine, if you
paint it, it won't, After the paint is dry, put the lens in, see how nuch
protrudes out the back, and trim it flush with the surfacc, Now remove the
lens and paint the headlight housing silver, When dry, put the lens back in,
if needed, glue the lens in, and put some contour putty on the back, if
necessary.

After the putty dries , paint the back of the casting with engine black,
Now we'll m unt the B&0 platess To paint them do the following: First
paint the first (not the sides) with engine black, Don't worry about covering
the raised design with paint, When the paint is dry, rub the front over fine
sandpaper a few timese. As you can Beec, the paint is removed from the raised
design thus exposing the gold colore To mount the plate; expoxy it into the
smokebox front where the headlight hole is, fige #3

=G



Modelling: qu§ LaRocca (conttd)
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The 1ds§ step is to mount the ng¢w bell, on the snokebox side, Paint the
bell with engine black, When dry, drill a 1/16" hole approxe 1/8" above the
handrail and 1/8" away from where the snokcbox meets the boiler on the left
side, fige #4e Expoxy the bell in place, - h 2 2.

- Well, there you have it, B&) glass P7 Presidental Pacific,
By the way, if you were to take an AHM Heavy Mikado, modify the smokebox the
same way, add an MDC Vanderbuilt tender, number it in the 4000-series,
you'd have a pretty nifty B&) Q4b Mikes Soon in the Hotbox I'1l tell how to

kitvash a F3 Phase IV/F5 unit,
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Pike update: John McGreevy

COLLAPSE OF A MCDEL LAYOUT

R SRR }

Though I tried, I never succeeded in getting an article on my layout
printed in the Hotbox (TN: Lock in last issue for article on John's pike),
I finally gct that article on my pike published but in the meantime I had
an earthquake--California style, This jolt’ was not intended but how do you
say no to an earthquake? Here is the wholé story: I was forced to move my
layout te a new location recently. My pike is an 8t by 8! with a walkway
extending into the middle of it, Previously it had been attached to one
wall and the rest ‘was free-standing, I found out that withcut the wall .
the layout would be freefalling! As soon as I removed it from the wall
the legs began to wobble., As I was alcone at the time, I tried to get in the
middle and held the thing up. Then came disaster, On one side the legs were
holding up beautifully but on the other side they were abcut fto give up
the ship (pardon the expression).

The weak side fell to the floor, pushing me out of the way as it did
whiie the strong side refused to fall but the pressure was cn, First of all
you can imagine with one side being on the floor and the other side standing
that this was a situation does not do wonders for the plaster, A mini-

San Andreas fault then went right through my newly completed lake and it was
apparent that I had seéen ths last of my granite mountains. The agonizing
part was having.to break the good legs and thereby let the whole thing rest
on the floor, Although I did get it off the wall, the layout certainly
lwoked a shambles sitting on the floor. It was now seperated into three
major sections and had no legs. Good Heavens and other hard words like that
wsrv boiling in my mind. I was thinking: I hadn't even had a full operating
session yet and two full years of work were beginning to pay off! Now I
felt like forgetting the whole thing and starting over but how could I?

I'm almost out of iunior college and who knows how long it would take me,
Jjust te get a new layeut in the shape I got this one in. So after cunling
down I decided if Conrail had a chance maybe I did. I'1l try to rebv=urld:

There are lessions to be learned from everything and I learnea one
here. If you have a good possibiliti of moving your laycut build a strong
foundation (TNt Or build it in rsm-v-ble sections that can be taken apart
and put back together again once itfz moved ). This ccllapse will set me
back plenty. It isn't easy trying to rebuild during school. Think about
this first, Second if out of nowhere you have to move your pike and don'$
think it will withstand the mevement, shore up the legs and get some friends
to help you move it, You must have scme degree of patience., Finally of it
does happen to you and you lose your pride and joy don't make decisions
in a moment when your upset, think about it--paster can be redone/track
replaced/maybe you can even improve a section. It can happen sspecially
here in Califeornia where model railroads et full sized earthquakest

THE YAKIMA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION CAMPANY

is presently under censtruction, serving the fruit growers of Yakima,
Timetables for the Orchard Line will be made kncwn after its completion,

late next year, Managing Director: Bryan Bechtold

THE PECATONICA & PONTOCSUC RATLRGAD

The President of the P&P R.R. is announcing that the railrocad is now
exchanging passes with interesting parties. Please contact the President
of the P&P R,R. for details--Mark Kaszniak, 4818 W. &eorge St., Chicago,
IL. 60641 -1l
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