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IN 
MEMORil-\M 

Dear Membership, 

I am sorry to have to inform you 
of t he death of a TAMR member, 

Wi lliar1 E. Turpin 
79 Wawcna Street 
San Franc i sco , CA 94 127 

He died very suddenly , and easily for 
which we are grat eful. Mr. Turpen loved 
r ailroading . It was really one of the 
nos t i mport ant " happenings" in his life. 
His r oor,1 of train~ was really a s i ght 
all model r a ilroad ers Qar veled at ! 

Si ncerely 
Kathy Atki nson 
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EDITOR I AL: TIM VERMA"DE , EDI TOR 

FROM THE CP~3 
The search i s over! Yes, a ft er some arm-twisting of y ou all, one of the 

ranks has s tepped up to become the new editor , and a ft er sow~ di scussion , 
Mark Tomlonson, 306 w. Main , North Manchester 1 I.N 46962 , has dec i ded to a ccept 
the position, effective with the next i ssue, 

I hope yo u will we lcon_e Mark with a flood of art icles , ads , photos , and 
drawings, I am a lso sure that he will be hap~y to hear from anyone who wants 
to help i n soae other way. 

While I am leaving as editor, I hope t o be around the TAMR for a long 
time yet. Thi s job has caused ny corre spondence to dr op off, so all of you 
who ha ve been writinG, pleas,e start a.gain. Once agai n , please gi ve Mark you r 
support so that he c an continue t o i mprove the Hotbox . 

·ELECTION. • 

By action of the Execut i ve Board , the nomina tion s f or President and " L 

Secretary have been extended to April 21 1 1077 . The reason the extension 
was cranted was because only one nomination f or each office was received, 
a l so some mail probl eas resulted in a potent i a l nominee getting tho wor d too 
late. So , if you wish to ·nake a noninat ion , use the back page of your l as t 
Hotbox , or put your choic es on a sheet of paper with the posi tion you are 
nomi nating them for and send to John McGreevy , TAMR Auditor, 738 Cani no 
Durango , 1000 Oaks , CA 91360 . Remenber only regul a r nenber s can be noni nated ! 
If no furth er noninat i ons a!e received, appo i ntnent s to the offi ces ment ioned 
will be ann ounced i n the next i ssue: if son~ are r eceived , n bnllot will be 
i nc Luded f or your vote . Remenber its your organi zation , you the nenbers have 
the right to chose who i s going to l ead you and keep your r ecords . Al so , any 
noaina t i ons received a fter t he April 21st. deadline will not be consi der ed 
for the offi ces up f or reelection , so nominat~ early! 

Fron the Hotbox st a ff: 

A FAREWELL TO YE OL 1 EDI TOR ••• 

We of t he HB s t aff- !for k , Andy & Ed- wish to express to Ti o Vernande 
who is stepping do1,.1m fr ori the editorship, tha t it has been D. pleasur working 
with you on t he Hotbox. We f eel that Ti n has worked hard on each and every 
issue and most iaport antly he saw to i t that it was ah1nys out on tiue. We 
hnte to see you GO Ti ra but we r ealize that graduate school is very deaandi nG 
and t hat you woul d not be abl e to devote the proper t i n e necessary to put 
ou t thi s public a tion. So , Tim we bi d you f a rewell. 

As f or the i nconi ng edit or , Mar k Toalonson , we are beh i nd you one hundred 
perc ent and we fee l that you c an cont i nue i n Ti n ' s steps to further i mprove 
th e Ho t box ! 
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Unusual Editoria l: Tim Verriande, Unusual editor 

. UnHke; his.-elderly equfva~·en( af .another magazine, the · HotbOx rditor 
rare).y_ .i's seen writing much ·'b esides editorials. And ' when he ·-§:]:c.ks vifite, his 
bleeding'-heart liberalism: showE? clear ,.thru in the V.1ay that i{e finds something 
to write about besides the old , rusty .steam en gines in his ol d , decrepit 
home tovm . So here the editor tak es up his pen and his column to relate a ·: 
strange experience that occured to him and a couple of friends who were home 
over Christmas ••• 

SILVER STREAK: AN UNREVI EW OF A MOVIE 
by "Otherwise Anonymo us " 

By now you have certainly heard of Silver Streak, . if not seen it or 
read revi ews of it din your loc a l -r ags . Ah well, I have seen it too i gnoring 
the loc a l version of a· crit_ic and liste:nj.ng to thQs.e who.se opinions I .value 
mo~i~ Mi first ·regi~tt, .as a good r ailfan 1 was th e att ention gi ven to the 
st a tions and not thO: locomotives, ex-cp·1 s skillfully irelettered "AmRoad" • 

To be serious, 'the LlOVie may be a litt:ie unbeli~vable--who falls out o f 
a train i nto p. Canadian:River, tri es to hijack a.Kan8.as sheriff's car, and 
gets landed by the Illinois State Police for his efforts? Also, where else 
but in Hollywood c oul d e. r unaway train pas s thru a CP reefer yard near Mon
treal, run downhill (enough to gai n speed) und er .Roosevelt Road in Chicago 
( whic h .i s a flat stretc.h cf track), sec th e tower man find hi s boss in a 
resturant and then proceed to .watch as t he tra in .runs thru Roosevelt Road, 
i nto a shed at LaSalle Street Stat ion in Chicae o (1 ~ilc to th e riGht), thru 
the bumper post there, cra sh the wall . at Montr eal 's central s t at i cin arid then 
end up going thru a books.tore in Toronto Union, thru another wall to stop· in 
of a'il pl a c es.on the fioor of Union Station in Chicai:; o. This was indeed fo r 
tunate because they were a fr a id :it mi ght wreck Marshall Fi el ds ( whi ch is 2 
mile.s north o f La Salle Street, .·and anyway Chicago rs Union Station is double 
end ed . i n the £irst place) if it hadn 't stopped.? These ques tions you will 
hav e to ·~nswer for yourself! However, it must b e the b.oy meets-:-loses--re 
gai ns girl basis of th·e plot that p uts so much life into this picture. It 
L1ight" a l so possibily teach you t o be sure the doo.r you're cpening in your 
roomette goes t~ the closet-~and :if it doesn 't, at lea st don' t Ge t i nvolved 
wi th a gi r l whose boss is unpopul a r with unscrupulo.us c;angst ers. 

To .. close what I hnvei1 rt ~ sta:rted yet , go see the movie. This review will 
certainly make rrnre sense than , Take your girlfriend , it: isn' t ent irely a · 
r ailroc..d movie. And consider what a ha ppy lot all the Silver Streak are ; 
compared to what you hear . f.pout how· it r eally is!!!! 

S IL VE R S ~TR EA K 0 

AN UNREVIEW OFA MOVIE 
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Modelling Idea s: Ma rk Ka szniak 

THE GREAT RAILROAD CAR REW ARD! I 

Did you ever wonder wha t ha ppens to th·ose old worn out c 2rs on the 11 real 11 

railroads? Do you ever wonder what you c a n do with those c a rs on your pike 
tha t just have no lllifell left in til em? 'If you hav e this a rti!ii'le might be jus t 
wh~t yo~ ha~e b~~n loking for! 

What rea liy ha ppens to thos.1e c a r s· \Vhich are no lon ger 11 useful11 to the 
r a ilroa d ani more? They certa inly do~'t gi ve them gold watches, a pa t on the 
back and retire them with a nice ·: t»ension ;a ft er . ma ny . f a ithful yea rs 0 f service! 
Why no!, they scra p them, oi couise. Or r~ther the~ sell them to saivage ya rds 
which scra p them then in turn sell the scra p for wha tever they can get. So 
then , this a rticle dea ls with s a lvage yard~-- a grea t pla ce to get rid of 
those old ca rs which don't run "right" anynioX'e. · . 

The s a l vage ya rd on a model r a ilroa d is just a bout the only industry 
t ha t · c an conduc t business, while others seem to conduct it, the salvage yard 
rea lly c a n, ''-Ho wu, ·you a sk, Let 1 s suppose you ha ve a terrib l e wrE1ck on your 
pike, for example ; Cl c a boose derails on a deck bridge_ on the summit between 
t wo mountains and goes plummetting to zero eleva tion ' right in front of your 
bra nd new tunnel port a l. You riow c a n dispatch your trusty work tra i n to pick 
up the mess before the Vi30 express t~ain comes thru, ~o , you load the c a boose 
in a few empty gons , :you brought just a lo4g for tha t purpose , a nd return to 
the ya rd, The gons a re then a ssigned to the next loc a l going by . the s 2 lvnge 
y ar d and they are dropped off there to be scrapped for a good ca use , of course . 

For the building of .a truly prot6typical s a lva ge ya rd, much space is 
needed but one c nn be well represented on your pike with a littie "selective 
compre s sion 11 on yo ur part. To ' es tim~i te, the ba re minimt:n amount o f space 
needed is a spur c a pab le of holding t wo ca rs ans enough room on one or between 
the sides for a medium- sized indus try. Suprisingly the more odd ly sha ped 
space a vciilab l e the b ~tto± the sa lvage ya rd will look! 

One ab solute e s sentie l for a sa !vag~ ya rd i~ a cra ne . It c an h8 ~tationary 
model or one tha t c a n be used on the tracks. You could even lea se yn ~r work 
tra i n ' s cra ne to the sa lvage ya r d with an nar e ement t ha t it mus6 bo m~ d e 
a va ila ble for any on- line wrecks. '2"';1i s way . lf your pi ke is low on dera ilments 
you c a n ha ve the cra rt e do s omet hing , ra ther tha n ha ving it rust away aitting 
on a siding , 

Pra utically all s a lvage ya r ds ha ve a t a l l fence ~ro un d th em . This f enc e 
is to kee the scra p in .o.nd th e people out, thus a voi di ng. ,;s rrnch stea lini:; 
a s possible . This t .o.11 fence wh i ch complete ly _ surrounds t he ya r d gives it 
a definit e sha pe and ex_cept fo r th o entranc e o f the trc. ck s <md the gate th2 t 
c a n be opened to permit scra p truck~ and em ploy ees to come and go, th e fence 
has no openings . Wha t so ever! 

Salva !~ yards us ua lly conta in som e sort ~ f building w~ or e the boss c an 
keep his books and th e employe es c a n kee p war m i n the wi nter months . This 
building was proba bly ~bt;ined a loni t i me ago i n a dea l f or some scrnp wher e 
in the r aiiroad a lso wanted to get rid o f a no longej used bui lding and thus 
s o ld it to the ya~d with the s cr a p a s a pa ckage price. 

Some of the more i n teresting details t ha t a r e us ua lly 2round s a lvage 
ya rd s El. re the " no ' photo" sign s a nd even s ome time s nas ty nen t o k eep t hose 
pesky r a ilfa ns o~t! An int~resting little scen e c a n b e mad e. in havin~ a r a il
f an climbing the fence t o get a picture of tha t a lmost non- exi s t ant di es e l 
tha t ha s been just delivered t o b e s c r apped ! 

The one thing you will fin d more o f tha n anything e lse i n a salvage ya r d 
is ?Crup! It is a ll over the place, usua lly stock ed i n piles . The piles cnn 
cont c in Rll o f one thing such a s old brake wheels, s i de fr an es, Etc. or t hey 
ca n be a c ombina tion o f thisa and tha t a , (c on tinued ) 
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Modelling i dea s/personal opinion: Kenneth Bitt on 

· "A LEI'TER.' TO YE . OL 1 EDITOR 

I read with interest the article in the last Hotbox ab6ut · Airports 
qn iModel Railroads. The author; in · talking about airlines mentioned that 
they can be , included in any 11 past i 90311 : era layout. While technically this 
is true, I feel that I should point out that the first regularly scheduled 
airline , ~n the u.s. began operation only in 1919, and that only about 5000~ 
pas?engots:p~ero · .c,o.r:cied in the U .s • :in 1926. Even by the 1930 1 s there were 
.less than . 500 planes c:ivm-ed by .domes:t.ic 'air services. So except for layouts 
in the 30 1 s and later, airports would be · surprizing, to say the least, on 
a .layout. Let then land in farmer 'Jenkin's field ! This would have certainly 
have been raore commonplace! . · . . 

As for the airpl.anes mo,king the railro'ads less important, this too is 
open for debate. The fact ·Of the matter is t'hat in 1970, airlines carri.ed 
only .18% of int.ercity freight traffic on a :ton nille basis. The figure is 
actually less, since airlines have: g~n-erally lon-ger ruris than railroads. 
Furtherm.ore '- r.i.uch Of this air traffic is new traffic which ~.moved'. on . 
surface carriers. Since airlines carry oostly small, ver high value ·itens, 
and since .railroads carry large loads and oostly low value bulk conr.1odities, 
iittle intei-change. occurs between these t wo carriers. Rather, ouch· of the · 
traff.ic interchange is between trucks & planes. ( Incid ently, much of the 
tra ffic diverted from 0th.er mod es to air has been diverted fron · trucks, due 
to their sir.i.ilar ~ransportation characteristics. Ncedle·ss to se::f this is a 
point the airline~ favor!) ;As was stated in the article, - air service users 
are predoninanty rnanufacturs of perishable iteas which ~eed to be . ~elivered 
very quickly. Let's face it gnng ; the r a ilroads dontt nornally ge t this 
traffic~ As for those inportant rush orders, e~ g . aeat~ fhey don(t put 20 
tons of it on a plane~ Rather rush orders a re kept small bec a use the air r a tes 
are so expensive. 

~ow ~ passeng~r tra ffic is a different story. Until th 6 50 1 s r a ilroads 
sti],1 had nost of the passenger .traffic. This is because business travelers 
used the train~ Now business travel aakes up a large portion of the for-.hire 
pas.senger nark<iit, so when airline.s s witched to · jets, they go"t the bulk 'of 
th,is s ervice·. So a.irline.s ~ the culprit responsible for the deoise of · 
the pe,ssenger train (TN: And .££}y we have AI:1trak!). However, this' a lso r:ieans 
yoµ can ha ve a good dea l of rail-nir interchange on your .~ay6ut! If fhb air~ 
port is l a r ge enough, you cnn put_ i n separate station and naybe even run sone 
special trains, e . g. to b-ring ir.iportant diplor.1ats, etc. fr on ·the' outlaying 
airport to your Union Station in the heart of the big city. Use ~one 6odeiers 
license if.you don't have a . city~ 

If you a re in O or S scale, look around and see if you can find the old 
Bachnann "Plasticville" Airpo'I't Control Tower & Terninal & Airplane Hanger. 
I h~d a n. airport on the old Lackar:1oney Trans porta tion Corpora tion's r a ilroad 
using these structures, a Lionel airplane used a s a fla tc a r load and one .of 
thos e 11 ol d11 cropdusters. I even had helicopter service! The runway, except . 
f6; abciut 200 feet of ~t, was painted on the wall~ This is a ' s neaky trick 
I know, but I was not about to give up any rcdlroading r00D. I n f act, if I 
had ' to scro. tchbuild everything as the a uthor suggest ed in his article, the 
whole a irport never would have gotten off the ground ! (Pa rden th e pun)' 

.. Also, he suggests kitbashinG a R.R 0 station to nake a:ri airport pa ssenger 
terninal. Be c·a r e f ul with this! A Union Station type structure is OK bu.t 
but your typic al SI.1all town station, with · it IS ext ended roof line· (to k eep 
pa ssengers standing on the pla tforn fr on [jetting wet) i's stric t ly .. r a ilroady . 
and shouls not ~ o used. 

Now a few c.om:.ient13. about Mark Mo.rgan' s SP in New Mexico ar.t'icle. I liked 
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Kenn eth Britt on (c ont ' d ) 

.. · :' '\ . . 
it, but 1·;0. s surp~i~od ,to f i nd no ncn t.io\/ o t .tho Go.d ~dqn Pur cho.se i n i t . 
As y ou pr obo.bli '1~now f r on y"our history ooolcs ; thi s i s o. "t r a ct o·f l and 
i n sout her n Arizona and New Mexi co , south o f t he Gila Ri ver. After t he 
Mexic an Wa r i n 18 48 t her e wa s <1 di spute about t he boundar y be t ween t he t wo 
c ountri os but r.1or e i u portnnt l Y. there; wo.s e- desir e for et s out hc;r n route f or 
the proposed t r ansc ontin snt o.l rnilroac1 .• Th us J anes G0-dsden , a r o.il road pron otor , 

, and u. s . o.dni n i ster t o Mexi co noGotio.t od for the l o.nd and t he u. s ,, boucht 
it f or a cool 10 n illion i n 185Lf • Al though thi s rout e canc ell ed the oount a i ns 
t o the; north , the pl an s f or a sout he_r n r out e Yre r o tabl ed with the outbr eak 
o f t he Ci vil War. Eventually , the SP used t h e south ern r out e , a n d a ll l and 
on whic h Sp tracks were bui l t south o f El Po.so was part o f t he ~urc hase . 

I c er t o.i nly hope non e o f these cot1i:1ents o.r e o f i n t e res t t o our r.lGober s . 
Despit e oy coaaents , I thought t ho.t thes e wc;rc; 2 o r t he. be s t and no s t i nter est
i n G o.rtic los tho.t I have sc;on i n the HB , and I hope t o see aany nore wher e 
~hat cane f ron ! I n f act, th ey oust ho.VG been eood to co t De ot f DY apathet i c 
&* Sff',0 l one c;nouch to writo thi s a r t i c l e ! 

Que s t i on & Answer col unn : J i m To.ll ey 

THE TAMR DOES ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS ,, ._ (IF WE CAN GET.THEM !! ) 

I~ tho Sept ./Oc t . I ssue o f tho Ho t box , John McGr eevy i ntr oduc ud t ho 
" Quest i on- & Answer Col ui:m 11 b ut it seons t ho. t we ho.vc a lit t l e problon . • • 
Now we don ' t thi nk f or one n i n ut e ·th<'.'.t th e nnjority of you out thore h2' ve 
1'iQ quest i ons .to ask ! I know thrt t I nysel f hc.ven 't r oc oiv od a ny , John so. i d 
he has o. "f'ow" cm cl I d on ' t k n ow ·nbout ·the o t her 2 or 3 11 exports"•· 

Mnybe i f I c;x pl.o.i n how thi s new col ur.m wor ks":"-You see , you ~end i n 
questions you hGve tha t hnve been pl o.c ui nG you <ibout your p i ke or thi s or t; D.n
i zat i on and wo will att oupt to o.nswer them to the best o f o.ur nbilit~y 

All you ha.v o to d o send se!1d your quest i o.ns to : John Mc Gr oovy : ~ '5 8· 

CLl.l:1 i no Dur an-Go , !000 Do.ks CA 9 13 GO u .T . .)lm thon o.ttonpts t o ::.nswor thoi:1, if 
by chance ho can ' t , ho \'till send it 0.lon c to one o f: h i " oxports11 ( I us o 
t he t e r n l oosel y) to hove i t a.n swor oj ., Aft or a quest i on ho.s been cmswer oc1., i t 
i s sent d i rect l y to tho HB Edi tor t o be put i n the next EB , so a ll . tho n on 
bcr s will be a bl e t o see the quest i 6n & answer t o avo i d possibl~ repe nt 
aski n G o :t tho s o.n o · qucst i o:1S 8 

Now 'Gnn t you reali ze tho.t 'J!..2. r eo.l i ze tlw.t yo ur have q uest i ons to o.sk 
there wi ll be a fl..:, od of no.il .::lrrivin g s oon f or tho Q&A Col ur:m , Ri c;ht ! 
I ar.1 sure i t i s wor th t ho 13 ¢ stc.up to f i nd tho sol ut i on to sonet h i n G tho.t 
i s puzzlinc you . 

Merk Ka szqi ak (cont ' d) 
The condi t i on o f the; scrap is quit e st on~c h- tur~i ng t o sat the l e,s t , i t 
rang&s £ron rusted a nd corro d ed to griny ~nd oily to c. c onb in~ t i on o f bo th . 

A s i mpl e way t o nake pil e s o f· s c 1~.'.\ J) wi tho ut t o tcrlly sc r c,p pi n ;:;- ev orythig 
on your pi ke i s to first l".l 2.kG c. ro ui;h shc. pe o f the pile vi i th cat ·:):io :ud , then 
g l ue your . 11sc r ccp" 0 11 oilie r the t o p surf:".c e , then s pr :cy i nc 'tho pi le with rust , 
&ri ne , d ust , etc , 

I h ope thi s o. r t i c l e .h n. s prov i d e d y o u . v: i th o. f ew ti p s on ri:kinG Y.p ur own 
s a lvase y e. r d , JuG t reo enber 3 be. sic ru l es i n b uildi ng i t and it wilr l ook 
pro t o typi cal- - ( ! ) N0thing o ust i ook like i t w~ s in tende d t o b e plac6d there 
e xcept for tra ck , fe nce an d offi ces , (2)Everyth i ng nus t l ook like it ;wou l db e 
to a tl ly us ele s s t o a r a ilroad , (3) Every t hi ng n ust l ook lik e it h .'.\ s been s i tt i ng 
in the s an e pla c e for y ea rs a n d th~ ond inc of one scir2p pil e nust l ook l i k e the 
b egi nn i n g of ano the r l i ke there ~a s no sta rting o r st oppinG po int to the scrnp . 
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Rail fanning: John 1I u o y 

CAJON PASS 
I b.avo ·j ust cono. b:Ack fron a vory eventful trip to Cajon Pnss and I will 

attonpt to sh<lre it wi.th you: .• 
Vfo ~ot there about 10:00 AM , ;right off I-15 nt tho Kor.wood Roo.d Exit 

(See map). You wi nd up on old Hir;hwc,y ~65--this is a s-b.ono' s throw frol:l trnck 
side b ut plensc never throw stones a t tracksi de ospecio.lly at passinc.t~ain s. 
At 10 :25 1 we S2..W n speeder stop <£tnd tho workqr turn ed o. switch, Thon o. AT&SF 
work tJ;'o.in bacl~ed towo.rc:\ us, downhill yet l , A CF7 & GP35 powered this train, 
of th8 consist there \vCl.s. n bi.g hook, a s nowplow, o.nd a very :i_nt orosting crurmy-
it h2,d a stoo.o whist l e on: t ho roof--I waved nnd the conduct or . b l ew it, It 
roD.lly w0.s :::,. nice sound , . 

Thon it was quiet, W~ docidad to cove eD.stward to Sullivans Curve-
Take. the. CleGhorn Street exit off I-15 o.nd follo w the dead end road ::lbout 
300 yards, till it turns to dirt, theri park cmd you. c..I'.G o.t Sullivens Curve. 
Here we waited ~nd thus provi ng the theory that '' all good things cone to 
those who wait" we wer e rovmrdod with two AT&SF freight's. One o f these 
fre'it;hts contained your st0.nc13.r(J' ·overyday;;.-run of the niil type c0rs·, the 
other was a TOFC frei ght , Of tho aen tioablo notables of those freights wor e 
a U3 6C nnd a FL05, th ey bo2,t tho SDL:.5' s we usually see thus c; ivinc us sooe 
variety. As for the rest o f t he trains we saw today; they wore of the srn:lG 
type) oh yes, by the way a ll tho trains a rc short and t ast i n this neck of 
the woods , 
** ***************** ************************************************ ******* * 

Abo ut the only outstandin~ thing w6 saw today WQS a·up a ixed , with 17 
cont nin9r~, 10 various ' co.rs, &rid two UP coaches a ho .:::d of the hack. Tha t · 
was tho train size now d i g what was u~ - front (in order) ~tartinG with .the 
load unit: SD40-2 1#3125j DD40X·#6938 , SD40-2 #8062, DD40X #6932. 
That is a totQl of 18,200 available horsepbwer ~t the.ra ilhead . Needi ess 
to s ay , ~ill, Chuck .& raysclf ·chased this train ac ro ~s the desert a t speeds 
tha t hit 85 nph. o.t.t i nes . We a lso aannced to ge t about 40 piqtures of this 
train before we were through, 

If you.ever GO ta Cajon Pass there are 3 very good phot o locat ions 
0.S ind:tc ated by the CC';p . Nunbor one is Sulliven' s Curve boc ,:_use of the 
location--thoro is plenty of wo.rninc i n both direct i ons ns tho tra i ns 
approack, a l so you have n dual no.inlino and 2 difforent curves . 
Next. is either of tqe two stretches of "old hi t;hvmy" dGi)end i nG on which 
wny your c ani ne . N:unbor throe i s Kenwood's l ead to tho ol d highway-._this 
parallel' s 0 ridc;o that r.wkcs pictures onsy to got , with a fant~ backdrop . 

\ . AT&SFt_ 
1
1 ~ ! { ~ \ 

\ 
UP + o ·- I , . .f. ·:j > I S.:c:1 Bernadi n 

Int ers~ o.to ~~ I . 
Be.rst ovi \ c ·- 15( 1.:"} f,,,.J · Cle(;horn ·- - Xoii.\vood St, Exit \~\ AT 
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Mode l ling : Grog LaRocc a 

PRES. PACIFIC 
. : .. 

Kitbashing an AIB'1 Heavy Pacific into a B&O class P7 Presidential 
Paci fic is .an easy- to- do conversion , and it i s we11· suited for a- model ers 
first kitbashi ng pr oject. Before we go i nto the detail s , however, let' s 
exami ne the hi story o f these i nteresting passenger l ocot;; . 

In 1927 , the B&O ordered 20 Pac i f ic s fr om Baldwi n . These eng i ·nes , 
c l ass P?, wero based on the PRR's ~4 ' s class . Painted olive green with red 
and gol d trin, they were named for the first" 20 pr esi dents of the u.s. 
They bor e road number s 5300 to 53 19. 

Somet i r.rn i n the late 30' s or early 40 1 s they wore rebuilt wi th Er.1erson 
water-tube fireboxes and dual cross~compound a ir c ompressors mounted on the 
pilot deck . They were repai nted r oyal bl ue and were rcclassed as P9b . 
(or P?e depending on the source , ho wever, photo's of P9b's were seen i n 
Railfan magazi ne , Wi nter 1974 & linter 1976) They were all retired by the 
end of t he 50 's• 

For those who desire the P9b vers ion , you!re i n luck. Tyco has a Pacific 
i n the right colors that i s an exact duplicate except for one thi ne; ; the 
·bell must be remounted on the smokebox front. For those who want the :P7e 
Pac ific you'll need the f ollowi nc; parts : 

One--Cal-Scal o #190-244NP . B&O Pla tes. 
One--Komtron #390-34X. Side nHfoh"t ing ·Bo:t'.t ·_--

As for the cmc; i ne , you have a choice hero, AIB'1 has 2 B&O Pacific s ayailable, 
One i s black and has a l ong- haul tender . Tho other is blue , gray and .black 
and has the correct style tender, If you use the former version , yori l ll 
have to order a tend0r from AHM and repai nt and letter it for B&O. ( I UGod 
this engi ne by the way and ho.ve yet to order the tender) The latter engine 
pr esents a little bit of a t1ystcry. Accord ing t o ~ Rai lroader , the B&O 
never had any engi nes in the bl ue , gray, bl ack schema. Yet accord:C.::i.r:; t o B&O 
fans , they did. At any rate it i s an attr act ive engine, and I r ec n:,;·. :~ ond 

using i t . Voll, now to the actual kitbask, 
First of all, remove the sm ol-:.:- ·~, ox front from the engi ne , The,• 1 cut off 

tho bell and remove the hoadligh~ rast i ng ; be careful here , you 'll need 
that headli ght l ater . Okay , now t;; e> t we ' ve removed those· 2 iter.1s, lot ' s e;ot 
to work . If any of the bell bracket or headl i ght bracket r emain~, gently 
scrap it off ~ Now , file down the back o f tho headlight castine 1 t i ll it 
resembles fiG #1 . Reaember to remove tho lens before you do this, Now glue 
the headl i ght on where the boll was, fi g , #2 

.A.rt·or t he gl ue has set, spray the smoke box front bl uck . This is im
portant , if you spray the pai nt it will match tho rest of the engi ne , if you 
pai nt it, i t won't. Af ter the paint i s dry , put the lens i n , sec how much 
protrudes out tho bacl-;: , and trir:i i t flush with tlrn surface , Now remove the 
lens and pni nt the headlight housi ng silver. When dry , put the l ens back in , 
if needed , glue the lens i n , and put some contour putty on tho back, if 
necessary . 

After tho putty dri es , paint t ho ba ck of tho ca~ting with engi ne black, 
Now wo '°ll m unt the B&O plates . To lJai nt then do tho fol l owinc; : First 
pai nt iho first (not the sides) wi th engi ne bl ack . Don ' t worry about covering 
the rai sed desi gn wi th paint . When tho pai nt i s dry , rub the front over f i ne 
sandpaper a few times, As you can a ee , the pai nt is removed fron the r a i sed 
de sign thus exposi ng the gold col or , To mount tho pl ate , expoxy it i nto the 
smokebox front where th e headlight hol e i s , f i g . #3 
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Modcllin5 : G~~G 1 ?Rocc a (cont' d ) 
•, - . . ! I . . ; " · 

' ; ' 1 - I 
; ! I 

The ) • .<..isji ste,E is to r10 t'.mt the new bol~. on t.he si'.1ok ebo:x: side . Paint the 
bell with onGino bl a ck , When dry, a.rii1 a 1/16·11 • hole approx . 1i8" above the 
handrail and 1/8 11 a wo.y fron where the snokobox meets the boiler on the loft 
side, fig . #40 Expoxy the bell in plac.e. · 

Well, th-ere you ha ve it, B&O ~lass - P7 Presiqental Pncific. 
By the way, if you wer e to t ake an A1il'1 Hea vy Mika do, modify the srrnkebox the 
same way, a dd an MDC Vnndorbuilt t enti! er, n umber it in the 4000-series, 
you' d have a pretty nifty B&\) Q4h Mike . Soon in the Hotbox ;i:i11 tell how to 
kitbash a F3 Phase IV/F5 unit. 

.Figure # 1 

Fig ure #3 

FIGURES 
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Figure #2 

Fic ur e #4 
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Pike update : John McGreevy 

COLLAPSE OF A MCDEL LAYOUT 

Thcugh I tried , I never succeeded ir getting an a rt i cle on my layout 
pri nted iil the Hotbox (TN : Lock i n last issue for art i cle on J ohn ' s pike) , 
I f i nally get that art i cle on my pi ke published but i n the meant i me I had 
an earthquake--C~lifornia style , Thi s jo l t ' was no t i ntended but bow do you 
say no to an earthquake? Here is the whol~ story : I was forced to move my 
layout tc a new locat t on recently ~ My pike i s an 8 1 by 8 1 wi th a walkway 
extend ing into the mi ddle o f i t . Previously it had be en attached to one 
W<All ar.d the rest ·was free standi ne; , I f ound out that wi thcut the wall 
the layout would be freefalling ! As soon as I removed it fr om the wall 
the legs began to wobble , As I was alcne at the time , I tried to ge t in the 
mi ddl ia and h r ld the thing up , Then came disaster , On one s i de the l ogs were 
hold i ng up beautifully but on the other s i de they wer e about to g i ve up 
the ship (pa r don t he ex pr ession) . 

The weak side fell to the floo r, pushing me out of the way as i t did 
while tho strong s i de refused to fall but the pr essure was on . First of a l l 
you can i magi ne wi th onG s i de bei ng on the floor and the other side standi ng 
that t his was a s i tuati on does not do wo~ders for the pl aster, A mini-
San Andr eas fault then ~ant right thr ough my newly completed lake and i t was 
apparent that I had sebn th~ l a st of my granite moun t a i ns . The agon i zing 
part was h.:wi ng. to .breaJc the good legs and thereby let the whole thi ng rest 
on the floor , Althoug h I did get it off the wal l , the layout certa inly 
l woked a shambles sitt i ng on the floor . It was !'..OW seperated i i1to three 
major s gct i on s and had no legs . Good Heavens and other har d vo r ds l i ke that 
wsr~ boiling in my mi nd. I was thinking : I hadn ' t even had a full operating 
sess i on yet and t wo full yec.rs of No rk were beginni !1g to pay off! _lo ·.v I 
felt like forge tt i ng the who l e thing and start i .g over but how could I? 
I 1 r.i almost out of juni::ir college and who k:10v1s how lo ne it woU:l.d ta~~e me, 
just t e get a ::ew lay ~ ut i:: the shape I got this one i n . So o. fter c ,y·l"ing 
dovm I decided i f Conrail hc.d a chance maybe I di d . I ' ll try to ret;·_J.d: 

There arc lessi ons t o be learned from everything and I learne0 0~e 
here . If you ha ve a cood possibili~~- ·~· :'moving your layout build n .st :~o:·. ,-s 

f oundation (~N : Or bui ld i t in ra~ · ~-~lc sections tha t can be t aken a part 
and put back to gether agai n once i~' ~ ~ov ed ) . This c oll2pso will set me 
back plenty . It is~ ' t easy tryi~g to rebuild dur i nG achool . Think about 
this f i rst . Second if out of no wh ere you have to move your pi ke und don 1 t 
think it will wi thstand the movement , shore up the legs and co t some friends 
to help you move i t . You oust have scmo de~ree o f patience . Fi nally of it 
does happen to you and you lose your prid e o.Ed joy do:-_ 1 t nuke dccisio:1s 
i n a momc~t vhen your ups et , thi~k nbout it--paster c an be redone/ track 
replac ed/maybe you c an evon i mprove a sectio~ . It c an happen dsp~cially 
here i n California where model r a i lroad s Got full si ze d earthquakes ! 

THE Y.AKIMA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION Cl'IMPA:'.l!Y 

is presently under c ~nst r uction , servin ~ the fru i t growers of Yakima , 

Timetables for the Orchard Line will be made kn c m after i ts compl etion , 

l at e next year , Managinc Di rector : Bryan Bechtold 

THE PECATONICA & PONT0CSUC RAILROAD 

The President of the P&P R. R. is announcin g that the r a ilroad is now 
exchan gin g p~ sses wi th in~eresting part i es. Please contact the President 
Of t he l"&P R . R. for details--Mar k Kaszr1 i ak , 4818 \'i , ti eor ge st ., Chi c ago , 
IL . 6064 1 - 11 -
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