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In accordance with the TAt"iR constitution, the Exec·..it.ive Board. announces 
that nominations fer election are 1now open for the offic s of: 

PRESIDENT 
SECRETARY 

I 

The term begins approximately June 1, 1977, and runs f or two years. 
Qualified members may nominate t hemselves or arry ether qualif i ed member 
for office. Nominations should be sent, using the !orm on the back 
page of this issue, to: 

JOHN MCGR EEVY, TAMR AUDITOR 

whose address appears on the rear cover. 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1 t 977 
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EDITORIAL: Tim Vermande, Editor 

FROM rABR \ . . 
~ ~ 

Another year , another ele~tion. It ' s time again for ~ou to submit 
the name·s of the people you 1 d like -;;o see running the TAMR. The c'ffic es 
of Fresident and Secretary are cpen. Th i nk seriously about these decisions , 
bec2use these jobs are crucia l: we are i n need of a person to guide the 
~P~IR and give innovative lea dership; and you might not like it if your 
membership records were lest and you di dn 't receive the Hotbox! Nominate 
y~urself 1 or anyone you know who would be effective. Please , however, 
assoc i ate members can ' t run , so don ' t nominate them. You ' ll find the 
nchlinating form on the opposite of the back page , 

For the past t wo years, quickly organized and poorly- a ttended con
ventions have been held in Chicago . This year , we 're locking f or a site 
again. If you ' d like to sponsor one , send a le.tter to one er all of the 
offic ers, telling who is involved, costs , location, activities, and ;so on. 
While you ' re doing that , think about comi ng this time! Now let me give 
you an idea of what 's i mport ant : easily acessabile area and low ccst. 
A good model- prototype mix is needed that will allow concentrati on on 
one or the other , or both t oge ther . A place frr slide shows , s wap sessions , 
and bull sessions is useful. Good weather i s a lways a plus, So let us know 
as S)On a s possible what you' d like to do. 

If you want to keep getting Httb~xcs , its time t o get busy . I am net 
gett ing en~ugh art icles tc keep filling even 12 pages , le t alone 18 pag e 
larger issues. Phot~graphs , black and white in 3X5 or 5X7 (Cr square sizes) 
are presently being accepted for photo pages or covers . This issue sho uld 
giv e you a good idea of what can be written: fantasy , history , pike cperaticn , 
questions, model rewo rking to begin with . 0nc e agai n an editor is desperately 
needed , I a~ go i ng off to grad. school in the fall and there is llQ. way I 
can continue to do this job. Get the idea? All ypu nAed to do is to write 
me-- enclose some of yo ur writing (for HB or any others) if pe>ssible, If no 
one writes either articles or for this job, there may not be any more issues, 

Fina lly! rtay Hakim i s doing a good job as Treasurer ci.nd is sendi ng 
regular financil reports but you hav en 't been seei ng them because of the 
Posta l disservice, I hope to clear this up sometime and see that you get 
these reports! 

Q.UESTION AND ANSVJ ER COLUMN 

Q, roes any memb er have an inexpensive way of constructing signals? If 
so plea se write in , Otherwi se I suggest using pla stic tubing instead of 
brass OJ:Jmore J!Ji.oxpon.sive materials such as alumir.ium can be . used, Ho wever , 
the use of plastic a llows one to use glue over scldcr and it is esier to 
shape ~nd pa i nt too! 
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· Railfanning : Mark Kaszni~k 

AN ALMOST PERFECT RAILF/\.NN ING SPOT!!! 

One of the oany joys of being u T.A..MR neube r is being able to go r a ilfanning 
every once in a while or as often as you can with .other necbers . Now there are 
probab ly some ceabers out there who don 't like to go r ailfanni ng , as hard a s it 
nay be to coaprehend , but many of us do so this article i s for them! Maybe you 
hnve wonder ~d as i haVe wh en you were out at your favorite railfanning spot of 
what woul d be the~perfect railfanning spot, well I was ou~ with some fello w 
T.A..HR rioP.Jbe r s one day when this quest i on just ha ppened to come up. Before you 
knew it we came up with a perfect r ailfanning spot wh i ch i s som~thing like this : 
I t i s s ituated a t a mulitiple crossi ng where a variety of motive power a~d paint 
schoaos c an be seen with little effort • . This spot has ~building on it placed 
so you can get tl1e best view of the crossiri~ , of course it is heated i n the win
ter and. air conditioned in th e surmer and is for TAMR Delilbers only, naturally. 
It c ontains a device tha t tells you when , where, a~d on what track, ~nd which 
way a train i s coning. It ho.s windows all around .that can be removed for picture 
t o.k i ng and an overhang f or getting t hose r a in and snow shots that seen to win 
contests o It has provisions for i:1ttk i ng your own meal s' and/or sending out for th em . 
It has s leeping quarters for getting those dusk or early morn ing shots, and l ast 
but not least a l ayout with interesting trackplan to pa ss away the time between 
trai ns . 

As you nay have guessed by now this little project would cost th6usan~s of 
dollars to s ay the l east , · but we Denbers i n the Groat Lakes Re gion have sor:rnthing 
a l oos t like this, It is called Willow Creek Crossing and it is loc a ted in Port age , 
Indiana , and I credit ou~ own Ho tbox Editor , Ti o Veroand e for f indi ng it. A variety 
o f different roads·go through Willow Creek , like the ex NYC no.i nline (no w Conrail) 
f or tho latest developnents i n new r ailroads . A BW--C &O w::t in( ! ) to tctke pictures 
of the nicely done uni ts · that tho. t ro ad has to offer m:d o.n N&W line which runs 
one trai~ a week (which I ha ven ' t s een yet!) to give you the feeling o f the road 
ar ound your house that never sooas to run t r a i ns 0 

Now for the nany nicet i es of this crosding : You c an park quit e close, thus 
you c nn probabl y Cl'..tch thnt tra i n t hnt always soeDs t o go thru as you a re pulling 
up; the towornan a l erts you when , where, what track, and wh ich di~ ect ion a tra in 
is c or:1i ng i n ca se you f ee l c-.s l oep WC\ i ting for it, ther e i s 2, ptmp down there 
wher e you c an ge t a drink on those nine ty degree dnys you go r ailfanning, there 
are also s ho.de trees c l ose to tho crossin~ t o koep you cool and give you a place 
to change your filu , a.cross frorJ t he B&O--C&.-0 trncks there i s a p.::!.rk with baso
b3.ll, s wi r.ming , and playground f ac ilities! mrn.t a way to spend a day r a ilfanni ng, 
sitting down while v:ni ting for a t r i:\ i n to watc h a bo.l l gai:1e or girl's wh ic h · evor 
you like oore! A McDonal d ' s resturnnt ( and I use the toro l oosely) i s loc at ed 
about t wo bl ocks down for cheap, snti s f o.ctory fo od . 

Well, it o.l nost coLlpo.r es to t ho drefil1t up spot above , in fact if it had a 
l ayout and an enc lo sed shelter of sono k ind i t woul d be perfect, but a s it is 
it i s a l oo et porfoc t ! I n foe t a c orta in I ndi an<:>. Hotbox Edi tor and a certain 
TPJv!R Socret o.ry h<.wo been thoro and r a ted it A- 1 and so ho.s yours truly! 

Po stscript: A certa in Hotbox Editor who ahall r onai n nano l ess thinks it 
wo uld be a good i don to set up a t ell tho popular r ailfanning spots a so~t o f r a i lfan 
stand whor e r ailfans can cot sonothi ng t o· drink , shoot th e breeze , or buy filn . 
If you nro i ntorostod i n such a thing contnct t ho Editor and he will help you 
co t s t nrtod t hat is if he i s not to busy with hi s friends , t he Hotbox, or a t an 
al~ost perfect r o.ilfanning spot! 
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Layout : John McGr ec vy 

ll'HE "':JAY AND NIGH'!' RAILROAD 

I named my railroad the A,M & P . M because I especially enj0y lighting 
on l ayouts , I n fact more action is seen at night than in the day , The 
trackplan shows most everything in a completed stage~ But of bf the bui ld
ings aren ' t as yet built , The track is all laid , Th i s lack of complet i on 
acc ounts f or the fact that the two c i ties A & M ar en 1 t named yet , ne i ther 
are the P. Mountains . 

I follow no prototype railroad but while having a free lance lay
out everyth i ng i s looked a t from the standpo i nt 11 I s i t ::.0 eal i stic 11 ? The 
mos t i oportant th i ng as reali sm goes i~ establishi ng a s itut i on that 
clearl y shows the l ay out i s pr e f orming a funct i on , There are 3 phas ~ s 
of i ndustry that my railroad serves , The first i s the freight house & 
gener al boxcar service , The second is open- top f r eight car traffic~ The 
thir d is 'refrigerat or car traffic , 

The f r eight house servi ce provides L, C, L, service between the two 
towns small i ndustri es and the a i rport (located i n the 1st, town) . The 
cpen- t cp traffic is perhaps the most i nterest i ng , Gianite is mined whi ch 
goes to the gr anite pul i ver i zing plant . Certa i n by- p~oducts than go on 
to the bui lding materials plant . The lumber mi l l also ser ves tho bi g mat 
er i als indust r y . Th~ chemic a l factory gets bery l f rom the beryl mine 
(naturally, whorel se can you get beryl? ) as well as r eceivi ng many ~ank 
cars o f chemi cals , Fiat cars are needed by the lumber mi ll , the ·appl i ance 
factory and the cra~e & platforn in the c i ty Which in deliv~ring autos 
to the car showroom is one of its pr i nc i pal functions . In the refr i gator 
car industry. business , I have have 2 f ood compani es in town- the meat 
packing plant and the Sa feway fo od distr i buter, The meat packin~ plant 
also needs stock cars (TN : Why?) which helps r ound out the freigh t car 
roster whia h includes a l l types of cars . This in turn makes opera tion 
f un , i nterest i ng , and d i fferent ~ 

The sect i ons of the ci t i es shown are i nt ended to be only that-
sections , Therefore I feel i t r eal i st i c to have commuter trai n servic e 
hetween the main city A and the airport at ci ty M, 

Economy (am important factor) i s the second goal c f the layout ! 
Tw~ trai n operat i on i s the order of the day although at the present t i me 
I only have 2 di ese l s , The swi tcher ~ leaves t he train elevat i on of 
zero but it still operates in 2 of the 3 blocks . A signa l system is 
in the planning stage _and the s i gnal s thems elves wi ll i nd i cate sto p or 
go l i ke all other but ' as you seo there are no passing s i di ngs . The l ower 
pri0r i ty t herefore will be requi red to pull i nto a s i di ng and wait until 
the t rai n has swi tched or passed through . Wal karound operat i on is planed 
and i t should real ly be able to iE1prove· the f eel of operat i ng the train 
as you are wi th it all the time . Finall y my switches cost me about $1 , 00 
a pai r and require l i ttle modifying . Write to me about them or anythi ng 
else on my layout and of cour se Jil l answer all (Edi tor ' s note : An SSAE 
is always appreciated!) fo r thats what the TAMR i s all about ! 

(The trackplan on John ' s layout is on the next page--HB Typ.) 
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Layout : John McGr oevy (co nt ' d ) 

T~E A.M. & P.M. R. R, 1 3 ~RACKPLAN 
"Th o Do.y and ~T i i;ht Railroaci" 
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Rester 
Di esels - 2 
Fr eiGht - 35 
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NEW,, Al' RAT ES F~R THE HJT!. 'JX ! 

The follo~in~ a re the new ad r at es for placing ads in the Hotbox 
eit he r ~y the membershi p or interested manufacturers of model r a ilrca1 
items : (~on-m embers c f 'I'A!.iiP add 25% to ·Je l o ·.v pric e s 7 please) 

Classifidd ads or buy , sell or trade are new 10¢ per printed line 
of sp.ace , Your name a n d address printed free o f char ge ! 

Pik ~ ads a~e no~ 25¢ for a printed line o f spa~e ! 

Walkway 
21 wide 

7 1 - 811 

- Repair 

-Focd 

Artvrc.rk is extro. , th i2 me~ns her3.lds , signa t ur es a nci. alike, Prices doter
r.i. i ned by the s•::mplexity , 3 c xes anc. ci rc l o s are r-o t n rt·1!crk. 
?lease send your ads to : Mar k Kaszr; ie.k , :+818 W. George St ., Ch i sago , IL. 6064 1 
Send an .:i. J today , remem":::le :· ads -;_Jay for photo p:i.ge s anci la:::- g er iss ues !!! 
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MARK TOMl..ONSO N~ 

. ·;~ ' 

ACROSS 
~~~~-~~~~;__~-'--~----~~~~ ..... _____.;....~~~-

! . . . 
1. The San Francisco: Zephyr stops t 3 3 • Ma. j or ·Con Rail yard • 
here. l 34. C.ondi ticn of equipment when 
it. The name of the chirr.p on ~ l in the .shop .. 
Kingdom (Marlin Perkins is an MR). l 38. What railroaders work for. 
1e fl'(Jp 11 t rai m move _London. i 40. Diesel rebuilder--2 wds, f:i.rst 
10 . Rober t Ocain ( j ni t. ) ! word. pnly • · 
11 . Train b€twee n San Francisco I 43, ·Gr:andview, MO TAMR member. 
and :S.'\kersfield: : Dayhght. l L.Se Amtrak ~rains 11 & J..4., 
15. Early museum eurator, the I L7. San F~sco '.-~enhyr se~s. 
Rangley now ru"ls on .his rr • ( Ini t) ! this state·. · 
17. Model photograph, usually. ! 49. Empire Builde~ stops here. 
(abbr.) l 50. As a boy, hawked candy on 
l8e Owns 29 across. ! commuter ru..~s, later developed the 
19. l st class ·European express• I t~lephone. ( Ini.t.) . · 
20. Locomot ive buildero 1 Sl .• Challenge Publicatione 
21. Representatio::i of reality. l 52~ John Allen stationo 
22. Most beautiful diesel ever ! 53. ICG predecessor nickname. 
bu:i.lt.. 1 55. How many GP#O's are there (2 
23. Often seen mn stations. Jwds) 
26. Roe~ Island commuter station j 58. Many p3ssenger stations w~re 
in Illinois... l built in 'this style: -classical. 
28 ~ Merged with 31 Down. i 60. Serves the South labbr) . 
29e St..stion in F'eather Ri"'ler ! 62a What John G. Kneiling thinks 
Canyon. i c.f Cori.Rail.· 
32. Egyptian sun gods i 6.3~ Grants cf this helped ·railroads 

. . i develop a . . 
---~--------~-----,------"· _ _L_ __ . -·--------·~· · -····->-•·· · -- - ---- ---



~~~...._.,.,._.._.~~·~~-~-· ----~----

Aeross, continued 

65. Ca.rs of this road wer trfod 
on CSS&SB., 
66. Poway, CA member. 
68 • .:team builder. 
71. 'lilrboli.nars stop here. 
72.. Menominee Fall, M.N 1nember .. 
73. First ·1ong-haul freight dies
el. 

!Down, continued. 
t 
i 
130 .. D&RGW ittatibn. 
131. ConRail predsce :.: .. sor j & I - .,___.,.> 
!Western (init). . 
!JS. Oscar Islep (init). 
1

1

36 .. Conroe, TX member {i¢t). 
37 ~ Hotbox owner. . . . . 

l. 39. Oahu iailwa.y was laid op t..~is. 

141. What railfan says wnen dropping 
~~~~~~~~--~·~~~~~~1 Nikon. 

j42. TAMR. hcnor;iry life member (ini t ). 
•44. Built for Ephram, 

DOtrn 
1.Tu&I com.modi ty. 
2 • W na t you are • 
3. SDP40F' 1 s ha11e 3000 of these. 
4. Amtrak patrons wishing to go 
here must get off at MacGregor, 
'rx. 
5. 2d word of t.i.O Across. 
6. Amtrak 166, Night . • 
1. wnat trains run on:--
8. 6~4-4-6, Class S- • 
9. TA.MR 1 s only female meml:.>er e . 

12. SP traino 
13. 4-4-6-4. Class -2. 
J.4. No trains cross this state 1s 
southern bordere ' 
16. Making the trains worth 
traveling again. 
24. Small switcher, slang ~ 
25. Silver Meteor teniu.nus. 
27. The lasC thing on a heavy·~ 
w•ight passenger train. 
29, PRR symbol. 

145. 22 Across based h~re. 
!46. Empty c.a1°s are _ .. weight. 
148. The Lone .Star stops in this OK 
! town: city. 
154. Piggybacking (abbr.). 
;$6. Chris .Pa:rker 1s. prototype. 

. l57. WtJJ!t railfan uses when approaahed 
· jby railroad police. · 
.·!59e It's at tbe end of an airhose. · 
l61. Hotbox ed 1 t,or. 
J6 3. Lowe 11 Emmons ( ini t ) .• 
164. Port Huron MI roomber. 
l66. Andrew Islep (ini t ) . 
16 7. Model ~cale ~ 
169 .. , Set>ved by SP, A 'f'SF, Othe rs {abbr),. 
70i. Arlo Gat~.uie song: Ci ty ··:·. New 
~rleans. ._, 

j 
·1 
! 

------------- --------- ·----------
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Railroad History: Georc e Redburn 

GREATER WINN IPEG WATER DI STR ICT RAILWAY 

The violet- tinted birches stand qtietly among tho chattering .of the 
forests residents wh en all of a sudden ~ yellow GE 44 t anner pull1ng a 
gravel train com es clicking by , 

Construction of an 85 millon gallon a day aqueduct fr om Shoal Lo.ke 
on the Ontaric-Manitoba boundary through the swamp and muskeg , into 
Greater Wi nn ipeg pr ompted th e building of the Greater Wi nn i peg Water 
District Railway. 

I n 1914 the Manitoba government authorized the Greater Wi nni peg 
Water Dist~ict to build and operat e a r ailway. It was built along the 
aqueduct right o! way to he.lp i h buildi ng and maintenau~e. The area 
was mostly \:>wamp and no' roads were available for the transport of mat ... 
erials , nor coul d any be built cheaply , As i n most cases r ailroad 
transportation was the cheapest and f astest way of moving materials. 

Or i gi nally , forset ~roducer~ were the mai n source of revenue but 
this was soon te.ken over by gravel •vhich was found along the roads line. 
The r ailway oper ated its o~n gravel pit to supply aggregat e for construct
i on of the aqueduct , Now it is used for th e maki ng of cement and other 
cons t r uct i on r.1~terials 1 Gr av el was obtai ned from t he pits and hauled to 
St, Boni fa.c e wher e it was dw:1ped into bins fr om el evated trc:wks o. As 
time went on , a demand for a more uniform quality of grav~l increa sed 
and a rrocess ing plant was built• Grave l fo r this plant was dum ped from 
existing elevated trackage and pulled i nto the elevato r boot with a 
scraper, 

The railway a s it now esists has 92 11iles o f mainline trackag e and 
it is di vided i :r:to 4 sections for eRsy maint ena~ c e , 

I n bo t h summer and wint er , a die se l electric c ) <.;.c h hauls 3 cars 
including a baggage car on a regular 11 up one day back the next" schedule 
leaving st . Boniface sta t i on a:t 10 : 00 am Honday , wednes¢1.ay and Friday, 
and leav i ng I ndi an Bay at 7: 55 am Tuesday , 'f'hursday 1 &nd .S a turday, This 
he.ndl es passengers , 111ail 1 way frei~ht , ·and expr ess . 

Or ginally t he r ailway used small t ype steai:1 o:r:gi nes which were 
used on all mai nl i ne trains, I n 1949 the railway ~ought i ts fir~t di esel 
locomot i ve , This was a twin engine GE 44 tanner, which devel0ped 380 
horsepower and was built i n 191+6 • Tna r:ext y ear a sec end unit was bought 
and in 1954 a third unit was aquired , All tho units have been fitted 
with new heads t hus br i ncing the hors epower t o 4co . Also forc ed air 
cooling for traction motor s f,;'} }caci s a fety, safety operating alar ms , 
and dead man ' s controls were added . 

Other roll i n6 stock cons i sts of 29 chain dump oars, 47 power dump 
cars , 18 pieces of M8W Gq uipuent, I Mack die sel electric co ach 1 9 self
propelled car~ , ~ passenger coaches , l combi nation c oach , 21 gener a l ser
viRe fl ats equiped with side poc kets and hinged s i de deer s , 3 r dad 
cabooses , and 3 boxcars, 

· 'fhe gravel trains nre mad e up a locomo tive, 30 gravel cars and a 
caboose • . 

The line ha s pronpted settlement a l ong the r a ilway and helped 
populate the souther n Manitoba area , bec a use of the l ack of roads the 
people of the settlements still dbpend on the line today c 

By de finition the length of t he l i ne would classify as a short 
line but with th e ;;u::oun t of equi p1;ient i t owns i t could be hardly a low 
budget line but e.ny way you l ock at i t , it is well worth looki ngat or 
aaybe even modelling? 

- 8-



Pike History : Mark Tor.ilo1:c;on 

'l'EE :ROCKLAND AlJI: ALBIO~r ,..~AILROAD 

~ -.. 
i . 

'T_h~ Ro.cklc'.i.nd ·and A:lb ion RD.i1ro" d wO.s fi r st chartered as a st ace line 
i n t .e 1830 1 s to ru~ between the tonn s of Albion and Owl ' s Head , Mai ne, 
Sh res in t he line we~o so l d , a~d on the mornin~ of July 1, 1837 , the staGe 
was t o mal\:o i ts fir st ivun , When t he riayor of Rockl a 11 d went t J the loco.l I nn 
t r summon the promoter of the lino , he found out that the promoter had left 
r ather hurriecily the ni Gh t be f ore with al l the cash and the mayo r ' s wife . 
Tho t ownsfolk c f the ci ties the line was to run throuch soon lost inter ~st 
c.i.nd the i deo. of u sta;: eco:.ch. and the cha.rter were soon forc;o tten . A stear;ishi p 
lino r unni nc i nto Denobscot Bay made stops at.Li ncolnvil le , Rockl and , and 
Owl ' s Ifo.::i.d , c·.nd the Mafr.e Cent r al l<:cid r uils into Rocklai.n.a. Thnt ' s the w~.y 

thinc; s st cod until the Ci vil Wo.r , 
I n 1875 , some busi~ossoen st~ rted to r evive i nt erest i n the old c harter , 

no ~ ns a. stnce line , but ns t wo- f oot euaBe r nilroad , A lot of talk ~nd 
spocul2tion went a r ound , ~nd trips were mnde to MassGchusetts to se e the 
Bi llericc.. ;: , Bedford R . R . c,nd to Fr2.nklin county , Mo.i ne , ·to see the nen 
Sc..ndy River R. R. At l ast a c ~mp ny was f ormed , the Al bi on , Lincolnville 
& C.:tmdei1 R. R . Com pccny , o.nd surveys wore. m;:;de , Thcct: s c. lso where tho problem 
st0rted . 'rho t e wns folk ir.. u c·s t 'l f the t f'wns vrn re more them hnppy to h2ve cc 
r o. i lroc..d , but the people o f Bockl~~d c..nd c ·md e~ said nix . The people in 
CCJ:1den s till rer:1or.1bered the stc..c;e line and the people i n Ro ckl nd ~ o.t the 
pr odlinr of tho M~ine Central , d~c ided one r o.ilrood i n to wn ·wc..s Onoue h . 

TracRlnyip5 be~~n in early 1876 , i n O~l 1 s He2d 0 Th e line t hen head ed 
north to tho outskirts of Rocklc..~d , where i t interchc..n ~ od wi th tho Mai ne 
Ce:1t r al , the:1 t o tho outskii·ts of Cnmden , The city f .::. the.rs of Cccmden f:i:!l et l l y 
resc i ndo.d to ~:llow one s i di n[.; nnd a shelter f or my passen~ ers . From c,::-.i:id en 
track was l ~id to Li~colnville and on to Li berty , and then nbout h ·. lfway 
to Alb ion , when t he pc..nic of 1876 hi t the stock nc..r ket , ell trackl ayi ng wns 
stopped duo to ass o f capital , anct the line folded witho ut oven one re[ 
ulnrly scheduled r un ! 

Ir. 1880 , o. _, ew co.-ipc..:r:;;' wo.s f ormed , CC\lled the Rockl Cl!1d Al bion R , R , Co . 
Eq uipr.rnnt vc.. s pure: h::c sed o.ncl tr .:ci ns wore rm 0 :1 the old AL&C tro.ck . The 
tow~ of Alb i on , h c uevo~ , ~o.nted no p~rt o f tho pew r ~ilro ~d , c..s two compani es 
hnd nlr ondy folded under thor.i , ,-md the tr.:::ck fr om E..ct - of- Tr nck to Liberty 
••

1HJ. s t ckcn up , 
Now , he r e i n the enrlt t wenties , schedules ha 7e been cut back little 

.:tnd profits ha ve st ~rted to s l ow , but thin ~ s still l ook c oed , Tho people 
o f Cm:iden .c.rc o. little roluctrn~t to shi p anyth i nG mor e . v::; l u!:lble tho!l mi lk 
on tho line , nnd ~ he shelter h::.s seen mor e spiders than po.ssene ers . Pro
hi bi tion hos not n~de Lluch of a d ~nt i n t he econony hero , ::. s there a re ~c 

br ewries neo.rby . The roo.ds &.r e h.:--. lf- nu.d nes t of th e ye ::cr so pc.ssenfer 
trains nre usu~lly f ull . Al l i n ell , t hi ngs ar~ eood ccnd we expect m2ny 
nore years of f i no servic e ! 

·. Gr o.ct L.".lrns Roeion 
If there arb any c~·. f ::.ns out there you ni0 ht be i nterest ed i n the 

follcwin~ item: The RTA (Re~ionnl Transport a tion Authority) , whi ch. serves a 
s ix county ::.rec 2rounci Chic nco , h~s supposed ly cor.ie to ~n a[';reem ~nt with 
t ho C&NW for t he purch:-. se of .::.11 their p.:csson r,or equipment ! Althoueh sor.io will 
be leased b~ck to the r ::.ilro'd for oper ntine purpo noe; tho RTA wi l l use nes t 
o f it to provide bet tor trnnspc r t ntion to t he si x county arch , As o f this 
r:icrn on t t he deal is !'! i:J °'.; offi cal on account of th e untincly dco..th of Mcyor 
Ri c h.:trd J • D::. ley o:f Ch i cnz;o , tho de.:--.1 1 hov:over , sho uld e;o throur;h . It is 
::e lse rurno:sP.9_ th -t the· RTA wi ll rep:-.int the equipuon t they purch .~se ~ Could 
th i s be th e birth o f c. :1 ev; p .~,int sch.,:Pr:io for the Re .,i on? I r, ucss we ' ll just - - 9- ~ 
h -'.'. VO to weti t c-.. nd sec ! 



Layout : John Huey 

D. VR· fJil 1\lfJ L'NiTTS L .J.. ~ ul -L l Lr . 
AN UNUSUAL SOLUT ION TO TH I S PERPLEXING .PROBLEM WE ALL FACE ON OUR PIKES 

Do you h ~vo n· l~yout? Hnvo you ever h~d n dernilnen t? If you answered 
11 yos 11 tc these q u.sstions then this c.rUclo mc:.y just be for you! If on the 
other h c..nd you a nsvIGred " no 11 to tho second quest i on ; you nre perfect nnd 
should ~ o work for Conr nil ; they need you! 

Hy premi se for this e-rtil!Jlo · c.:une nbout from the ' Grticle 1 in the HB 
ple .:'.dir:.g for more o.rticles nnd tellinc bow to eo o.bout it. I thouc;ht <.bout 
a work trnin ~any times but I needed some idens. So wi t h the help ~f my 
trusty VJc, lther ' s CntGlo f.~ , I set . ,c.bout nccwnulo. tinc; n Mof;/! tr.:cin. Then n fter 
I ro rtd th L'- t 11 L'-rticle11 --.c.:-:i:1 I s nid 11 M<Cybe I should shClre! 11 , The kits I 
list C\·nd used e>.rc only L'. b Gs i c sur.;e; estion--many ot)?.ers C ·'.'-11 be ut i lized ! 
Althoue;h I wnnted to soo how ouch it would cost to assemb l e n sio plo , h u~ 

ronlistic , work trnin , I o.l s o wGnted one for my 1::-cyout . 
Now, a s you a ll know , there· is rto rule for 100% derailment free opera tion 

Mnny ha ve tried.tc a tt a i n it ~nd ne nrly a ll , includine; the prototype , h a ve 
failed . I would ostinnte th nt every codaler hGs n t le~st 10 c neazines with 

thC'se 11 Hovi ti:- 11 Grticlos on trn·: k work , So 1 I , boin:; hesi t n.nt to po.rrot them , 
will npprc .ch tho subject froa a slic htly difforen t an~le. 

Tha t la nds us to assoLlble n work tr o.in-- sonethin~ a renl railrond uses 
tr fix tra ck , cleo.r the rie ht - of- wny ~nd put those derGiled c nrs bnck on the 
rai ls! Perhaps the most i nportGnt iteo of a work tra in is the crane ; d opondinG 
on t h e erC\ you oodel raa ny nre nv<Cilnblo ; such a s Ath e~rn 1 s 200 to n #'s 1700-
02 in HO . 

Next you will :100d o. b oou tender . No w Athe .rn docs r.1 C'.k e one , but I 
decided to D kc oy own by usin~ Athonrn's 16- wheol h ecvy d uty flat , soo o 
stripv.rood, nnd L'. nunb er of cl d vrhe e lsots plus c. pnir of frei r,ht trucks . I 
used tho wood , 5/1 6 11 X 5/ 1G ir which is r; lued to the c a r ',s deck t_,, fore o. p ccir 
of ~nils dc wri the cen ter . Tho wh eels ~nd trucks n re thci n e luod in pl ccce Gnd 7 

when dry , wontherod , Whool stops were n l a o added t o keep the 8l ued wheels 
fr~u r ollinc off! 

Tool stora r;e is a l ao ~~port en t on a work tra in , for this you will need 
::i. storq :;e c a r . An old s i d e cci.bco s e wo rlrn well. I n f.'.'.ct, 2 very e oo d choic es 
o.re no w nv01ilnble : MDC fl 3430 & Tr-;:.in Miniture # 5 153+ 7*. Or , if the tr Clin 
is t0 bo v ery l ·. r c; o ; opeci :-.1 tool c c:r o r:. re C\ Vtdlnble fror,1 Silver Stro<-k. 
Thoy ~lso hn vo n bunk c a r nn d bnll ~s t.c nr . One of tho r;ren t thinc s ~bout tho 
;:,bove kit s is th:i.t none ~To ov-or $5 -'..'.n d that p uts them within no-:crly every
on es re :-i.ch. 

Of course , I did lec.vc 01:.e importnnt thi n e out , this 11 tr L". i n " is cc e; reo.t 
plo.c o to c; et 11 rid o fll tho s e old wooden box c ccrs , j ust cdd wi ndows a ncJ. . doors 
to the c 2rs o.nd y o u hc.vo your o wn stort'.. ~~ o Gnd bunk c ci.rs .. hll thc. t 1 s needed 
is tice o.nd tho right pnrts . 

To sum.=thin[ s up your b o.sic wo rk trnin c .::n cont~in tho followine : a 
er c:ne , boom tender w/ pa rts , tool cccr ccnd C\ c r e-w cccr ( ~ ctuci. lly you c ci.n use 
the caboo se (MDC #3430 ) for b o t h) .r.d you nre t a lkine; ::bout c. nomin c>.l cost 
of on ly 311.94 +tc.x ! 

I n the futu·re I plc n to add c. Rot ry snow plow, :cnother he ci.vy duty flc.t 
c Ltr , a crew c ~:.r ··. nd C\ p ,:-:. ir of b :cllc·.Gt c etr s . All of the nbove are n e e d ed t c 
keep n y Portlo.n d , Sec.ttle ~nd E~ stern Tro.n sport ntion Cocpnny rie ht - of- wcy 
c la '.1.r and movinc smoothly , plus one little 1ol tra ck e ucc c . 

* * * 
*Notes : #3430 MDC i s o. sid e door open end type with o.n of f - center cupol <:>. 

- 10- ( cont ' d on n ext pn~ e) 
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Humor: Paul J . Mo.nton 

'IEE GASTRONOMICAL RAILFAN 

ONCE UPON A TIME there wc.s a fello w who w&s o. rea lly ninto-it" r 2.ilfan, 
perha~s more a vid o. f an than any of hi s colleag ues, Ho wever, this pa rticula r 
guy h.ocd one minor se tback: he had c, r.iaddinc pnssion for fr.eshly bo.ked be<J.ns . 
He could consume pl ::i. tefUl aft er plo.teful , with , of course ', sone r ather obvious 
a fter effects. 

One day lie had read about the opening of a brarid new club i n his area , 
o.nd it was based on hi s favor i te prototype. Naturally he . had an eac;er desire 
to join , but he said to himself , 11 These guy s a re such o. ser .i ous .. : p;roup of 
ueople , they would never stand for this kind o f nonsense" . So he- mo. de a 
suprer.ie sacfrice and gave up the beans! 

Not too long a fter that he joi ned the club, and he and his model r ail
ro etdinr; t o. le·nts quickly grew in po.pularity o.r,10ne;st the r anks of the r.iembers. 
So they let him dra w the trackplan for the oainline u.n~~ esic;n a l l the scenery 
bec~use he was so talented . 

Then ·suddenl y he wc..s returning from work o~e n_ic;ht when .his .co.r br oke 
down , so he had to wa l k the rest of the way hoLle . I t was a Tuesday night , the 
night the c l ub bad a session plo.nned ; so he wo uld return from work , c;o home 
and eat, then heud for t he club . All w~ s the same except tonight he was wa lk
i nc , and a l ong the way he pa ssa s a soall c a fe and the a rom a of freshly baked 
be::ms W<'-S overwhelming! So he telephoned his wi.fe a.nd i n f or1;ied her that he 
wo uld eat out , theo hei:ld di rectly for the club . He went i n t o the c a fe. D,nd 
ordered 3 laq~e pl.:1t"eful of be<tns , f eeling quite sure ·he would wo rk off o.ny 
afte r effects by the time he re ached the club. After he finished e t i ne , he 
left the c ode ;:md putt - putted the rEJs t o f th e way to the club. 

Upon reaching the ent r ance to the club , one of the oembors r an out and 
sai d : 11 C1 oon in, .you ' re c.::,rly and nobody else is here yet , .:md I c.an ' t e;e t 
the lights to Go on . Perhaps y ou C"-n put your t a lents to work on the li~ht
s wi tch and cet the lichts work i ne by the tioe the rest o f th e fello ws ce t 
here" • . The neober then wen t into .:mother do.r r ooo , tellinc; our hero ho was 
goi ng to ockc sone phone calls . As he was tryin~ to fix th~ switch he still 
had soae of the a fter effects fr on the beans and so he putt - putted a little 
while l onger, but he he~rd his friend conihG back and hi s indicated the end 
o f his freedon , so he had to ho ld back the rest and st a rt be~ring the pai n . 
His fri end said he fina lly l ocated the trouble wi th the lichts , and suddenly 
a ll the lichts i n the rooo went on . There i n the rooo, to his ultimate sur
prize, nere all the rest o f the oer.ibers c;athered a r ound the l ayou t f or a 
Master Modelrailroader par ty f or hi o ! 

Derailnants : John Huey , (cont ' d ) 

# 1 s 5153+7 Train Miniture are both of the boxc ar type wi th bay wi ndows 
C:\ddod . 

All iteas listed as undecoratcrated or the easieP! to strip and · 
pni n t over ! 

(TN: Other types of car~ fo r your work train were di scussed i n the 
Sept . & Oct . 1975 issues of Railroad Mode l er. For those aodelinc i n N scale 
Cr<rnes are o ff er ed by Mi nitrix & Stewart Products , other MofW cars nre 
available from the Railhead . ) 

* * * 
I hope I ho.ve Given you soEJo iYisie;ht to ny road/I an a l so interest ed i n 

corresponcting with peopl e who , like ne , prefer branchline operati ons . I tr ~ cte 

photoeraphs and even trade priv~to cnrs of various roads in HO . I l i ke S .P. 
& B. N. , but also the D&H . - 1-1 -



Prototype History : Chip Kr~ft 

HISTORY OF THE UNION BRIDGE BRANCH OF THE PENNSYLVANI A RAILROAD 

11 This article wns written several oonths n~o as a Chapter in a book 
bei nc prepared . However, bec~use of the nood for art icles in the Hotbox , I 
dec i ded to s ubcit it in i~s elf, a t a l ater date if and ~hen the book is re
leased this chdpter will be i nc luded with pictires. 

I have photos o f the line be for e and after abandonaent . However , all 
photos of tho lino pre-abcmcJ. onnent were ta1'.en by a frie:id and therefore sane 
difficulty nay be encountered in the acquist i on of further copies of these 
and post-abandonoent photos which I took personally fo r any person i nterested 
nt costrr 

The Union Br i dcc track r an froo a connection with the Frederick Seco nd
ary of Pennsylvani~ Railro ~d at Keyaar, Md ., a distance of 5 . 14 o iles to 
Uni on Bridge, Md., and was built nainlt to haul cement fron a plant l oc a ted 
there i n coopeti tion Y!i th the Western Mary l nnd Ro.il wny. I t w2,s built i n 1914 
by the Central R0-ilro<ld of M'.l.ry l o.nd which was oreani zed in 1913 by the Tide
water Portland Ceaent C~apany , which recently located a plant i n Union 
Bridge. Witness the followinc excerpts fr oa the railway & Enc;inoerine Review : 

111\.pril 19, 1913--Tho central Rnilroetd of Maryl2nd, orsonized by the 
Ti~ewater Portlo.nd Ceoont Cocpany, Bolt i aore , Md. , hns been ch2.rtered with a 
capitnl stock of ~125 , 000 . A 5 nilo line wil l be built to connect wi th the 
P.R.R. 2.t Key[lar, Md. 11 

11 J uly 5, 1 913--The Mc,rylcmd Public Service Cci:-mission hns :0 rc.n ted tho 
petition of the Central Railroa d of Maryland , recently ~entioned i n these 
col ur:ms, to build a railroc:\d froLl Union Bridce to KeyDa r, Md ., 2 distance 
of '.8- oilo s·. Vl illin;:i J . O' Brien , Jr., Cr:lvort Buildinc; , Bc. ltiuore , Md ., and 
others , i nc lud i nc; the Tidc wo.tor Portlc:cnd Cenont Coa1r.ny , 2re interested • 11 

rrNovei;-ibcr .1, 1913--The Pennsyl vo.nia Railrond , s Gys a r eport , ho.s 
acquired the stock of th o Centra l R~ilroad of Maryland a~ d tho lattcrs pro
posed line, about. 5t ai~os in len~th , froLl K~yanr to Union Bri dGe , Md ., will 
be built this yoc:.r • 11 

Frou tho Vo.llcy Ree i ster , Middle-::. own , Md .: "Fobruo.ry · 0 . 191 4--'I' ho 
Central R ilroad of Mnrylc:cnd , c. spur of the Northern Central between Koyaar 
and Union Bridc o has been coapletod and is now in operatic~. The new line is 

· 5.16 oiles i n lonc th and connects with tho l~rco plant of the Tidewo.ter Port
l~nd Ceaent Co~pnny a t Union Bri dto . I t connects wi th tho York , Hanover 2nd 
Frederick Railroad D.t c. point 2 , 800 feet south of the Koynar St2ti on . 11 

Thr oe routes were surveye cl--ono south of Pipe cree:;:; enc north of the 
creek runnins l on e the sides of t he hills ; and tho one thot was chosen-
tho cheD.pe-st -ner.ndori nr, with Littlo Pipe· Creek · ori the fl ood pl::i.in . · Most 
omrnrs received ~1000 c.n ccrco for the richt - of- w.:i.y, but Enrl Buc!rnyo r;ot 
cevoral tiaos oore . 

Two contractors ~oro eaployed to construct tho lino , as w&s the usual 
fashion. Ono ~id the so2ll wo rk, while tho other took care of the larcor , 
core diffi cult, jobs . 

Tho second contractor di d not h vo lone to wait--no t an in ch of track 
could be laid unt il a deep cut follo wed by ~- hi Gh fi l l uere constructed . 

Evident l y , tho larc o corittactor either di d a l ot of railroad buildinG 
or cooporo.ted very clos~ly ~ith the PRR because they either owned or leased 

letrc e stem.l shovel which r an on rc.ils. I n use the c ontr o.ption na s aovod 
back and forth on its own wheels o.nd when i t had oxcavn ted a suffi cient etaount 
of ~ock--blnsted with b l ack powdcr-- tgo nore three -- foot rail lcnc ths were 
lai~. This track , of cour s~ , was teaporary. 

If tho· deep cut vreren ' t b2.d onouc h , a hi ch f ill hooded to be constructed 
-1~- -



Prototype Hi story : Chi~ Kro ft , (cont ' d ) 

The c r ows cut sc ores of to.11 trees and built n ve ry rickety trest l e . Dinky 
stoan l ocos r n over thi s thriller 1aith sir1.e--du1:ip cz:crs f :i_llod v1i th earth 
fron the steru.i shovel. I n. t pi s nmrnor t ho fill vms slr1ly coDpletGd. 

J,o..ter, tho ste.:cu sho_vel w:::_ s used i n di c; r; ing tho cut on th o Buckeye f o.r n . 
Meanwhile , the contractor who wa s chnrc;c with tho r esponsib ility f or li~ht 

gr adi nc had his own oen h '.' r d at wo r k . Ho hired I ri~h i oni c r an ts who used 
h<: nd s hovels nnd horsoco.r ts to cou1)lote tho i r 1.or k . 

Two wooden b rid~es wor e bui lt , with piles and cross- br ntos, ac r oss · 
Chorr1 Branch 2n~ Little Pi pe Crook . These wore replaced i n ~933 with now 
bri dc; es h2vi ng concnr;te pi ers c~:1d 2 wooden beaus . Those o.ro. the ty po in 
pl '.' c e ·today . 

Nunor ous co;1c.Doto c ulverts exist o. l onr, tho richt - o f - vro..y the 1-'.'s t be i nc 
constructed i n 1933 : bout l ~ a iles fr oo Union Brideo. 

Tho workers erect ed sh~cks a l one .the ri~ht - o f-WQY in whic h they lived . 
Every no r ni nG oi10 c oul d snell their breo.kfast cookinc . 

A r uoor c ircula t ed i n 1913- 14 that the Un i on Bridge trQCk ~as built 
boGc:.use the Presiden t o f tho PRR, Sto.ploton , WD. S 2n,sry at t ho We stern Mary 
l c.nd f or no t st oppi~G the trni n D.t U~ion Bridce when he wanted to uao t he 
sta t ion the re. So ho built hi s own trc.ck to Un i on Bridce . Then , t ho runor 
so..ys , t he :1 ostern M ~.ry l .:md a l wc.ys l et hin use the station. This runor is 
f blae . ·rt i s n uc h noro likely that Tidewater wan ted sone conpotition for 

'/, est:ern M .. rylnnd . After 0.11, it WD.S Tidowo.tor who organized the Contrc'.ll 
R2ilroad o f Mo.ryl~nd . 

Up~n conplot i on of tho lino 2 csnnaony vro.s hold i n Union Bridce . They 
wore quite proud of thoi r _nou lino . It was not wi t hout i ts probloas , thouch-
l ots o f then? 

Orc innlly t he t r ack hnd 80 l b . r nil, soft pi ne t i cs , and c i nder bo.llnat . 
Th i s nrr<:tnsonont i s usuo.lly r eser ved for lo\'r speed, seldot:1 used stor.:::c o 
s i di nc;s . The br etnch wo.s coirn ider od by the PRR t o ho..ve 11 lich t" trc. ff i c: The 
i:;u::rd r o..il s on br i dr;oG wer e only ex tended 50 f oot , and the t i cs on 2 1 centers. 
On tho Union Bri dco lino this setup i:.:o.s foun d extr onoly unsnt i sfo.ctory. 

For o. period , tho r nil 'iJe-i cht ;;10.s okay. However , the c hoc.p cinder ball<'.l st 
ho l ds wo. t or wh ich shoul d ho.v e boon drni~cd away . The track sett led overyt i no 
there wo.s n nild flood- - cnd i t w::s l ocntod di rectly on t ho tlood plo.in-- rind 
washed out evorytino there uns any f orc e to the unter wo rth cention i nc be
c ause o f l a ck of suppor t . Tho hi sh water concentrat ion proaotod r ot , bspec i nlly 
a pr oblen wi t h pi ne tics . Fi~~lly stoPo bal l ast ho.d to be put down . 

Tho tics c vc no ond. to t r ouble , espocio.lly on t he curves \"1horo tho 
prcsauros were c roo. tost . The s o ft wood wo uldn 't ho d the spikes , and when a 
tra:j_n c o.ue , th ey '.·:ou l d pull ont o The r nil then spreo.dy , tho t r o. i n derc:.iled , 
::md the c :.'ow h::-,d probloos . If o. stoo.D l ocor.10t i vo ro t oi1 the i:; r oun<', o fte n o. 
''b i [; hook" or wrcckinc crc:.ne was noodod . 0.'.1.k t i os wo ro· slowl y subst it uted 
for pi :1e o.l t houch tho b r cmch 2 j_ 11c.ys ho.cl no .D o th ·:; n its shar e o f opor.:tt i nc 
pro bl ens . 

As tro. ffuc inc re~scd , tho . tro.ck proved na rc o.nd noro i nndoquo te , leadi nc 
to o.n ovontuo. l rebuildinc i n 1952 . On very sha r p curv .s tho ro.il was too 
flexible . Evontuo. lly 155 lb . per y o.r d r a il wo.s put do~n on tho cur ves with 
cuc:.ce bro.ncas . This put nn end t o tho problon . 

Durin r; th o U . s . Ruilv1ny J,dni ni stro.t i on. cra--V/VJI-- th o r c.ilroo::ds wor e t nkon 
over t cuporo.rily by tho Fec'.er<:l Govt . Dur i nc; th i s pori oc~ ; the bro.nc h was usec. 
f or bo xco.r storn~ o o::nd o. 11 coaont wont out over tho Western Mc:.ry l and Ro.ilw~y . 

I n 1925 tho conont plo.nt wns sold to tho Lehi~h Portland Conont Conpo.ny , 
under whose nc:.no it still opor cc tos. 

The s~oed liait ~o. s 30 n ilo s per hour. No doub t tho t r airis nnde t i ne 
durinc the poo. l o f opor2t i ons , i n spite of tho sharp curves . 

Tro.c itio~o.lly , t ho F9 5 vould roll out of Y0rk, visit Union Bridco , con
i~: uc -.... !1 doY;n tho lir~o to ··· Poc1oricl< , c-.:1 c~ visit U!l i on Bri( o O...'.:;.:l i n before 
r oturninc t o Yo r k . - 10-



Prototype Hictory : Chip Kroft, (c ont 'd) 

Durinc stc.:m d.:-:ys <:md eo.rly di cseld on , the tr0. il1S vnricd frol:I 5 l end s of 
concnt to 30 o. dc:cy , nest of \'Jh ic h wo.s for Pcnnsylvnni~·. st c;.tc projects. The 
line wets built to t ruce ccTc o f No1'thcr n tr:--<lc , t odny whi ch is virtually non
existant loo.dine to the lines eventual dco i so . ~ost of this wo.s ba5ccd i n 
boxco.rs. M.:li nly bulk loetdinG did not cormenco unti l recently • .Also i nbound 
locals wore Gypsun , Coal , ::-.nd I ron ore. 

Sooetiaos , r o t urnin~ hoac, the train would stop at Buckeye 's Hill 
(Sic~son ' s Mill Road crossinG) and ~ Pennsylvania Dutch lo.dy woul d tro~t 
t he;:1 to pi es , c .:::kes , candy .".nd coffee which t hey enjoyed. The c rew n o.de _c, 
habit of this . Tho crossinc i s a l so tho l ocnti6n of fre quen t derailraonts, not 
so enjoyable . On the hill nbo ve tho r nilroad nt this plo.co there wo.s a 
copper mi ne . It i s doubt ful t hat it ever shipped by r~il. 

I n Uni on Bridcc ) the ~M ' s l oco.l would usually be l oo.vine the ccacnt 
pl nt UiJO~ the nrrivc, l of the PRR's. Hov10vcr , sonotincs the crews s witched 
c o.rs toccther , the crows helpi ng ouch other out f or their own autual benefit. 

The Western Mary l and crew soaotiaes f elt that tho P6nnsy train was 
stopped just outside of tho plant , spy i l1.c; on then and wo.it i nc f or then to 
·fini sh their shift i nG so th t they wouldn't have to do any work nt Uni on 
Bridc c . Whatever tro.in r oached tho plant fir st woul d h .vo to separate their 
own curs fron tho others an~ to the other rnilrond ' ~ work for thoa . It seccs 
tho Porinsy wo uld just stop nd wai t unti l all of their work was done by the 

\ill and the~ cone innocently chucc i nc in, hoqk up thoir·c ars nnd ~o ~ It just 
scened to happo:1 th<.1t way ~'. lit t l e to often to be pure coi,:c i de ncc. 

, A st cop Gr <'-de c onnc21 c cs we.s t of Si npson 1 s Dill roncl c rossinc; , ncc,r 
Mi l epos t 1 , headed towo.rds Kcyao.r. Tho srado rises 80 foot in one oile and 
with one sao.11 locoaotivc and 30 cars the co i nc co.n co t rough or iapossible. 
Mcmy tir.1o s the hill WC'-.S " doubled"; o. tir.ic nnd nonoy waot il!G ) rocodure, but 
neverthe less , necessary. Doublinc involves l eavi nc half c f the tr · i n a t the 
bo tt on of the hill nnd t ckinc; tho rcDeti ni nc; hulf to the sur:mit. Then the 
lofonotivo a ust return to the base of the er ode ~nd pi ck up t he rest of tho 
tr:'.in~ I n this co.so tho surmit wc,s Koyno.r . 

I n st ,;.::cr.i c~.ccys , .2- 3- 0 c o:1So l cli t i ons cf the H8 , H9 or occ<is i on<ily tho 
H10 cl.::ss wore used . L.:-, tor these were ro~;l c.ccc~ wi th Bnldwi 11 switchers, which 
r~ .:we :::.w::-.y i n tur·1 to GP7 ' s :-me: 9 ' s . These loconotivcs \•fo uld also switch the 
no.in Frcclor ick tr· o.c1~ and were , i n .ccc t, the s.::.nc ty1Jc used by Ponnsy on c..11 
it s spurs . 

For Union Br i dcc custoacrs of the r ailroo.d ouch troub l e and vexa tion 
could res ult froa not spoLi fy i nc tho car rout i ne . If the routine wns ne t 
spec i f i ed the rc.ilro ::-.c~ would chose o. route , and :id tho PRR he.cl a ch ~ nc c to 
cho ose cuesa whi c h lino tho ca r c n~e i~ on? My c r nndfathor , who was once in 
tho f rr.i 1:1CtChi!10ry business often received cc..r l o.ccds o f equi pnent 011 fl ,". tc c; r s 
us weil u s LC L lots. For the LCL l ot s it di dn ' t n~ttcr ouch at which stntion 
he received tho lJaclrnc;c , but ther e ,·10.s no teem tr .:tc i n Un i on Bridco on the 
PRR. Tho fl ctcara hnd to be t aken t o WM ' a t oaa track on Main Street . Althouc h , 
tho t r acks a rc physi co.lly onnoctod there is ~ot i ntcrch nee c.cr ~ cDcnt f or 
Union Bri dc o. Thus it cost ay ~randfnthcr abo ut aioo and 2 days as the c o.r ad 
t o bo returned to KcyaQr vi a tho PRR , intcrc han~od wi th tho WM t here , and 
brouc;ht bnck to Uni on Bridc;.o vi 2 tho WM . 

The Ponnsy ' s frc i c ht station was loc ated on the ccocnt plnnt preci ses 
no r the i ntersect i on o f Fo.rquhnr & Locust streets . Tho Union Bridce track 

. once had a to l ccr o.ph wi re s did tho ani n track but this was tnk~ n ou t lone 
before the c.bnndonocnt. I n Unio n Bridcc , PRR had n car inspector and he l pers 
who clenncd the cars for loadi nc a fter the adven t of bu l k l ac.dine . 

Tho Western Mnryland turned its stone engines on' tho Pcnnsy ' s wyc ut 
Uni on Bridc e . The wyc w s soldoa used by PRR locoaotivcs but tho WM petyed 
cc pretty penny for its. use . In orc1or to re2ch t ho :)+.'.'.nt , the WM had to , cmd 
still dace , run up tho l cnc th o f F~rquar street . Th~ t street w~s kept pretty 
busy . ~ I~ -



Prototype Hi s t ory : Chi~ Kroft , Cont i nuGrl . 

The w~ hnd an anc i ncor who wou l d run hie engi ne s up th o street a t 20 nph ., 
which i s not oxos tly scfo! Also worthy o f o ..; ntion i s thnt tho ~II fo r ao.ny years 
ho.d it s aain shops ot Union Brid~ o . 

Tho U .ion Brid.::;c br.:'.n c: h of th ..: PRR 21ov0r c nrrj_ .d .:-'.11J' pcssonc;er ·tr<:c i nc-
:'.. t was 2. l wcys froic;ht o;:. ly, ove;1 whc:1 the 11 r.w.in" tr ::o.ck hc.d passenGor sorvic o . 
Tho rJn . , however, di d provi c~o po.cs on · :or sorvic o . 

The trc.ck nc,:1nc oct to e · cc.pe tho scrnppors once but ·succunb0d the second 
tine. Tho first wo.s .:1bout 1950 . A story co os that there 1:ns c. " bri 13ht" youn ' · 
1:ic.:1 who wont o.r ound 11 toetrinc up trc.cks". Ho cost the PRR ocv~ r .:'. l nill ions by 
to .:trinc U? tracks whic h they roc lly did need c.nd needless to say , he wns fire d 
within sovero.l ye.:'.rs •• The ~o.c t i s conforned bhnt the PRR wan t ed to o.bondon 
i ts om:. line i ::. to Uni on BridGo c,ncl Oi)er et te on tho WM . However, tho c. ttonpt 
f <:c ilod boco.use tho PRR wo.s not will inc; to pay enour,h. M:cybo he vr s the fore e 
behind i t , the truck v: s in aw ful shape i n 1950 when tho PRR w<:cntocl t o abc.ndon 
it, but ~t wo.c rebuilt insto~ d . 

Outbound coa ont tro. Zfic consod for t he Ponnsy ar ou1( 1968 b ut servic e 
continued until 1970, tho PRR handling i nbo und c6an i ditios . Tho l o.st tra ffic 
was Pittsb urc & Shnwn ut hoppers bco.rinc low- sulphcr co o.l used a s l"m oxporir.ien t 
before tho coaont plo.nt switched to oil . Evid ent l y tho cho.n['; covor was for 
ocoloc ic<:cl roo.sons . 

Tho l ine was c.bo.ncon ecl i n 1971. Wo rk coanonced i n tho spri nc o.nd continued 
through next wint0r . Truck ': tr<.nG~)orted tho r ails. Tho l o.s t r o. ils wore pulled 
up about thG tirn" o f the U:: i 021 Bri dco Cont enn i o. l Celebr o.t ion in Mccy ;972 . 
However , nobody no ticed . ot ic od tho sit e whore tho crews had bocun workinc o. 
year bo f or '1 was ·1roo.c'.y nooc1.- c rowri . The old i nt erchc.nco wi th the WM was <:clso 
rer.10vecl c. c wc s the Koyno.r a i di .1[; , no lone er needed . 

Acnes CC\I'.l O nlonc in Juno .:u1 c1. w.::c shod out the brid;;o over Little Pipe 
Creek and covoro.l culverts . Still nobody no ticed nd nobody c are~ . Tho end 
had coco for c. uni que line whose tine h d run out! 

Tho forcer Union BridGe trc.ck conn~ctod with o. bro.nchlino of tho PRR 
runni nc south froa York Pc. . throue h Hanover , Pa., nnd i n t o Fredrick , Mel. This 
l i no is also up for o.b o.ndonn ont. Prosont service ic once a wook . 

Boco.uso o f ay i ntens e i nt erest i n this br anch , nnd ny cc.dnoso over tho 
.:::bc.nc10Er1011t o f tho Uni o;i Bridc;o tro.ck which rr:n i n tho town v1hero I rosido , 
I boc - n in i ntei sivo public relations cm1pni i:;n to s.::.vo this r nilroc..d . This o.s 
r esult ed i n tho I~corport o.tion fuf tho York & Fred erick Ry , I nc., aycolf beinc 
n Soc ro to.ry/Vicc ProGic'.o!:t . By the tine this reo.chos publicat ion , York & 
Fr ederick wi l l either h d di ce'. out or will be ru:rni i:.c thuiG r;cction of thG 
r et ilroad , nea rly o.s i ntorostinG o. a t ho Union Bridc e trnck . I t nae buil t c. t 
3 clifforont tiuos by 3 diffcro!1t conpnni os ! If tho Y&F ·ot t <:c i:: s tho lino , I 
aay vc~turc to r; o.y thincs wi l l soon bo us i:;ood c.s they wore i n 1950. However , 
the Union Bridi:;o trnck is still co~o ••• 
(TN: Mo.r of tho Uni on B~i~co lino 2-ro on PrecoodinG paces) 
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