
ap-a-thy (aµ 'e - .th ~; ) f;. 1. l.K k o f feel lnq o r emoti on , 
2. Lack of interest in th i ngs generally found exc l r 
ti ng , interesti ng, ·x moving ; i n diff e rence~ [ Gree k: 
a. pd t hi.a, from · ~ )Jtl tlt·~ . w i tho u t- f eel i ng~ ] · · 



Suppose t~ey held an ~lection and nobody voted: r 

It wasntt quite that way , but almost. Eighteen people voted out 
of 132 members . Thatts around 15%. Even in the last national 

election more than 15% of the popula tion voted . Maybe only 15% 
of the membership cares. 

But it's not lecture~ yo u are looking for, if you even read this, 
it's the results. And here they are: 

Mark Solomon, President 
Doug Johnson, Secretary . 

These are the people you now can blame when your membership 
gets screwed up or when the HB j_s late . 

Both people are in the process of settling down into their new 
posts. Da le Madis on, having relinquished his role as president, 
secretary~ and vice president, has turned over his files to 
them. Dale will remain vice president, until his term expires 
next year. 

Election res1J.lts were compiled by Dale Madison and notarized , 
copies are ava:i.lable from him at the address on the back page . 

YOU HONDER WHY THE HB IS SO DULL? 

YOU 1VONDER WHY YOUR INTEREST ISN'T REPRESENTED? 

YOU WONDER WHY THERE'S LITTLE BUT REPORTS? 

WELL, DID YOU TP.KE THE TIME TO WRITE s mlJETHI NG LIVELY? 

DID YOU TAKE THE TIME TO WRITE ABOUT YOUR I NTEREST? 

IF EVERY LETTER OF COMPLAI NT OR WHATEVER WERE AN ARTICLE., 

THINJI OF WHA T HE COULD ci:AVE HERE. 



FRO~~ THt_ CAB Tl M VER MAND' E, .EDITOR 

.A.P::. ' .. :.'l:~--I 1::;,!.ess tha ·c 1 s ;dl1a t t :1is i s s u e is abo ut, S ure, we have 
new officers, a third Hotbox on time, who knows what el s e, but-

--Onl y 18 peop le voted for the new officers. While I'm 
sure they a re go od officers, do you suppose they feel confid~nt 
of a lot of s upport? 

--Only 5 people sent a~ticles and an offer of help. Thatts 
even worse than _ the election. At t h is rate, there will be 
approximately nothing i n the HB next t i CTe. But like we said, 
youtll get your sheet of toilet paper on time,, 

--A number of p eo ple have been h eard to compl ain about, 
variously, t h e l ack-ofmodeling articles, the l ack of p rototype 
articles, the l ac k of pr i nting quali t y , t~H l ~c ~c of who knows 
1,,iha t else. One of the bigges t comp l ainers refuses to wri te on 
the s ubject he t h inks we l acl-:" Neith '2 r have my c omp l aine rs about 
printing quality been quick to offer Rn ele0 t ric t y pewriter or 
offset machine " 

=~omeone wondered where all the money goe s, admitting that 
his publicationts paper and work is free c 

Does this type of b ehav i or r11ak e s e n se to you? If so, please 
let me k no-w how! To be quite b l unt, if y ou didn tt vo t e, you hPve 
NO business g riping about the offi~ e r8c If you don't -w rite a 
modeling, prototype, or whateve r ar t icl e , you have NO b us i nes s 
complaining t h at there aren~t a ny., If y o tJ. h aventt done re a son
able t h in.king about the pr i nting, you h a ve NO business c omp l ain
ing o I f y ou haven tt examined our costs, y ou have NO 1Jus ines s 
saying it1 s too much, 

If I sound i mpa tient, angry , d i s g u. s t ed, and put out with 
the b·ehavior of t he organizat icn at l a r q: c; , it ts b8cause I am, 
I, and I 'm s ure e a ch of the oth e r of f10 er s, have h ad their fill 
of silly comp l a i nts , s u c h as peop l e vJh o hnvent t p a i d their due s 
wondering why they dont t ge t a Hotbox, l o t a lone the normal. 
bull. If you aren't part of the so l ution , you 1 re part of the 
probl em, and if you don't get off your r ear, th~ re will be only 
problems ,, Remembe r the l ast year or so of ' TALffi "activity"7 It 
wasn 1 t 11 b ad officers 11 , it was 11 b ad i:nembers" who d i dn t t pay 
a ttention, d i dn't vote, didn't demand t h ei r moneyts worth, and 
so on a d i nfit um, ad nauseumo 

There ·is litt le else to say. The illness, c ure, and doctors 
a r e obvious. 

Ni ni-·ed i torial basic all y unrelated to the organization: 
· · ·r .-; · ~;r~ .. :~ ... "- I\ ~F ~~ ~~ 

Railfans are hereby advised that EMD has taken another 
g iant p,, r. step forward by m8.king r a il f'n ns unwe lcome on the 
propert yo Yo urs truly a nd a former secre tary vJ ere q uite r udely 
kicked out (almost literally) by the mm oolice, who mu s t s tud y 
at PCts snarl school~ . . 

I have a d r eama •• s omeday the Lehi gh Valleys, N&W's, 
and EMD' s will s ay 11Where are the r a ilfr ns ? \rJhy d on't the y 
help us? ·why dont t they supp ort us? 11 An d just maybe, the fans 
will have t -.., e guts to s ay, "We t d better k e ep off. o, it 1 s priva te 
property ••• we mi ght g et i n t he way." Ble ahl @ 



OFFICE CAR 1 MARK SOLOMON .. 
Well, I'm presidentt 
I'd like to thank all those peoole who voted. I'd like to 

thank you not because you vote.a for me; but rather that you took 
the time to vote a t all. 

I'd like to begin to elaborate on my electi nn plat~orm. 
First, the Hotbox: I'd like to scs s r-,me regul a r columns in the 
Hotbox. (So would I1 Ed..-) One would be a column about members' 
railroads. Put vour f e llow members on your morning local ci.nd take 
us on a trip of the road& It doesntt matter whether y our pike 
is completed, unde r construction, or still on the drawing board, 
let t h e rest of tho TA1·'!R lmow abo·..:;.t i "'.:: . AnoCJ.e~ coL::.J.'"Y'i.Yl ··;oD. ld be 
on prototype r ailrond s. Many of y oL~ h2.ve a fa'1o·rite system, and 
I'm sure the others would like to know ab out i t e A third column 
could be an 11 experiences 11 column.. You' ve been on f an trips or 
train chases, so give us that anecdote about the time in this 
yard, the time en that f an trip. We'd like to hear it. 

Next are re gions. I'd like to have some volunteers for 
regional leaders.It isn!t h ardc Wha t yo u would need to do 
would be to send a ne~s letter every mo~th or two. Regi onal 
meetings ar~ easy also; they could be held twice a yearo It 
could be one day or a weekend~ Have the guys over to your 

.house to run your pike. If it's under construction, have them 
help build it. I f yo u have a local r a ilroRd hotspot, in j our 
area or nearby , t ake them to itJ At le ast youtll be meeting 
fellow model railroaders and exchan~ing ideas. I can guarantbe 
you; everyone will have a good time ., . 

I will also say that if, by the n e. tional conventi on, I nave 
no volunteers for regional leaders, . I'll start drafting them. 

Well, I guess that's it. See you all in Dayton. 

CONVEN·TION 
At· this point, the TAMR part of the NMRA c onven ti on looks 

very hazy, indeed. Lone Eagle Payne says tha t housing was turned 
over to the hotels themselves by NMRA, rates went from $3-05 per 
person per night to $15. John Held is still try ing to arrange · 
somet ~ , ing for us. It is technically too l a te to get in cin things, 
but you might find yourself in l uck if y ou get moving now. 

The sq ua shing of Dayton plans has also blunted Chicago plans, 
but anyone· ·who is passing through the a r ea is invited , to contact 
Tim Vermande beforehand in an effort to ge t a few of us together 
for railfanning. However, please respect our time and lot Tim 
l{now as soon a s possible when you will be around, how you are 
traveling, and what sort of accomodation y ou want& Specifically, 
he needs to know how you are traveling , wh ci t time you might 
arrive and where, do you want to st ay at a hotel, camp in the 
back yard, or stay at a memberr s house in the B.reao What do 
you want to see, can you bring some slides? 

@) 



OF.FfCF CAf-1 2 
Dale Madison (who is now only the vice president, as it should be) 

Wet~e had an election a t long l8st. And two new peop l e have 
been elected. Doug and Mark are getting themselves adjusted to 
tbeir new posts and should be fully operational very shortly. 

And equally, a t long l ast, our rema ining bottleneck has been 
cleare d up. We tve got two new people who a re young enough to 
remain with the organization for some time and who maybe can g ive 
us the service we have needed. Most everybody else from the 
rgood ole days' is out of the picture and I guess I'm t he only 
one left, except for Tim. 

You begin to relfect on th i ngs every now and a gain. About a 
year ago there was serious doubt whe t her the organization could 
survive. But time has proven it could and dide The Hotbox is 
out on a regular basis and we arc on solid ground, financially 
and in membership. 

But I pe rsonally wonder wha t itts all for when only 18 
people vote in an election. Elections a ro sort of fun things , yru 
ge t to exorcise whatever (usunlly the only) opportunit y to say 
how you want things run. But somehow it didntt turn ou·t th2t 
way. 

I do congr atul ate those who d id votoo The ballots I d id 
receive c~mc really fast. One a~rived be~ore I had received 
my Hotbox. 

One . thing the election po ints out is t hat oven if you a rc 
a blinking idiot (no references or insinuations intend ed ), if · 
y our name is well known to the membersh ip, · you can get elected. 
So participating, writing articles, l ett e rs, putting in ads or 
what eve r not only pays off for the org8n ization but a lso for y ou. 
Not everybody will run for off ice, and e ven fewer will make it. 
But you have mo re influenc e in tho organ ization and gain more 
prestige when y ou involve yourse lf. Pre t ty soon all of the peop1m 
now r 1mning the TAMR will be too old and the b tJ.rd cn will be on 
other people. Plan ahead and make an in for yourselft 

BEN GT MUT EN. WHERE ARE YOU? ~ 
Therets been another change of address for Bengt Muten. The 
Swedish army has caught up with him at last and if y ou want to 
hetll be found _ut~ 

55 04 02 - 1451 
Bengt Mut en 
Kas M 
F 18, Flygvapnets SBdc rtBrnsskolor 
S - 146 00 Tull i nge 
Sweden @ 



PROTOTYPE : 

PHll_AOELPHIA TROLL IES PAUL MANTON 

What I would like to do is make a s eries out of this most 
intere sting system, f eaturing a co upl e of lines in each issue. 
Philadelphi a ~J.E< S so many trolley l ine s t hci t the re would be 
enough to write about for about t en issues, hopefullyc 

I c onside r my colleagues and myself, ns members of the 
Allegheny :Fke;i on) for tLmat o to b e 1ivj.ng so close to a "traction 
hDven", -trJ.hich is oxPctly what Phi l 8.d c l '.:)hia iso It i s one of tho 
few US ci ties the t s till ope rat e streetcars r e gu larly, and we have 
the highest c onc ,~ ntrat:'.. on of tro.i.l cy line s in the nations- totaling 
sixto onQ For compPrison purp oses B~st on opera tes 5 lines; Pitts
burgh) 3 line s; New Or l cans s··l lJ_ne ; Sl cvc l and, 2 line s9 El Paso, 
1 l i r_o ; o.nd San Francis c o ; 60 

rl'he PCC car domina t c s a11 c-.f Pe i. l ade lphia 1 s s tPeci::car routes, 
which arc operated by tho Southcas tel':n Pcnn sy1•.rania Tr ansportatim 
Author ity ( SBPr::'A ) c At l a st co1mt 1 Pb ilad o l phia ha cl a tot a l of 
312 ·00 f' l - - - • _,_ ' -1- ' , .,,, 0 t d d . +: • iu u- s running on i ~ s s~roo~s, mo s ~ i n ia1 r o goo con lu 1on 0 

SEPTA i s curr ent l y in the process of a ma s siv e strr:;et;;e.r· ovcrha tJ. l 
program, from which doz en of cur trol leys ha~o been outshoppcd 
sporting a c l ean, new paint schema of orange, t2n, and bl ue, quite 
impressive fer what were once- s:r-,~1bby c1ld ?CC7 s., Mar:y h 2vo b een 
completely re bu ilt wit!J. bett er tr·acVi. <Y:] ncit ,1r s and brc.ki~:g 
systems, s.s J:no.ny of Phi ladelpl1i 2t2 :l Jrtes :'.:ave s-i:: oop g :.i_, ad es a:1d 

- r ou-gh- c urvcs, and- that~ s murdo :e or; 2. ·i .::- a c1.:; d tI'0 1.1ey a t -r ;.1 sh hour~ 
Also b oing insto.lled in the c a :;'.' 3 afi~ 1:~luo r> c sc ·::rnt lighting , now 
vand a l -proof s oats, ar:d imp~cuod int c? ior de c or 0 ~t t h en appears 
that from all the money being spent on t h i s project; thRt SEPTA 
is planning to keep its trollios ar~una frr a wh11 ~ . 

The majorit y of US c i'.::l.oa i-:.x~ fi' .:: ~- _ e: 2 ~:t'·o1.} ·-y· l~ ncs a t one 
time or another, but with the invention of th0 bus $ most ru~ jor 
cities have been quick to do away with their st r eetcars in fPvor 
of this now, versatile, rubbor-tir0d c onvcy ~nc0 . Evid ence of 
the trolley's oxist Ance is still appPr0nt in m2ny cities. N0w 
York, for cxamlJl o , once had i::.n extcnsi vc s y stem, Hnd ii12.ny of 
their streets still have railsc At l ant i c Cit y , New J ersey, once 
had one of t hr:: larg est seaside troll ey s~·s t 3ms , n c'W they have one 
of the l ?rgnst seaside b us systemsG Even Phi l ade l phia, a t one 
ti~ ne, had many more 1 inc s th2n exist now 0 0nc Pxport se.y s that 
there wore once over 250 separ ate trol:oy l ines in the c ity and 
s uburbs 0 Hard to bel i eve, bu t true, for R 1948 edition of an old 
Ph ilad'" lr)hia Transport 2. tion Company map shm"s ove r 40 lines 
alone. 

'Why has Philadelphia ke p t so many of ~ts lines :in oper2tion? 
Is the trolley really obsolete? Well , in t ho first p l ace, I have 
always s a id tha t tho people who ran the transit authority over 
the years must have been thinldng ah.end, f or now wo have an 
energy crisis upon us and a s t ro otc 2r i s 8bout as pollut ion-free 

® 7 



PhiL .cL~ 1 3.:. ia Trollie s; MR' '-t'm, continued 

as one can get. Ano ther reason is that many of Philly~s streets, 
esp e cially a round center c~ ty, arc much too narrow for a bus to 
squeeze through, while a t~olley, even a big PCC, maneuvers wi t h 
case. So, if anyb ody s ay3 that tho t rol l ey is obso l ete or pRst 
its time , tell him to come ta Philly~ 

Before the time o f the PCC, Philade lphia ope rat ed j us t a bout 
every conceivabl e type of streetcar~ Thnrc wo re convertible cars, 
whi ch opened in tho sumn ,; r, work cr-i.rs , palace cars, ov e n such 
oddit i es as special fun0ra l ca rs and pres identia l c a rs . Of 
cours e, those type s of c a rs we re ope r a ted during t ho h eyday of 
tract ion, v.1hi ch can be s aid t o have b ee n i n the 1920 1 s. Fv cmtuc.lly 
new type s of' c n r s we r e de signed, -cr .d P:~i ladol Y:uia t :i:>~ ed them 
all ~ This b ring s us ~p to the mid-JQ!s, when the first FCC c ~rs 
were prod .wed c Philadelphia was s c c ond onl y to Wow Yo:rlr. City 
in acquiring the first Peers, and t hey w0re put into service on 
Route 53, the Wayne Avenue route, du e to the fact that thi s line 
has the sha rp e st c urve s and steepest g r a des in the city . 1·lli.:-'t 
better place to t e st these new l y- a cqu ired vehicles? Tho now 
cars performed quite l-J e ll on Rou to 53, and were soon pu t ii:. to 
se r vice on othe r route s as wc ll o 

Up to this po i nt> many l ines had s tub=typo ends, nnd p 1-; l c s 
have to be cha nged at each end of the linc 0 B0 c 2u se t~_e PCC 
c a rs had only one po l e ( s i ngle -ended ), they could not b0 r un on 
these rout es . Often, a route would end right smnck in t~e 
middle of the stree t, and it would not t.o possible to constr1J.Ct 
a turni ng l oop . So they were p~t into se rvice only on t ' ~osc 
ro utes a l read y equipped with t11 rning loops n t both ends, or on 
r out e s whe r e it would be po s sib l e to con s truc t such lo ops. Tho 
o l d er doub l e-e n ded trolli o s which fil l e d out the roster wcra 
ope rated on al l other routes. Then we t~c se ol der c ar s ~ ot too 
ol d to r un a n ymo ::.,e: , the y were e i the r s cr:-- ppe d or sold , 2.rl.0 t:1'.ln 
r outes we r e torn up and replaced by buses . 

We have ma ny existing routes which nt one time we r e much 
longer than they a r c today, but were c u t bnck due to e conomic 
reasons, l a ck of service, or just to ge t b uses rolling . One suGh 
r oute is Route 6, which r an be t ween Bro~d and Olney S ubway s t at ion 
and Willow Grove Amu sement Pa rk in the suburbs. I n the l at e 501 s 
the route was c u t b P.ck to its present l ength, termina ting 8.t 
Che lt enh am and Og ontz on the city line . The r ea son for the chan g e 
was tht=it thnre W8,s a new high school c; o ing up rJ. ght in the right
of-1oJ ay, Also, the PA Rte. 3 09 Expr c s s way wa s b e ing b ui 1 t, right 
in the pa t h of Route 6. So, when both of t hose projects wore 
compl e ted thn tracks we r e never put bP clr down 'Jecausc it would b e 
che2por to r un a bus the remaining d istance of the rout e . So 
now the r e's R. wut e 6 trolley wh i ch r uns to the city line, then 
you mnst trP.nsfnr to a Route 6 bus for the rest oft he run o 

I c o uld g o on abou t the trolli cs , but I will narrow mys e lf 
to the rout e s thems e l ves, just one o~ two in each i ssuea Thank 
you all for your time, a nd keep on tra ckin' 0 
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N SCALE AT-LR~~, STATlON 
If you aro building in ·_1 scale, I bet you will find lots of 

tricks to enhance your struc · ·~ ures 0 ·Most of these bu i ldings a rc of 
European prototype, but don ~ be afraid of buying them, for you can 
do smart surgeries that could boat in look any so-c alled Amer ica.n 
prototype structureG Here I have i n mind tho Altas Old-Time 
Station, Ho.2850o This two- s tory building with attached fr0ight 
shed can become the focal p oint of a lavout wi th ease. Its two 
stories arc quit e the thin~ to house a ~ ivision point sta ti r n 
and offic e s, with a nearby wa ter twocr P.nd handcar shed and r1. rot .. 
ting s:i. J.1.::'-ts scattered with MofH equipme nt or emp ti e s which have 
lost the ir way homa o 

~he first t h ing I modif i ed on my struct ure was the surfa c 2 
of the bottom story. Stock, it r oprn s ents stuc co , a mo teria : 
that woul dn 't l ast l ong on a northc Rstcrn prototype . So, I 
scrib ed soma file c 2rds a s f ollows: a c l oscly-scrjbod vertical 
panel to cover the building from the foundation up to one foot 
h i ghe r ths n the bottom of the window pane s, I t he n nddcd a 
one foot belt rail all around t~e building. To cover tho r e 
mo. indcr of tho walls, I le ave it up to your i maginati on. For 
inst ance, on the shod portion, I simulated the board~,2nd··ba -t tc ::-1 
by paintint:s the "st uc co 11 the color of th0 lower scribed p i:iric:l d r: d 
glued over this cardboard at regular spacing. l·fo.ilc on the st2 •''
tion port ion, I us cd individual '1 boards 11 to s imulB.t e sh i p l r:-1_, 
covering. You could .... try to simulate a covering of shingles, or 
perhaps, 11 n1od crn plyVJood n. The trick is to r: i vc t he fl r~v o r ye u 
want in the building, but to remain coherent with the s id i ns of 
the second story. 

Now, you arc on your own to rcs urfRce the roof with tar 
shingles (black construction paper), or cedar shingl es (creme 
colored paper like from grocery bags). 

Now the t you have done the surfaces of thb building , you 
will notice it will take on a whole new flavoro This is one of 
the things thP.t improves a model. ,\nothr'r would be to paint over 
those bright colors. In this kit, a boxcar red or maroon will 
make your model fit in a setting much more North American, And 
will set it a fow years back in timco 

To obtain more distinctive modols, there is a l ways kitbPshing. 
On tho station, all I did was to cut the freight shed from the 
station and set it about two scale f act from the station, a s if it 
we re a separa te building . I added two WA lls to cover the gap. 
Tho space betwerm the two is pr:rfcct to set Rssorted junk thnt 
most scale passengers won't notice vnry mucha 

Now, add s ssortcd posters and si p;n s on the walls, some 
weathering e.nd scatter a few boxes, jun1<9 and figures and y ou_ he.vc 
a structure th? t will r eally stand out and wontt tak e much o?fort t(§)ld. 
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I NSTAMATIC JEFf K~'UREK 

"intex-pcntsivc (-pentsive), ndg 0 Not expensive. 
-int ox-pent sivc-ly, adg, -int e :c-pent sive-ncss, n~ 11 

So says \Vebstcr the Dictiona;_-. ~ - Ma n. And an instamat ic 
camera is just that, inexpensive. And that, my friends, is why 
Mr. Kodak is so rich, and that is the r en son why so many of us 
own onco Now, of course, if y o u h ave a limitless budget or if 
you h a ve j ust won the Million Dolla r Lottery you can afford tho sG 
Nikons and Minoltas with adjustable shutter speeds, t e lephoto 
l fms es Dnd the like~ 

And if yo u had wingg you could f ly 0 

However, if y ou arc like J l c , you class yourself a nhumblo 
railfanll a nd lRck the funds to pay for s uch a camera a n d t h e g ut.s 
to face the wrath of your parents when you bring it homco Henc e . 
yo u havo to se t tle for loss. 

ZAPPO~ Some ingenious fellow came up with the Inst~':'l:c .i. -~ ·.:: o 
These little charms have a shutter of only 1/25 second--no g ood 
for railfa nning, unless the day is bright and the s ubj6 ct is 
still (then you C.AN tT screw up, but I've seen it done),, Unfort
unn tely, it is quite difficult to.get a train to stop and pose 
for you" Th.a instamatic camera is ns 11.s0ful as a sec ond nose :if 
a fast fr eight tickles your fancy, for it you try to t Rke thRt 
action photo y ou always wanted with j_t, you' 11 get a J o t of 

c..t ion., al l right., You t 1 also o t P. l o t of ombarr:=i.s sment wh en 
your g irlfriend secs it and youtll got a lot of bitching whc~ 
y our f athe r sccff.:tt 0 

nso whBt do I do? 11 you ask. Go panning young man, no, yo u · 
idiot, put thnt pan down, not panning for gold, pan photog r aphy o 
Now t h is is super-easy if you have h2lf the intelligence tha t 
you wore given bj,.. God. All it takes is the ab ility to s '.,,; _· __ -:g 
y our camera at the speed of the train. There is another form 
of tal{ing p ie t u res, I have no name for it, so I 111 c nll it c!fn 
photography. This is just standing as close to the tracks as y cu 
can and taking the picture when the train is at a respectable 
distance. This is, unfortunately, quite h2zardous around the 
mains, m~lti-tracko d ones in particular. So be sha rp guys , and 
don't let a tr a in slip up behind j ou 2 nd spread y ou around like 
grandma's home-made jamo 

Bridge photography is just thRt, taking pictures fr om a 
bridge above the m2in lineo The s~mo r ule for panning applies to 
this, follow t ho train with ~our ca60 ra. 

If anybody xnmrn any other techn iques for slow-shutter 
photography, please drop me a lctt r r~ Thanks. 
(111 ~qua Court, Royal Oak, Michi~an 48073) 

. '. 
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TR_''_CTIC'N TR".CK PL\ N MARK TO:MLONSON 
~his tra ck plan wa s de signed for : c ~ ple who wo uld like to 

try traction modeling with out sinking to::> much money into it, ~· .~ 

It's compact, and fairly easy to buildo 
Stop A is College Heights, an upper middle-class neighborhood 

overlooking thn town. Stop B is Ballpa ~~. During the week, it 
serve s its working-~cla ss neighborhood, b '..lt on week ends, sevf!ral 
specials, c ompl ete with banners and che er ing fans, arc rnn for 
the ba s eball game s. Downtown, with dep artment stores, is stop C, 
with its s afety i sland in the street. Stop D is Norwood, a new 
real estRtc d evelopment thr.t · the Traction Company is helping to 
promoteo Stor E i s the two-stall c2rb2rn, at the end of the line. 
The inne r tra ck , with its 32 r sc a le r adius ( 5"HO) is restricted 
to tlJ.e 3hor t r: s t wh ee lba se cars, whiln the 7!" curves on the r e st 
of t he syst em c an handle any single-truck trolley, and some of the 
sma l le r d ou~le -truck c ars~ 

John Orr· h fl. s cm exc e llent articl o :i_n the March 197.5 Model 
RQilraads r on hang i ng overhead wire. I'll not try to duplicate 
h.l8 .. ctli'orts hr;rc , but if you are even thinking of someday planning -· 
to p ut up cvnn o. sm2ll amount of ov r: rhcad, g0t a copy of itc-

.. Tho r c arc two good ways to s:Lmula te trr.ck in the streets. 
Ono i s t o mak e t he road itself of pl0stor, and use plastic brick 
shoot b et1r.J een tho rails. The othor is to pl 2. stcr right over th0 
r a ils, t hi::n Rs it gets stiff, cut a 1/16" flangeway with a piece 
of strip-w ood, a t the s8:me time cleaning the plaster from the top~ 
o.f t b.c r ai ls.. Unless you arc using sins l e-point track switches, 

--'"'--_.:w_oJ1.l.d._~ r e.c omm i;md -1 a-s t-e F-ing--b c-t-w e en - t her po irrt-s. 
As y ou l Ay t h e track, Sto p .B might have to be rearranged, 

depend i ng on h ow close the switch fits the 90 degree crossing. 
With the a dd iti on of the downtown loop, shown by the dashed line, 
a continuous-running trolley is possible. Also, since the loop 
involves bu i lding two switches, you ge t the chance to explore ·· 
another f a c e t of trnction ~odeling. 

Notice thRt none of the track parallels tho edge of the 
table. This is an old trick making the pike look larger. 

Rememb er the.t j_n traction, one car ma!rns a train. In HO, 
proiccs for a full train start at less t han $10, and the brass 
rar ely exc eeds $100~ · 

\ 

~ 

a more dct ni lod copy, with radii, sizes, nnd scaled is avnilable 
fr om the editor. 



Ra ilroads a r ound New Yo r k, L1. 0 s l ides, f ai_r, 1Uthough thi s s e t 
cove r s most of t he road s in my area nn~ 1~ s s eve r a l good shots 
t aken in mv second home town of So u t h ~rrboy , NJ, I h a ve g i ven 
this set a"lower rat i ng somewhat due t c its identic a l shots of 
NYC 999 on d isplny a nd sev e r a l rand om sho te , which, altho ugh 
fr equent l y : D.,-: ial, arc poo r ly composed_ '?he re a:re sornc rr..re 
shots, s uch P,s Cl~J :OR6 --4 ~· 2Cl and Fi'-'IJ tl- c B&CJ C f~_Ei tol Limit ed , 
a nd LV PAtso Th0 steam shots scat t e r :(! c. rou:'.1a7tiv'0' me· fh.e 
impres si on t:~ P t t'w set PJ2,s composed 2.n -':1:.c early 50\s: 

Loc omo t i vr: s 01.' Ycs tn:r•doy, 48 s lj_dcs , f cod 0 'I'h c-ugh tb0 e-ve ragc 
non-r a il anttus i Pst would judge this r ot quite low, I ~ ive it a 
g ood r at i ng from ap?rec i at i on o f t he 0:x:trcr~1cly o ld, thus r 8.rc , 
pa i nted an d tint e d ph otos converted 5.nto brir.~h~ transparcnc :1.c•s; 
Need l e ss t o s ay , th :y• .r e a ll steam r ~t ;1g ing fr om 0~4 - 0 to 4-2 -2. 
Roads c overed ar c~ NT-{ , Er ~.C 5 Ph i1ad olYJ_1 i8 &. Rc R.d ing, LV, CNJ, 
Bos t on & Albany , and a f ew otharso 

Di aseJ.s of the Snnta Fe, 50 , e xc e llcnt r This ct ranks hi~h in my 
s tand a r d s br:cnu.sc of its unique c omb:l'.n2.:: i on o f ne l'f .:: ctly c omposed, 
detaile d ~nd exposed switche rs, roAd, pAsscnger, and action 
sho t s,, The s hots :;.,ange from !'1T&SF·r s srn.:-1 .. Lc r· yard i:s oa ts t o the 
PATs El r od bonnots 2 Some of t :Sc c ;2 t 2.G Gi~SCG(',(Jry sho;g I've 
s ee n are includ e d and all the se combined make this one of the 
finest . ; .. lthou gh I don•t ye t hnvc i ts re l at i ve , Di ese ls of the 
UP , I hear its a l most nn equal ~ 

Di ese l do~onstrat ors , 48, good o Rar e uni ts and even rare r bu i lder t s 
p a i nt scheme s y,:; l1J s 2 .f ew r ea l g ood shots he lp tl-:is 11 i dc·-rang ing , 
v e ry compr ehensive though somewha t une v r;n set to a good rating . 
I gue ss I rea l ly shoul dnTt knock t his set since i t has many 
good po i nts , andy e xc ep t for a f ew misf i ts~ it wo 11 ld hP. v c a 
v e r y g ood r e, ting,. Build er s cove r ed 8.re Bc ldw in, FH, !1 l co, GE, 
and EJVID. Ra ilroad company paint schr:mc s a r c on mnn y of t he 
uni tso 

Echoes of s tenm in New Englo nd , 30, fail'c Thes e slid0s, t a l{cn 
durin g 1954- 57, wo•1.ld have boon bett or i f it had no t b een fo r 
the number of "s i l houette" shots ;ind mc:'r:: i nglc ss bo i l 0r shots of 
a l'ffi 2 -·8 - 2 \) Amorig the roa ds samp l ed 2r c CV , B&M , NH . 
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