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di; I'm the new editor of the HOTX. I'm taking over with
this issue, and I hope to contimie in this wosition for a while.

I'm sorry this issue is so late-~we ran into diffieulties in
changing editors, I'm afraid the next few issues will also be late--
there”s no point in my giving you a rosy nicture of the future when
I know there is just no way that the next issue will be on time.
You'll have to bear with Randy and me for the next couple of issues
until we get the 10TZ04{ back on the rails, we'll try our best to_
serve you better than you wers before, but these things take time,
In the meantime vou guys out there can helb out a lot by beinz pa-
tient and keepinz those preat. articles. comine in,

: If you wrote an article ard you don't find it in this issue,
don't worry. We couldn't publlsh all the articles I have in this
issue, but we'll eventually get around to all of them. Livery ar- -
ticle and letter is read and greatly apvreciated. Keep writing
those articles, 'cos we sure need themi What's that you say? "I
got thirty lousy plastic cars on the monstrosity downstairs, an' I-
got hardly any scenery. .hat do I know that everybody else don't? "

I aln"t‘nc‘ﬁack””ﬁrkfbfrIﬁIﬁTﬁé@tﬁﬁtﬁ? I can't write ro article.™
#ell, maybe you're not a really advanced modeller, batr et bet _
there are some interesting railroad facilities in your area, How B
bout that dandy little bridge over a dra1nane dltch that you saw
last summer? Or maybe you saw some interesting and umusval cars

last week that the other members of the. TAMR would like to hear a-
bout, Give it a tryi I' 11 bet there's many a worderful article out
there just waiting for you to write it down and serd it 1nl

A1l gripes, ads, and articles should be sent to me at this ad-
dress.
Doug Ihodes
10 Lobert Serv1ce Bay

Winnipeg 22, “anitoba o
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James fassett, President Offices: 803 Kipling Averme
1516-=32nd Avenue <4 N Houston, Texas 77006
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FrOM THs SoITOR'S :1ATL...

I'd like to take a little time to interject a few comments on
the contents of August's HOTOL if I might.

On trains in Lurope: I just returned from a two month's vacation
in fourteen European countries including the Soviet Union. I fourd that
the major factor in the success of the state owned railways is basically
the lack of politics and orivate ownership and law suit squabbles that
plazue American railways. These respective govermments have seen to it
that an efficient and cheap method of transportation be furnished to the
people because of the inability of other forms, narticularly airlines,
to compete on such a large inner c¢ ountry network, It is also true that
the pooulation does mot own a large rmumber of automobiles. The reasons
stated by :ir, Snyder are evident throughout the continent and especially
behimd the Iron Curtain; vet, because of this lack of drivers, the high-
way system is also second class to the train, Therefore, to take the
train is kind of an "only way out" for all,

3econdly, may I say that there is 0T a lack of diesels on isurope's
rails. The Dutch JState Railways, Finnish kailways (Vii), Swedish irailways
(3d), and approximately a half-dozen other assorted lines use diesel
power., It just depends on the availability of fuel oil, You may not be
surprised to learn that Iron Curtain countries depend quite heavily on
e - r're mainly coal burners:

Thirdly, I could go on forever about foreign railroads, but let
me add one final thought., I don't believe anyone can really make any
assumotions that American railroads or the persons that run them could
ever base any mode of omeration on what they're doing "over there",
we've gone too far with our Yankee ingemity, and our railway lines run
here and there in an urdefinable maze across our country. On the cther
hand, the Kuropeans spent time, then money to determine the need versus
the demand--of course, we did just the opoosite,

Erough of that, If nostalgia touches anyone as it does me, take
a vacation next summer to Southwestern Colorado and follow the Lio
Grande Southern line from Durango to kidgeway. There's a state highway
that follows the roadbed most of the way, and the sights and scenery
are plentiful, OK...go to Blanca, Colorado and follow the 3an Luis Val-
ley Southern line south to the Mew :iexico border--plenty to see also, if
you look hard emnough,

~ell, just two final comments--Thumbs down to that HOn3 diesel,
amd I hope to soon be writing a series on Sranchlines and their op-
erations,
ARTHUL 5.(BUCK) DBAJ
706 Alpha Drive
Tempe, Arizona 85281
Did you read the ad of

JIE HLLiNLI3 RGIAHNT? St. Louis-Santa Fe & Pacific i.H.
dere's crushing news: Passes issued: "The Sooner Line"
srite: {daus G. Grunert, Graeffstr.6, Jay Franklin, Pres,

5 soln-tEhrenfeld, West Germany : 2001 uest Randolph

Enid, Oklahoma 73701




WIRUPEAN RATLROADS «Jlaus G. Grunert
Cologne has gzot a subwayi

Well, not a real subway. Sut the trolleys are running subter-
raneously in part--which is called "under-pavement-trolley'(official
name: ). Ard, after five years of construction, the first part--a-
bout one mile long--was opened October 11, 1963,

The idea of building a subway in Cologne avveared in 1911. sut
there were nmumerous w»roblems, anl there was a lack of money, There’'s
still a lack of money, but the streets became more and more crowded,
and a subway more and more inevitable. “inally in 1965, the first
rammer drove the first girder into the grourd.

The first mart--from the famous cathedral of Cologne to ".rie-
sennlatz"--was extremely difficult, The tunnel had to go under parts
of the central railway station, the cathedral, and some other old
buildings (Cologne is full of old buildings and Koman relics). Hat-
urally, special care was taken while building under the cathedral,
T'he whole grourd had been sunported by cement to orevent the church
from sinking, After this overation, the contractors noticed with as-
tonishment that the cathedral had risen two millimetresi

sor five years the city of Cologne was but one builging-site.
At least in the centre of the city, this has stopped now. sut build-
ing goes on, The & V 3--"lolner Verkehrsbetriebe'"--has great plans,
In 1971 many more subway routes will be in operation,

when you have a look at the plan, it seems as if the new route
is longer than the old one. Yes, it is, But actually, the time for
a trip has been shortened. 3efore, during rush hours, the trolley
could only creep up the streets., ow, on the new route, the train
runs undisturbed not only on the subway-route, but in the park too.

In the morning of October 11, busses took over the trolley o-
peration, because the last piece of track, where the route enters
the park, had to be relaid, A great number of ¥ of W cars gathered
at this point to make sure that operation on the new route could
start punctually at 1:30 P.M. During this time, a great mumber of
honored guests had gathered in the station at the cathedral., Some
speeches were delivered, and then the traffic minister whistled with
a golden whistle, and the first train entered the station at 12:00.
The Cologners anplauded when it appeared at Friesen platz.

when the stations were opened to the public at 1:30 P.d., a
great crowd floated into the first trains, Everybody tried to take
a trip on the "first subway".

The { V 3 is a most modern company. All trollevs are four truck,
divided into three pliable sections, so that they take all curves
with ease, All units are operated by one man. The tickets must be
bought at local offices. The trains are equipped with "self-cancellers”,
You must push your ticket in there, and the machine stamps something
on it to show that it has been”cancelled".
&

b N



A big ceremony for a small event, you say? Maybe you are right.
dut Cologne is a village--a village with 800,000 inhabitants. And

villagers like such events,
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ONE AND ONE IS ONE srad i, Squires

The reason I entitled this article "Jne amd One is One" is that
it is true., At least when you take two short cars and do a 1little
fitting and filing to make one lonz one. In my case, I had two atlas
.+ scale bulkhead cars, and one set of trucks. 30, instead of mum-
bling urnder my breath at my little sister for her meddling (which
resulted in the destruction of one end and both trucks of a bulkhead
car) I decided to diz out old copies of :rodel hailroader ard see if
there was anything on making "big ones out of little ones". There
was, In the July 1964 issue there was an article which described the
making of a 72 foot circus stock car from two athearn stock cars.

So, with the two cars in hamd, I walked off to my workshop(also
known as a bedroom) and sevarated one car at the spot where the side
frame begins to angle up to the end of the car. This cutting should
be done with a razor saw. I should mention that you should take all
the parts off the car before cutting, and remove the steel weizht in
the centre of the car too., Cut one emd of the car on the brake-wheel-
end side of the crossbeam, and the other erd of the other car on the
oprosite side, so that the resulting car has one crossbeam in the
centre, instead of two side by side. :

After fitting the cars together "dry" (without cement) to check
the fit, cement the two halves together, ant place the cemented halves
face dowm (the end walls having been removed ), .lake sure the surface
you are working on is very flat, or your finished car vill have a
bend where you don't want one. By cementing one steel weight in the
centre, over the splice, you can almost be assured of a strong, level
car,

After letting the car sit for fifteen mimutes to half an hour,
you can add the floor to the car. Cut the small pegs on the underside
of the floor from one half of it, Then scribe a line down the "board"
in the floor nearest the end vhere the floor angles towards the erd.
after breaking the floor along the scribe line, place it dry on the
car, with the remaining vnegs in their corresvonding holes., Place the
secord floor on the first and look from the side to find where the
second floor should be scribed and broken to fit on the car to form
one long floor, It is not necessary to cement the two floors together,
but do cement them to the car body, After this is dry, assemble the
remaining parts, making sure you have one end with a brake wheel, and
one end without,

Replace the trucks, and there you have it, a 51 foot bulkhead
car. If you model in ¥ scale as I do, I wouldn't suggest running this
car around anything sharper than a nine inch radius curve. This same
car can be made in HO, using Athearn cars and varts.
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Why not drop into your favorite hobby shopesseessss JODAYL
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RATIROADING IN MY TOWN Robert Ansell

In St, John, idew Srunswick (for you people who are a little
vague on its location, it is in eastern Canada, about 500 miles
east of Montreal; north of the state of Maine). Saint John, with
a population of 100,000, is a large winter port served by two rail-
roads: Canadian fational (which was the largest railroad in -orth
America until the Pennsy-iiC merger), and Canadian Pacific. fven
though the railroads still play a large part in the economy of the
city, both railroads are slowly phasing out their operations. There
is little passenger service, CP has but one passenger train a day,
out of uUnion Station, which goes to tlonteal each night at nine P.M.
lead by two ¥9's, and the only reason that this train still runs is
that it is forced to by the Canadian govermment, Canadian ‘ational
has two Dayliners heading for Moncton 100 miles away each day, from
where you can get passenger trains to Montreal or Halifax,

Freight plays a major role in the Ci and CP operations in this
city, In the way of diesels, new equipment is a rare sight. In the
winter you may see GP-35's or Alco Century 424's rolling in from
woncton, which is the hub of railway onerations of Cil in the Maritimes,
tew Canadian Pacific equipment is never seen. The newest locos you
will possibly see are Alcos built by Montreal Locomotive .orks a-
rourd 1961, In the local yards, CiJ ard CP use R3-1;s and newer alco
Produets.Jorthe-fraight runs to-dontreal, Lis3's are common, and
again it is not rare to see newer Alcos or even Fairbanks Morse
Trainmasters pulling the freight. On the branchline by my house FA's
are used, amd other alcos are mot rare, Containerization is fimally
becoming common at this port, and at the same time the railroads are
equipping themselves to meet this problem. sow, on passing freights,
containerization-cars are abundant on both roads. In winter, which
is the busiest time for the railways here, leased diesels are quite
common in outgoing freight and wheat trains, iew freight equipment
is seen every day, but Saint John railroad service is still shrinking.

The work shops at the CH yard in Saint John have been phased
out, and all repairs are now made in iioncton. The roundhouse, a
massive bullding which once housed the steam and later the diesel
engines, is now used as a bus garage. Only one stall is still used
for the railway, This usually houses an ES-1 for the night, The
turntable, though still oneratiomal, seems to be weakened and rusted
by its long stremuous work over the years, The yard is now relatively
quiet, and CN has only eight engines working in the city. On the o~
ther side of the city, the CP yard is also guiet. The CP roundhouse
is due for demolition-~five stalls are still used as repair shops.,
CP has ten engines in the area in the off-season, Canadian Pacific
is building a new passenger station and yard on the outskirts of the
city, as the old Union Station is being torn down to make way for a
new highway. 1 hope this gives you an idea of railway operations in
my town.
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MORAVIAY STATE RATILAAYS LIIXING THE FREE #WEST WITH THE
announces the inauguration COrMUNIST BIOC, SERVICE TO

of exnress service in June, EVERYWHERE, HORAVIAN STATE RIWYS.
SERVICE TO B &% W GERMANY JOH# E,3WYDER, LE4ISTOLH, PA.

Jis-Lewistown, Pa. 17044 "



MANUAL TURNOUT CONTROL Kobert S3treger

This method of turnout control is easy to build, inexpensive,
and reliable, Althoush this article does not include directions for
adding contacts for signals, these could easily be added. sSince this
system can be built from the drawings alone, I won't go into great
detail on how to build it,

The materials needed for this system are: 3/32 inch J.J. brass
tubing, 1/16 inch piano wire, 1/4 inch soft pine at least 4 5/8 inch-
es wide by your required length (to figure this length, see below),

1 x 4 nine at least ten inches long, five pound test fishing line,
ard one spring per turnout (a good source of springs is old ball-
point pens),

The control panel comes first, The panel is made of the 1/4
inch pine, and should measure 4 5/8 inches by your required width.
To figure your width, do the following: for onme slot you need a
piece three inches wide; for each additional slot, add 3/4 inch,

tow cut a slot 1 3/4 inches from the left side, that is 1 1/4
inches from the top and one inch from the bottom. The slot should
be 1/4 inck wide and 2 3/8 inches long. -iden it to 1/2 inch for
3/4 inch up from the bottom, Refer to Figure 1 to see what it should
look like, The next slot should be cut 1/% inch to-the risht of the
compvleted slot, azain seeing Figure 1 for positionine. After you have
cut your slots, sand the panel to whatever smoothness yon desire. iow
procede to the next stewv.

The next thing you need to do is cut the end braces. This is
easily done by following figure 2, Draw a line that divides the 1 x 4
lengthwise, and find the midpoint of this line. Jow measure 1 7/8
inches from this line along the edge of the board and mark this line,
tow draw a line from this point through the midvoint and across the
board, ard cut along this line, 3y following figure 2, your panel
will have a 45 degree tilt to it. I have fourd that this is a good
position, but if you want a different tilt, you will have to figure
it differently. 4 1/4 inch hole should be drilled in the indicated
position,

dext operation is the making of the levers; these, like the
panel, are made from the 1/4 inch »ine, fach lever is to be six
inches long and 3/4 inch wide, Sand the levers to the desired smooth-
ness. Then see if they slide freely in their slots. See figure three
for what the levers should look like., If you like, you could round
off the top end of the lever.

ow to assemble the control unit. First push a small nail or
brad into the edge of the control lover 1 1/2 inches above the hols;
this is to tie the control line to. dext slide the levers onto the
1/4 inch dovel, with the brads on the same side. Then slide the two
erd braces on the ends, and slide the panel down onto the braces
with the levers running through the slots, The widest part of the-
slot  should be on the bottom, See figure 4 for finished view, The
panel can be either nailed or glued to the braces, If you glue (and
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gluing is the best), use a plastic resin glue.

%ow to make the other end of the system. fou can use any kind
of scrap wood, as long as it is at least 1/2 inch thick. The length
should be about one inch, and the width also one inch, ifirst you cut
a groove in the block that is deen emough that the 3/32 iph brass
tubing will fit flush in it. ifter the groove is cut, glue a piece
of the brass tubing 1 1/2 inches long into it, and set it aside to
dry. fou'll probably get by with using just one of these to a turn-
out, but L strongly reccomend that you use two per turnout. row,
while the blocks are drying, cut the pilano wire into five inch lengths
(one per turnout) and into three inch lenzths (one per turmout) and
cut some of the brass tubing into 1/8 inch lengths (two ver turnout)
and 3/8 inch lengths (one per turnout).

dext solder the 3/8 inch long brass tubing to one eml of the
five inch long piano wire, making sure that the tubing is perpen-
dicular to the wire, ‘hen the glue on the blocks has dried, you
can begin to assemble the pull assembly. Take the wire with the
tubing soldered to it, slide the spring on it, the one block, then
the two pieces of 1/8 inch long tubing, and then amother block. Af-
ter you have all these on the wire, bend a loop on the erd., See fig-
ure 5 for assembled view; this drawing also shows it in position un-
der the tablework.

To install this assembly, drill a hole urder the points at the
tie-bar. Solder the three inch piano wire to the points, so that it
protrudes under the tablework, #zain see Figure 5., 3e sure the hole
is large enougzh that the points will swing enouzh to make good con-
tact with the stock rails, Asain make sure that the wire is perpen-
dicular to the piece it joins, namely the points, The next thing to
do is to mount the pull mechanism, [t is to be mounted urder the ta-
blework and glued into position with plastic resin glue. You must
hold it in place until the glue has set well enough to hold itself,
The mechanism is put into place like this: put the glue on the op~
posite side of the tubing, slide the mechanism onto the wire from
the points (the wire running through the end tube), The soring should
have a little pressure on the points when the block azainst the
spring is in position. There should be at least one inch between the
two blocks, The mechanism should be perpendicular to the track.

[he control panel is next, tount it in a convenient place on or
near your main control vanel. The control panel should be mounted
with either resin glue or with screws, I reccomend the screws, so if
you ever want to move it, you can. Tie one end of the fishing line
to the nail on the lever, kun this line to the pull mechanism, ard
tie the end to the loov, Leave very little or no slack in the line,
but make sure that it is not so tight that it pulls the points out
of position, For running the line around corners or other obstacles,
use screw eyes., See Figure 6 for what one looks like. If you have to
run through a solid board, or some other obstacle that you can't go
arourd, use brass tubing for a tunnel guide.

3ack to pull mechanism. Solder the tubing next to the spring—
block to the piano wire, Slide the other piece against the oppos;te
block, sow pull the piano wire until the points are in the opposite

e



position and are held firmly against the stock rail, #hile holding
it in this position, solder the loose piece of tubing to the piano
wire, Let go of the wire, amd the points should snap back to their
original position, Pull, and they should be milled firmly against
the other rail, If this doesn't happen, you'll have to solder these
two pieces over again, using the same orocedure, After this is work-
ing alright, try it with the lever.

The levers should have enough pull for the average H0 turnout,
For other guages, the nail in the lever may have to be raised or
lowered to adjust the throw; lower for less, higher for more,

Tomrrworlk
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THE TRUTH ABOUT PASSE:GeR TRAINS Doug ocher

Those of you who still think that the American passenger train
is either dead or dying are in for a big shock, This is simply not
true...for the benefit of those of you who haven't been following
the scene very carefully, here is what has havopened:

You'll recall that up to 1968 the Interstate Commerce Commis-~
sion had been allowing the discontimuance of trains left and right--
hardly a week passed without the demise of some train., anyway, in
the early part of 1968 an ICC examiner named John S, -iesser pro-
posed the following with reference to the passenger train:

1. deep air conditioning and coach facilities in good cordition.
2, kun vassenger trains at least as fast as freight trains,

3. .iake suge long distance trains have sleeping cars and diners,
4, Keep freight cars out of passenger trains.

These are the main points of lir. ‘lesser's proposals, which,
if accested, would revolutionize trains. 411 of this struck the rest
of the ICC people as sound thinking on the part of -ir, esser; all
of a sudden the rash of train discontimances began slowing down
more and more until they are now comparatively rare occurrences, The
ICC has let the railroads take off just about all the trains they
are going to get to remove; the ICC just isn't willing to remove any
more trains until thorough investigations by Congress have been made,

Elsewhere, Canadian fationmal reports enormous increases in its
passenger revermes, thanks to mew thinking. 4s onc person said to me
recently, "CiJ is running its trains like airlines run their planes,"
And in the United States, Seaboard Coast Line reports gratifying in~
creases in its passenger revemues, 3CL is starting their new passen-
ger program later than has Ciu, but it is certainly good to know that
SCL realizes that money can indeed be made on passenger trains.

And that is exactly what most peonle don't realize.,.trains
which are run properly can and do make wmoney today. SCL and Ci aren't
the only ones who make money on passenger runs; there are others, The
trouble with most of us is that we hear too much from the railroads
who simply don't want passengers, such as Southern Pacific and lor-
folk and western. Illinois Central is another road that is out to
bring in passengers. True, it has trimmed its passenger fleet, but
this is perfectly acceptable in accordance with IC's program. C & o/
B & 0 and Great ibrthern are another pair of roads working to get
passengers, and what about good old Santa Fe, Union Pacific, and
Burlington?

People have just got to stop judging passenger train problems
by moaning over the trains that are gone such as the "Chief"”, "20th
Century Limited", and "Phoebe Snow"., If you take the time to look
arourd, ridé the trains, and read, you'll firnd that the American pas-
senger train is just about as far from being dead as it can get. Our
fgngested highways ard airways spell out a bright future for rail
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Get out of your rut! Find out what's happening! Don't just talk
about trains, but RIDE them. If you want to make sure that you are
kept up on current developments with the passenger train, I'd sug-
gest obtaining either a Regular ($5.00) or general (only $1.00) mem-
bership in the National Association of Railroad Passengers, This large
organization has been working through Congress for the passenger train
and has been instrumental in influencing ICC decisions. Your help by
joining NARP could go a long way. If you're interested in finding out
what's really going on with the passenger train, and if you don't
want to get things second hand from trade magazines or from unin-
formed and uninterested friends, send your dues to:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RATIROAD PASSENGERS
333 North Michigan Avemue
Chicago, Illinois 60601

No, the purpose of this article hasn't been to plug NARP, but
just to get rid of some of this outdated, stagnant thinking that so
many have about the passenger train,
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAILWAY
Bremner Division
We enjoy trading
Passes (we are temporarily out, but will put you on mail list)
Stock certificates 1 (ours for yours)
Stock certificates 5 (Gon. load)
Stock certificates 10 (HO gon.)
Scratchbuilt box cars
Plastic kit box cars

President--Stan Ma jor Vice-Pres.--Paul Major  Gen., Mgr.~-Wally Major

Box 44
New Sarepta
Alberta, Canada
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ARE YOU..................GUILTY? Do you run a two-sided snowplow on
double track and pretend you're clearing snow? Real railroads have
special plows which push the snow to one side only for operation on
double track, since a two-sided plow would only load snow onto the
other track. An interesting comversion job would be to change a com-
mercial wing snowplow to single~direction plowing,
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REVENUE STEAM, 1968 ' . ' James A. Smith, Jr,

Less than a year ago, three saddletank steam locomotives were
working daily in the hills west of Wilkes-Barre, Numbers 4, 8, and
9, 0-4-0T types, were the only steam left in the anthracite region
of Pennsylvania, They hauled their loads of black diamonds from
Wanamie No. 19 mine, one of the Glen-Alden coal company, along 18,000
feet of 36 inch gauge track to Wanamie No. 18 mine for loading into
standard guage hoppers of the Jersey Central,

The three steamers are the only ones left of an original seven
built by the Vulcan Locomotive Works in Wilkes-Barre. One of the se-
ven, No. 28, was sold to Jay Wolfson of the Vermont Railway and is
on display at the Pine Creek steam railroad in Allare, N.J.

The steamers were rebuilt and fitted with new boilers before the
Vulecan plant closed down. Although No, 4's boiler is dated May, 1948,
nobody seems to know when the saddletanks were built., The very small
drivered locos have no fuel bunker, Before leaving for the run, the
engineer would simply throw in a few chunks of hard coal. Water would
be taken at the other erd of the run,

Wanamie No., 19 had two slopes, and cars were lowered down these
by means of winches, When they reached the bottom, the cable was at-
tached to the first of four loaded cars and hauled to the top. Here
the cars rolled over a hump, and would then coast to a stop behind a
string of other loads, :

The loco on a drag would usually take 36 cars on a trip back to
Wanamie, The train would chuff down toward Wanamie, cross Main Street,
ard head into the colliery. The engine would hlghba]_'l. in at speed, cut
off from the cars on the fly, and scoot into the engine track, The
loaded cars would roll by and descend a curve to the dumper.

At the dumper the cars rolled to a stop, were hoisted from the
rear, ard their loads poured out the front, much like a dump truck in
reverse. The cars then rolled by gravity to a chain belt where they
were lifted By cog to the empty track. Coal from Wanamie No. 18 was
hauled out from the mine in similar fashion and rolled to the dumper,
The coal that was dumped was hauled by comnveyer belt and dumped into
standard guage hoppers. The loads were then hauled to the Huber Col-
liery in Ashley for cleaning and processing.

At one time a tipple stood at Wanamie and produced 3500 tons of
of cleaned and graded coal a day. But it has since been razed.

Today, things have changed at Wanamie. The little coal cars still
haul coal from Wanamie No., 18 for transportation to Ashley. But in the
summer of 1967, the trackage between Wanamie No, 18 and Wanamie MNo. 19
was torn up. The coal mined at Wanamie No. 19 is now hauled out by
truck only, The track at Wanamie remains intact, but only one steamer,
No. 8, remains fired, She stands on the engine track, quietly steaming,
ard sees occasional use hauling scrap ard lumber around the colliery,
As of February 22, 1968, Mo, 4 and No, 9 were up for sale, while No. 8
would probably remain in operation at least until the summer, when
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A NEW WAY TO BUILD A CONIROL PANEL Marion Mills

Everybody knows how to build a conventional control panel, but
I tried a new way. My first control panel left much to be desired, so
one day I wémgted it on impulse and started a new one, My first panel
was small, poorly constructed, ugly, and unsturdy, and it took the fun
out of operating my railroad,

First of all, I decided to make my panel on a low slant with suf-
ficient leg room underneath, and so it could be reached easily stand-
ing up. The urderside is 23 inches off the ground. Mine measures 22 1/2
inches by 11 1/4 inches, but of course you should build yours to meet
your own nceds. The sides of the panel are made from 3/4 inch plywood.
They are 10 1/2 inches long, five inches high at the top, ard one inch
high at the bittom. Line them up on a board, and cut a slanted line
across, to make two identical pieces as in Figure 1. Sand the edges
well, and paint the boards gloss black., Two or three coats are suf-
ficient. While they are drying, start on the top. Make it out of ply-
wood or Masonite. I made mine 1/4 inch thick to make it extremely
strong. Sand the surfaces well (if you use plywood) and give it three
to four coats of the same gloss black paint. Steel wodl the surface
after all but the last coat,

Now lay out your track plan on a piece of paper. I made mine to
a scale of two inches to the foot, If you have a large railroad, make
the scale smaller, When you are satisfied with your sketch, tape it
on to the right position on your panel. Go over the plan with a ball-
point pen. Bear down hard enough to make an impression in the surface,
but use restraint here and take it easy. When you have the impression
of the plan on the board, just barely visible on the surface, go on
to the next step. Bore holes at the places where you will want toggles
and other switches, and smooth their edges.

Now purchase some small brass nails. Better hardware stores usu-
ally stock these, but they are very uncommon, and sometimes hard to
find, My nails are 5/8 inch sixteen guage brass-plated”lino nails”
made by Atlas Tack Corp., Fairhaven Mass. Be sure they have well shaped
rourd heads, If you can firnd shorter nails, use them. I have sixty
feet of track, and it took about 250 tacks for the job.

What "job" am I talking about? Instead of painting or taping
stripes on the panel to irdicate the track, I drove the tacks into
the board 1/8 inch apart., I drove them on the indentations scribed
on the board by the ball point pen. To indicate gaps in the track I
left a space between the tacks of about 1/2 inch. To irdicate my 12
inch turntable, I used the rim from a two inch transistor radio speak-
er. However, the same effect could be produced using brass wire, If
your tacks are too long, nip off the ends near the surface on the un-
derside. If you want to be sure of getting the nails the same distance
apart, use a gear or wheel with the proper tooth spacing and run it
along the impression in the surface before you start to drive the
tacks.

In the three inch space above the top line of the track plan, 1
mounted ten pushbuttons for controlling my turnouts. To one side of



the plan, in a2 five inch by eleven inch space, I mounted rotaries,
pushbuttons, and toggles for control of my engine termenal.

Next, install the sides of the panel at the desired location
on your railroad, using glue, nails, and angle brackets. Put several
supports between them to strengthen the structure. Then put the sur-
face board on. Glue and nail it to the edges of the sides, ard on the
front, nail a piece of 1/8 inch plywood one inch wide and the length
of the panel to the sides, on the front edge. See figure 2., If neces-
sary, touch up the paint job. Install the toggles amd other switches.

Now, clean your track, and put your brass locomotive on the rails,

Don your engineer's cap, and take a run arourd to see if you enjoy op-
.erating your new panel as much as I do.mine.
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REPORT FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT Doug Kocher

First of all, on behalf of the executive staff of the TAMR,
let me earnestly apologize for the delayed issues of the TAMR HOT-
BOX since the 1968 elections held in September. Between then amd
now, the HOTBOX has been going through difficult transition stages
whereby the TAMR seeks to improve the quality of the publication,
as befits this organization. Other changes will be made in the HOT-
BOX as time progresses, but we do interd to provide you, the mem-
ber, with the fullest advantages of TAMR membership through the
HOTBOX. We strongly encourage you to write articles for the HOTBOX;
it is not hard to do and can be a lot of fun, especially when your
article is printed and others receive the benefit of your knowledge.
PLEASE write articles for the HOTBOX and help your organization grow.,

TAMR has a representative to the National Model Railroad asso-
ciation for the first time in its history. Our representative is Mr,
Paul Shimada, a well-known MMRA official who has served that organ-.
ization well, We are looking forward to the help he will be giving
TAMR as representative and as a TAMR Associate Member. Mr, Shimada's
appointment was occasioncd both by the growing size of TAMR ard by
the MMRA's official redognition of TAMR,

The 1969 Directory is already in the works, and should be a
great success. Until then, the membership listings provided by the
secretary will have to do. The 1969 Directory will be offset printed
with a photographic cover, and will be your standard of membership
reference for the next year.

TAMR has been getting loads of publicity. Did you see the large
article in the November 1968 issue of Boy's Life? We'll also be re-
ceiving a feature in Model Railroader as well as plugs by the INMEA,
Have you been seeing TAMR's ads in the'BReader's Exchange" of Model
Rajilroader? They've been running contimally for over a year now,
and will keep rumning. They've been very successful, and have gotten
TAMR many new members.

That's it for noW.e.ess.s.keep those articles coming in!
ke sk ke ok i sk e ok o sk sk ks ok sfe ok ok ok k okl

COIORADO RATLROAD MUSEUM - Lloyd Neal

The Colorado Railroad Museum at Golden is a place you should
definitely visit if you are in Colorado for a vacation., The museum
now has seven steam locos, one "Galloping Goose", several freight
and passenger cars, and an extensive collection of maps, passes,
papers, and equipment on display. The mountains to the rear of the
museum make a good background for photos., Inside, they have a sta-
tion operator's and agent's wirndow that is interesting, and makes a
good photo. The gift shop has a large collection of books, slides,
postcards, etc. The only thing I didn't like about the museum was
that I didn't have enough time to see everything. The museum is con=-
stantly adding new displays and equipment to their collection.

The museum publishes a paper called the IRON HORSE NEWS every
two months (do not confuse this with the E & H IRON HORSE published
by £ & H Model Hobbies).The "News" is available free. Just serd six
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‘self-addressed stamped envelopes (43" x 9") to:

Iron Horse News
Box 641
Golden, Colorado 80401
Any rumors you may have heard about the museum moving are com- :
pletely false. The museum is staying where it is ard it will not di-
vide its collection with a new "Colorado Railroad Museum”.

The museum is being changed from private ownership to ownership
by a non-profit organization to insure its contimation.

e ok o o sk s ok e 3 3k 3 sk ok sl ok o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

THE BUILDER'S COMPENDIUM: A REVIEW Paul Poletti
Published by: Harold T. Smith, Cossayuna, New York 12823

There is really no better way to describe this book than by
using the phrase the publisher himself uses: "The great where-to-
find-it book for HO modelers". Really this is not a book at all,
but a giant catalogue listing the products of over sixty well-
known mamifacturers in the HO field.

The comperdium consists of a 10" x 12" binder, heavy card in-
déxed dividers, and the pages. The Comperdium comes unassembled, ard
you have to put it together the way you want, as far as indexing
goes, The pages are made so that they are only 54" x 84"--about
one third the usual page sizz. They're made this way for easy in-
dexing, The way that this works is that the pages have slots punched
in the sides, and each page has enough holes to fit ten of the nine-
teen rings in the binder. When you put these in the binder, you make
sure that each page is one ring below the preceding one. By doing
it this way, the bottom half inch of the page is exposed., The pro-
duct and manufacturer are listed along the bottom of the page. Thus,
all you have to do to find the product you want is turn to the right
section, look down along the page bottoms until you find what you
want, and turn to that page.

On each page, there are usually two products, one on each side.
The information given includes such things as minimum radius (for cars
and locos), couplers, trucks, finish, materials, dimensions (for
structures), and much more of the info you need to see if a product
will fit your layout.

Besides the Compendium itself, you also get suppliments for one
year after you subscribe. These suppliments come out when a new pro-
duct is to be listed, or when a change in the old listing must be made.
One advantage is that mamfacturers often issue dlscount certlflcates
for their products.

All in all, this as a real good catalogue, and every serious mo-
deler in HO should have one. And for you traction fans, juice IS in-
cluded. Prices are: Brass Hat(plastic Binder)-$6.50; Tycoon (hard
cover )=37.50. Price for suppliments after the first year is $3.50 per
year, 19



. BEWCHLWORK BUILT FOR THUHPﬁ\?G JOHN BECK

In the course of building our empire, we fourd that some types
of benchwork will stand thumping (the Keeling method to those of
you on the west coast) and some will not take it over a lonz veriod
of time, after experimenting, we found that a variation of the new
L girder framing and the time~honored grid construction would form
very strong tablework. This type of construction takes the best fea-
tures from both methods, and has some unique advantages of its own.
I'1]1 point these out as we go along.

After building a small test section, amd thumping and bashing
it up for a while, we found that the weakest points were the joists.
These have great strength vertically, but not nearly so much hori-
zontally., The grid method, with its strong side and facing boards,
did not have this problem, but it also lacked strength unless very
heavy framing was used., By now it should be clear how we combined
the two for optimum strength; simply put a solid board behind the
tasonite facing. Now you have an old-fashioned grid sitting on top
of a strong L girder frame. You don't have that problem of legs at
the edge of the table, but you have a very strong frame resting on
the L girders. This benchwork will last forever, if constructed with
screws, That board cannot be placed behind the lMasonite where you
have a curve in the edge of the benchwork, but great strength is
rarely needed at these points. As for the Masonite facing, it will
be much stronger than usual, because it now has a 1 x 4 backing, If
you put this at the lower edge of the ilasonite, the Masonite will
not get pushed in or crushed. If you like to run your wires along
the front of the tables where they are more easily maintained, then
this gives you something concrete to work with. (The author is merely
saying that this method of building benchwork is the strongest he has.
found; he does not contend that it would be the easiest to build, nor
the best for access. If great strength is important to you, you may
find his method suitable, but if ease of construction and access is
your aim, more than sheer strength, standard L girder construction
is reccomended—ED,)

On the inside of operating openings, I omit the Masonite and
use Jast thé 1 x 4. This brings the scenery down to an unrealistically
straight edge, but it also keeps the scenery from being smashed by
careless operators leaning on the wrong places.

If you have ever operated a railroad requiring that you duck
to enter, you know what a bother this is, If the duck-under is un-
avoidable, you can make it more tolerable by the addition of hard-
holds. These could be mere blocks of wood, but would it not be more
railroadlike to use real railway grabirons? These would be really
tough to get, but if you can locate a supply, all you would have to
do is bolt them up with some good heavy carriage bolts. Try to finmd
a well-braced area so that you will avoid cracked scenery. It would
be wise to brace the area well, since some people will pull their
whole weight up with them.

With this benchﬁofk,Aydu are flexible in your choice of open.
areas. You can cut a joist in two and remove the centre section for
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a wider opening, Then brace the end dangling in space with a board
running at right angles to the nearest two joists, This makes a strong
assembly, even if it is not braced anywhere else.

Control panels always present special problems, since they must
be well braced if they are to support the weight of one or several
heavy power packs armd transformers. One solution is to build a walk-
around supply or a panel set-up on casters. Thesework fine for simpler
arrangements, but the more complex they get, the harder it is to get
this to work out well, For large panels (and some small ones), I
think the following method is way ahead of the others, The only re-
quirements are that you know the size and final location of your panel.
By the time you have laid out the tablés and are ready to locate the
Joists, this should not be too difficult. when you locate the joists,
set two at the outer edges of each panel, one at each emd, If there
are one or more jolsts between the outer ones, then cut them off
flush with the edge of the table. If the panel is a very large one,

I would leave a centre joist for strength. The end joists should ex-
terd as far out from the table as the panel is wide., Now you may
screw a plywood bottom to these joists, If the panel is to be high or
sloping, then plywood sides should,be added. Your panel face is then
applied to these sides. The plywood bottom has the advantagesof pro-
viding a place for power packs, relay banks, and special circuitry
to rest upon.
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PASSENGER SERVICE~CHALK ONE UP FOR THE U.S. Gary Tempco

we all know passenger frains are Suppoked to be well-run every-
where except in the United States., The Canadian National is luring
passengers back to the rails in the tontreal-Toronto and Toronto-
Windsor areas, There is one good sign in the U.S. however, but e-
ven that has a Canadian influence,

The train I am refering to is the Grand Trunk Western's Chi-
cago-Detroit kohawk. The Grand Trunk is CN controlled, and GT's
trains run into Cnada via CN,

The GT is also pro-passenger in that since at least 1948, they .
have been running three trains from Chicago to Port Huron to Detroit
and three trains back to Chicago each day. This may not sound so
great, but GT has not discontimued any trains, and none are up for
discontimance. The only trains that have bee discontimied are con-
nections to various towns on ifichigan.

One way GT tries to lure passengers is their fare plan. On
weekdays, the one way fare from Chicago to Detroit is 39,70, on
weekernds $11.,00, and on holidays $12.25. Compare that to Penn Cen-
tral's $13.49 on any day. Also, the PC's distance is 293.5 miles
while GT's is 320,5 miles. The Grand Trunk also serves complimentary
meals to club car and sleeping car passengers. GT offers discounts
of up to 35% for groups. They have a family plan in which there is
a 10% discount, in addition to free transportation for children under
five and half fare for children five to eleven. Ard, best of all, GT
has a new youth plan similar to that of the airlines, iith-an airline
or GT-CN ID card, tickets can be purchased at a 25% reduction,

How many lines have that? (GT's set-up is almost identical to that of
CN here in Canada; also Canadian Pacific has a youth card plan as well,
There may be others. Can any readers help us here?—ED.)

The iiohawk makes only nine stops between Chicago and Detroit,
while GT's Maple Leag makes 24 stops in the distance, The Mohawk
also spends less time in stations. The usual consist of the Mohawk
is: boiler-equipped GP-9, coach, cafe-coach, and parlor-buffet. Hats
off to GT for their pro-passenger approacht
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Ship-Travel Via Scenic Florence &

Cripple Creek RR...."The Gold' Belt

Line." New second series passes are

now available, D.J. Kocher--President

607 S, Huddleston Rd., Winamac, Ind. 46996
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UNION CENTRAL TRANSPORTATION CORPORATION TOM MC HUGH PRESIDENT
Reglar steam and diesel service 18 OAKWOOD PIACE
Unit trains rented DEIMAR, NEW YORK
Stocks and passes traded 12054

RATLVANS TRADED on 1 month's notice
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AROUND AND ABOUT by D. ZELL

This new column will be written and edited solely by Mr, Zell,
The editor of the HOTBOX refuses to take any responsibility for
what is said in this space. ve presume iir, Zell intends to use this
column for airing his personal opinions and to give to you any gos-
sip he might think he hears around the editorial offices. The editor
hereby divorces himself from the whole matter, and closes by saying
that any comments should be forwarded directly to ilr, Zell, care of
the editorial offices of the HOTBOX~—DK

sssvs With this issue, the HOTBOX has adopted Webster's Seventh
New Collegiate Dictionary as its grammatical authority

sessssRumor has it that the December 1968 issue of the HOTBOX
should be out before next December's issue—but don't count on itl

ceseseSeens to me that the HB will now be coming out every
second monh—it's sure gonna hafta speed up a lot to meet that!

veessodust between you and me.....any spelling mistakes in
this issue are 100% the fault of the editor

seeseshave discovered a foolproof derailment preventer..,.I
ripped up all my track months ago, and in all those months I have
not had a single derailment!

seseesdeems everybody so excited about N scale that they're
forgetting about good old HO. Allus thought HO couldn’t be beat
anyhow...(See what I mean about this guy?—Dbk)

Be seein' ya

W

3 36 356 o o e vk vk 3 ok ofe e e o o ol e ke o ok o

BRENTFORD & CHISWICK RR LAKE SHORE TERMINAL RY,

"Route of the Basingstoke Ltd," announces plans for a new terminal
Passes exchanged at Chicago - 1st station on the LST

Dave Knauft President L3T/Houte of the CHIEF ILLINI

1175 W. walmt St. Gary Tempco President

Kankakee T11, 60901 18401 Wildwood,Lansing I1l. 60438

Maine's Most Scenic Route
(A11 six feet of it)
Sheepscot Central Railroad (On2)
Duke York, General Manager
Center Road
Wloodbridge, Conn, 06525
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Railroad and Trolley Design Rubber Stamps
BAILFAND - MODEL RAILROADERS

PERSONALIZE YOUR STATIONERY

Here is a new and exciting item you have always wanted, and at a
reasonable price.

Make your own LETTERHEADS, use as a RETURN ADDRESS on en-
velopes and packages, identify Personal Property, etc. with these authen-
tically designed rubber stamps.

Your choice of any design with 3 lines of wording for your NAME
and ADDRESS, your MODEL RAILROAD NAME or any combination.

).

Design with name & address or model railroad name (3 lines) —$3.50
Design only — $225

Use your model road name to replace the name and railroad on the
design, only 50¢ additional (see sample)

ACTUAL SIZE

(SAMPLE) \//\5’) (SAMPLE)

YOUR NAME MODEL RAILROCAD NAME
Your Street Your Street

City State ZIP Code City State  ZIP Code

N.Y. & N.E. R.R.

Add model road name here, if you wish
{See above)

2, 3% Pewhaton Arrow




TAMR Emblem Stamp (as shown) $1.00

With 3 lines of Wording $2.25
With 3 lines and Train Design  $4.00
24 Page Catalog of Printing .50

List of over 300 Pass Swappers 25
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20th Century Limited
. ANYC RR.

Irish Mail
15 London Midland Reglon,
st . B.R.

Cornish Riviera Exp
Western Region, B.

—————  PHIS SPACE TS RESERVED- POR-FUTURE ADDITIONS—

SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOMED BY THE MANUFACTURER

Accuracy is assured only when the following
information is typed or printed clearly.

Order by number from:
PLEASE ORDER BY NUMBER #

RAILROAD PRINTERS

Box 74 - TAMR
BOSTON, MASS. 02124 NAME
or Model Railroad Name
STREET
CITY STATE ZIP

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER, PLEASE
DON'T DELAY — ORDER TODAY
Use a separate sheet of paper
for ordering additional stamps.



