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THE WAYFREIGHT rs ROLLING 

The Central Region of the TAMR encompasses a lot of territory, too muc h 
tobe without a publication for 4 vrhole years . l'!hy there wasn't even a Central 
Region four years ago i the Central l: egion vms then two seperate regions--the 
Great Lakes and the Mid-Continent., The HAYFREIGHT was a publication of the 
former However in 1975; ,:; region consolidation took place and those tv10 
regions were combined to form the CEHTRAL RT:;Grmr. Hell enough history for n ow. 

The important thing is that every TA.MR member is getting a copy of this 
publication with their HOTBOX free of ch(:i.r g e! \'!hy? \!ell everyone likes to get 
something for nothinG and we thc i.;. r:.;~1 t it:. v1ould be a great r:ay to show you wha t 
the Central Region an d th e '.fAYFTiI:I GI '.'I ha s to offer TAiIR uemilers. 

The WAYFREIGHT vr::.11 b G i s s ued six times a year on 11n a1-ternate basis t o 
the HOTBOX, In other c-!o r d s vre 1 1 1 hav e December-January iss ue s instead of 
January-February .i.2sues . V!c clec ~.d ed to d o t his so you'll get a TAJ"lR publicat ion 
each month if you iJ elcng t o c oth 'l. h'?- TAr·m and the Central Region. The dues 
for six issues of the 0AYETIEIGHT a~e presently at th e popular price of a 
mere :: :3,00 a year. For this c;i 0antic s um, we will provide you with all of 
the following: photos on our cover 3 ~t least a six page issue (possibily 8 
if enough articles are received), interesting articles plus an up-to-date 
news report 011 Vf11at is hapFening to prototy pe r<Jj_lroads within our boundaries . 
What more.could you possibilt ask for? Ch y es , we ' ll also keep you informed 
of any mee'ta or conve:itions that ne a re lw}d j_ng . 

Now we know that you ore all ~ondering where are to you send all the d ues 
money~ black and \'!hi te photos and ar t ·.~cles f or tl10 \'!AYF'REIGHT. Please send all 
these items to our editor-regional r e1)r e se::.':;ative whose name and address is 
liI?ted on the bottom of this pag o. Plnns a .::· e now being discussed for adopting 
some sort of ree;ionnl constitution c:~ nc"c offl ,;:.3r structure. If you have any 
suggestions and/or comments , our ecli tor--::- e.c;ional rep· will be glad to hear 
them. We should have something defina te fo~ you to approve by the conclusion 
of the n~1tional TAHR elections. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++•++++++++++ ++++++ ~~++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+ +++++++++ ++++++++++++++ ++ +++++-t-+-r- • ·++ +++++++ +-++ + +++++ ++++++ +++++ ++ +++"-+++++ 

A DECEMBER ME:ST ! ! 

YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE! A meet is being planned for the Centrnl Region on 
December 30, 1978. It will be held in the home of the \"JAYFREIGHT 1 s editor, 
Gerry Dobey. This meet vrill be a one d<:\y affair and v1ill in ~~ lude all of the 
following: ( 1) o. visit to the Elii1hurst Model RR Club \•rhich is the home of 
at least four different layouts, in different scales yet The Elmhurst Club 
has kindly offered to waive their adwission charge for our visit , so it wi~l 
be free of charGe; (q) a movie of rthit Tower's~ NHRA Bulletin Editor, famous 
pike--the Alturas & Lone Pine ; (3) a slide and movie shor1 by area members 
(if you wish to participate, bring your own along!); (4) a late afternoon
early evening meal for Vlhich vie will go out or have brought in ( a slicht 
fee will be charged or if we go out, you• 11 be expected to po.y our arm way; 
don't worry it won't be expensive, ne're not rich either!) and (5) a 
possibility, if enough interest is generated, of a tour of some of the yards 
that are in the area. Interestest pcrties should contact Gerry Dobey for 
further deatails. Here is a great chance to lfieet fellorr TAMR and Central Region 
meubers! r!hy not join in the fun? \'le ask a 15¢ stamp be included unless you 
decide to join the Central Regi~D..7-~~.n....llik.r:!)l °t:?..EZ....§Y..P...E1-ied free of charGe! 

iJAYFREIGHT STAFF: 
Editor--Reglironal Rop. 
Gerry Dobey 
145 E Kenilr!orth Ave 
Villa Park ~ IL 601D1 

Publisher 
Mark Kaszniak 
4G18 U George St 
Chicago, IL 60641 

Cover Pbotos: (top)Milw~ Road SD40...,2 #"J..75,(bottom)leased CN SD.40 #5G31; at Bensen
ville yard, Taken by Gerry :Jobey 2 Octob'er 1978,., 
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by Gerry Dobey 

ON lT1S KNtES AND 8EGGING 
At one time, railfans coitld depend on the Milwaukee Road for some sichtings 

of unusual motive pm-rer. On any given day~ one could find a selection of Alco, 
Baldnin 1 END~ 111 and GE units; sorJetirnes all <:'. t one point--norkinc to::;et!ler! 
However, norr thos~ days are e:;one. Todny a railfan on the Uilrraukee P.oad con
siders it a rarity \'1hen he sees a locomotive painted in rlilvmuke·e Road colors l 
Instead of l lilvmuirne Road, he sees Baltimore & Ohio/Ches~1peake & Ohio 1 Canadian 
National and Southern uni ts rtorking to~ether.. 'l'he reason: tho Milwaukee _Road 
is in financial trouble. Now this is no news because tlle r ~~ilroad filed for 
bankruptcy in 1978. Yet recently, the ililu.:l ukee Roa d hos experienc ed ;.10re 
money problems then in the past. Even the railroad t s offica!.. s realize that 
things can not continue this nay b ec a use if they do--1:1ajor problems \·1ill result 
both financially o.nd with 1Jaintanence. 

The Hilwaukee Road is presently encaged in leasing 1:1otive por1er from various 
other r,zi.ilro ;:.~ds because its o;m loco1i10tives can 1 t be re.paired or overhauled 
due to a lack o f funds. In -' early Foburary of this year, . about 265 locos of the 
road's ?16 units \'/ere bad ordered ancl in need of serious repair. All of this 
happened during the height: ·of the rrinter months, some of nhich nere the TIOrst 
in the railroad's history. On top of that, another l:.00 units nere overdue for 
shopping and they began to experience minor failures in the early r,1onths of 
this year. To keep the bad order ratio dO\'m ·on · the Hilrraul~ee Road, the railroad 
needed money. The Federnl nailroad f\.ch1inistra ti on {.FRA) has given the Nil\'iaUkee 
Road about 45 millon dollars under the Four-R act. :Hovi these funds should help 
to keep the railroad's motive poTier running throut_~h the upcouinG vlinter, but 
it won't l~st forever, 

Recently ther·e· has 'been talk, and. even offical papers from the railroad' .s 
executives, of the possibilities of abandoning lar[~e se.<::,Tilents . o:t: tl_1e railro:- d's 
trackage in the Pacific Northnest. Other railroads, such as the uni~n-·PacTfic, 
have expressed a desire to obt;lin so1;i.e of these segments, but as if this 
writing no agGreemen~ has been made. However, if this do cs hn:ppon 1 . th,_ ~Iilwauk e 
Roo.d 1 s trackage would be cut in half. Th:i.s \-:Ould then allon all of the road's 
locomotives to be stationed in the Central and Midvrestern sta tes and that 
would save money. The question is not nhether or not some of the ~rackage 
should be abandoned, but rather uore of a do or die situation. 

Yet the liilno.ukae Road isn't the only midnestern road that is in trouble, 
_the Rock Island has be en j_n re c eivership for a few years nO\'r and there has been 
taik of creatinG a uid\'/estern typo Conrail, to be cc:tlled FarraRail. If such a 
railroad :1:-s created, .it rrould probo.bly include such road s as the Rock Island, 
llilwali.;: ee Tioacl, Chicago ~: North rlestern and the Illinois Central Gulf, However, 
the North \·1estern ruicl the Gulf nhich D.re not bankrupt object to this proposal, 
they feel that the .rnerGer noulQ. only be grageing then dmm vri tl! the roads that 
can.•t make it. The point is that s ouething is going to h<..'.Ve to be . done in the 
near future or tho picture is coing to look mi r:;hty Grim for come mmdrrnstern roads. 

Another possible option for the llilwa ukee Road is a mercer into the Bur
lington Northern, although that i dea rras turned dovm by the Interstate Commerce 
Coiumision (ICC) earlier this year, a federal appeals court hac told the ICC 

.. to set up "some typo of f a ir proceeding11 as it seeus the ICC ruled on the case 
~·1it116ut hearing all tho finnncial v1oes of the Nilrraukee Road. · 

To the railfan, hone-eer, no\'f is your chanc.e to get some pictures of a few 
first Genera tion units still rrorking on the Hilrraul<;:e o nOud~ · ·For.~ th.o.s..e .. _\7110 live 
in and .:i.round the Chic a .:::o are.::, , you can still catch an a c;inG F unit at Bensen
ville yard and you can still see Canadian National units not to mention Bt:01CW 
porrer. So ll:Ll\'/c.c ukee Roa d fmis ta.1. ~o heed! Your railroad may not be around too 
much longer. 
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ModelinG Notos 

MAKING .A 
'- .. ........... ...... . ............ ,. ~ · .. ·-

If you ar0 a TANR member and your your model railroad is thoorcticaly 
located in any, Q~ tho -~o:-~lov;in~: statos~h.io~. , Ko:lltu9ky,: I"'ndfianai Hichigan, 
Illinois, Uiscdnson·, I·Uksouri~ · · · roria 3 Nihncsota~ Kansas~ "Nobrasl'.:a 3 North Dakota . 
or South Dakota--then take note! 'l'ho Central Region of tho TAlm has a mod0ling 
organization just for you, its c_allod the HE.SS, That• s right , tho HESS-Mid
Eastorn Shortl_ine Sy.stem and any member j_n tho T.'il1R v:ho rilodcls in· any of tho 
sta~~s listed above is welcome to join. 

f\.s a Ii1emb .or of tho I!ES.S :- you rrill roe c:j.ve our offical iIE.SS map vrhich vlill 
· cc;mtain tho rout o.s of all oi..llor nwmbcri s 'iJ Od c:l railro&ds .. This is your chanc c 
to I'orn a model ra:Llroad netnork in tho Central Rc e:i on. All s co.loD arc rrnlcomo 

. and a slight cha.:~go ni"J. l be madG to Off.sot t h G Cost o : .?riEt:i.n[S Of tho LW.p. 
. Just thinl;: of tho pos.sibili tics! r!o. novr have a fr o.t«10;·1crk \'rhoro model 

railroad private cars can be exci1angcd bct\'!E>Gn :;_::,artios a::.d t here also exis t s 
tho possibility of modol-to·moclol .:.ntorchangcs, Thus j __ f ~'OU interchange \'Ii t h 
another model railroad anc', oach of you agroo on purchas ing a certain typo o f 
car, then once you place tho car in tho intorchru1g o:i an c., tirnr 1;10dolor can bring 
it out of this intorchanco r1ith your railroad on his p"Ern and deliver it t o 
a designated industry. Tho concept of your railroad oxt ondinc; beyond your 

'basement is no\'r roinforcecl-. 
So f91!' tho HE,SS has the follon~:_ng mombors ; 

t·1ilv1auh:oc Road (.CllStP&P) . ..,_ Ed iior nn~ Ch5 .. .:.agc:> 8 ~-!.1 (HC)..., 
Genova Southern Lines (GSL) -·n Gorry ::Johoy~ Villa ?ark ~ IL (FIO). 
Poro Uarquotto (PH) -- Douclas Johnson~ Cli.ic acov IL (I!O), 
Pecatonica 8c Pontoosuc ·(PeJ>) --~· rlo.rl:; K2,sz.niek ? Ghicauo 3 IT, (N). 
Southold Electric (SE) ~- 'Iim '/cri:1.:m dc ~ ,S ')u t h 3uac~ ; Ip (EO Traction) •. 
Tonica Be Santa Fe (T&SF) -- Tod Bodell~ Bayvill 8: HY ( HO)~ 

Intorstod parties arc to. \·1,ritc to; Ila::~ I~a .-o ::.Hic:.:;: ~ 4813 rJ Goorgo~ Chicago, IL 606L:.1 
and ask .for further information,, \'Jo roquo.st th2. t &:l i:1quir1::: s bo c.1cc ".".;:-·aniod 
by a 15¢ .stamp to offset the costs of po,stac; o, or if you nish enclose ·an SSAE 
(Stai;1po4-solf-addrossod envolopo). 

------~-..;_.;.. __________ _.....,.. _ _,_~..,~---....-.-;.-r.-.;.-_,-. ..,.c,.;i.<t ...... ..,.,.l<•··--rt'l._.;..,..,._ __ ~•~w4---•- "'' .... -~~--...-.--
PROTOTYPE NE\'!S: 

A .Federal judge has given tho Chicago, Rock I.s1nnc1 8: Pacific · Railroad 
another six months to CO!ilO up Vlith o.n acceptable reorganization plcm for 
tho rail.road. Al th ouch tho railroad doclru- r1d bankruptc~' in Narc h of 1975, 
attorneys for .tho Roel:. Island s c-.y that over tho last four r,10nths there has 
boon ru1 upturn in tho amount of business the ROCK has boon handling and 
even though the railroad nill still lose monoyj lrbsos,won 1 t be as much as 
tho ~ ~20 millon dollars last year. \'/ill tho Rock survive? Stay tuned to those 
pages to find out! 

Tho.re arc still sor.10 I3icontcnnio.l locomotives pror;ling about out there, 
recently in tho Chicago area, tho follovling Bil!7entcnniJils have been spotted: 
Rock IsJ:an' s Independence is ro0u'.Larly soon on the 11 Roc1:ots 11 .. 

. Grand Truck· \'fostorn Bicentennial soon on a freight at Griff;Li;h Crossinc. 
Chicago and North\'lestc1'n Bicentonnisl was spotted in Villa Park, IL performing 
some switching duties. 
Have you seen sorao Bicentennials in your area lately? If you h~vc lot us lmm7! 

Tho . Burl,ington Northern has cotton 90 now cal:>oosos this year and you 
should be seeing thora on somo of BN 1. s trains. In c:aso you \'!oro vrondorinG, . 
each nevr caboose -costs ~:: 53,00 apiece! So -rem.ember vrhon ra.ilfannine, look at 
tho whole train not just nh;.:ttt s . up front, You ri~ir;b.t_~J;;;·.r,.;:i;.:: z;..;s;,.;.· d.;..;.! ________ _ 
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MAK Dear Interested Modeler, 

·rhe Central Region (CR) of 
the Teen Association of Model 
Railroading (TAMR) is one of · 
the TAMR ~ s largest regions 
in regard to territory. The 
region encompasses what is 
tr·adi tionally known in the 
United States as the Midwest 
(see map). The TAMR formed 
its regions to allow members 
in the same areas to meet 
and exchange ideas; to ac
complish this goal, the 
Central Region sponsors 
meets~ conventions and rail
fanrring trips for its members. 
Often these events can be 
attended for a minimal charge 

so that a majority of our members will be able to attend them. Anhounce
ments of these events appear in the region 1 s n2';1sletter, the WAYFREIGHT. 

The WAYFREIGHT is the offical newsletter of the Central Region and 
it is issued six times a year, every other month. Our members con
tribute all the material that appears in the WAYFREIGHT and we encour
age those members wi10 wish to dcr·,so to .contribute articles. ·.1.ne WAY
FREIGHT features regional prototype railroads and shortlines, member's 
layouts, model railroading tips and at least one paf;e of photos. You 
can get a one year subscription to the WAY;t"Rfi.:IGHt' fQr $3.00 a year 
from Gerry Dobey, 145 E. KenllWQ~P Ave.r Vill~ Parka ±L 60181. 

In · addition to the WA+F1'EIGH'l', j;he Central Regil"ln has its own 
modeling association called the' MESS fo~ Mid-Eastern Shortline System. 
The MESS is a group of model railroad~ bei~g bu~lt by TAMR members 
which are set in the Central Region. All members will be given a 
chance to purchase the off ical MESS map which will show all the model 
railroads in the MESS and all MESS business is cfunducted via the 
WAYFREIGHT. If you are interested in the MESS, please contacts Mark 
Kaszniak, 4818 W. George Streett Chicago 2 IL 60641. Any TAMR member 
whose railroad is set in a part of the Central Region (see map) may 
join. When you write, please enclose a f'irst-·class postage stamp and 
a detailed sketch of where your line runs. 

The Central Region is one of the nost active regions in the TAMR 
and it is the best way for young modelers and railfans to meet people 
with the same interests in their own area " Don°t delay, join the 
Central Region today! 




