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Text Box
by Dana Belton
I believe that all over America there are "every-day towns." These towns might have different names but to me they are all Plasticvilles or Atlasvilles.. Model railroaders think nothing about working for hours on a mountain or hand-laying track from 6:00 until 12:00 but we have not time to work on our small towns and cities. Some nuts spend over 1000 hours on a certain scratch-built bridge or a scratch-built pickle car, more power to 'em but I think we should take a good look where the people live and work.
We go to the hobby shop and plunk down a buck or two and build the city hall and glue it down. Now I'm not saying these aren't good kits but we all should have something that makes our little town different than Joe's. Take a little time to set yours apart.
Now you say you need some ideas. Well how many model railroads have a golf course? You don't even have to use all that space, miniature golf is growing in popularity and the holes are fun to design. Hobo shacks are interesting and not too many railroads have dumps or junkyards. A graveyard is needed unless you are going to ship people to another town. I think a war monument would be interesting or have some Boy Scouts tenting near a big woods.
Lots of these inexpensive things can be made in one night and help to create a much more interesting scene. 



Other t:hings,;;.~t:h~ '?A?.fR i~ hegird.11g tt'll ahffif $.ti ·upM;wlnt~ in the 
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CA J'tme 9~ l.970,. tll'O friends~ Ed ami Jim., cane. w.ith me 1!.ot~ a ,.. 
fa trip to Minot,, North DBltot&" ?.!he trip hB4 been in tha pla..-i:i:v .. in.;6 ZtYt' 
about f~ month~ and it: to• a little encowrgement on .«<1'1" ~-1~ to 
~ow: parent-~ '\to ltet um go alone-.lt Ed had ~ relativce "ti10 l~t 
'WI etay &lt th~i'fl< hOCti.~ ,; ~G l'J'e 1'1@l!'>it 'W'e&dy ;;o; 

We bom"d the: Bvii""lir-«ton ~~aat:~. ~-in Ste. Paule .Minnesot•, at 
~ 8sCO AM and get rnd~r111~iii£ !Ive minutes lat:e due to a faultsi' 
ho1tc eonneetd.cn. Pulling ~ train 'b'V'e b'll'O Btlrlington ~8 units 
'bra.ebtlng a ~-eat Nor:tl1.G.l.'"'n FJb !.n °big .t:ky bl.11$"• '?he. train consi~'~ 
of a bag'g84e e«rfi tl:u.~e ~J~ach~t a diner'!! bJC Pull~u~ and.~ fifte~'U 
c_.. of ma:i.t, ~...X£».~f;;~@ ii ~ an A1.r Poree tirlmul.4t~ bound. for tha JJ.r For:r:,~ 
base in .Minot;& 

W& ate lunch d"-cttnd th.a J.1.~.ria01 M!.nn.esota area.ii and 'I vil.l 
al~a. say 'that ith.{l Gr~2.t North.em has th~ fineet din.era :fn the ce"..:m't;;;:'y 
..,.. though l d a Northern Pacific f&ne '.rhe food~. de.tieioufJ and a·t a 
pre'tty 9'0des~ prie~~ cmisidering the &mOllll.t of fried cld.•eu I ree-.~i'I"~,,. 

We pl~ e~ ~nd d~ank cokes :?er t:ha rest of the~~ to Minot,, 
•era ,we get off ~·t abou~ ~~:oo PM.., Ed~$ eousin picked us up . at the 
sbltion and tcoku~ to bia h~e.~ We bedded doc CA the tiring room 
floor, but.ve eouJ.dntt ~1Mp ~e~e. we had made STang~ta with the 
..-aoreu. ai: ?>« • .bu~t'~ Gra'1ir.g Yard'i) the ~,.;;~'t Nm-them ~"'©';hump 
y..S~ and • •~· too neited~ · · 

~ta~' t• took pic·tur~ Md talked W'ith. the aen at the yard, 
and·;tike. neat: Burl.ing"~'=· ~~e~ P0'~et" th*Y ~-~friendly., 
we also· wade an m."'1"'.anged v:tsi:t to the hom.e of Mf'o and th Ri~ Me.y~ \>' 

owner& of the ah.1.~pion ~~& Oom.p~.., Rich abwed. us thee mailing roo<a 
ft '!:h al.1 the :fil:l.i"~~ ~b:f:r~t*. trrm.t hO'll.!SEA all t:h.e f!ne &!Jtoa'l f°rOB at~~ 
Mrl: ... ·~. hai'ldled ~~~t of ·1th.$ deca4 orden@ Rich a'l• has an HO" 
seale 1ayeut ~ C@!U:Jt:~fttion 'Whicb~ when completed, will. be. a wetl­
kn--. lf!!You'!: -~ r&ilf'S'fl'~,. 'Iba third dq, we sat #OU.nd the Minot 
atat:ion and wateh · tr>~Mt}. lie e&l:Ch.'t the east bound Em.pil!"ebuilder at 
t t09 Bl and rt.me all :r.d'..ght: ~J.e haaleci we tried to at:a:r &Wa'keti but l 
fell. uleep f~ ~bout an h<~o We a.wived In Sto Paul. la~ monlil?g 
._,..the Borth eo~t !dJrdted~ the Homing Zephyef au4 the Bmpueb&ild• 
SN ead>ined in~to ill· 'br~neyat~ qr train to Ohie$g•o ~ Burlington m...a•• and· a Dln"*lingte4\ E:~!lY led the "~ Jiapire Uai~" d we calJ..ed 
ito We got off at 'W'i:Uart.'i. J'e1:1' Wi11con~ and rod h-.e with &11a moDl&>@o 
tired ·and famf3hm.,, '?he trip will be. ~ u 1ong u l li"ftt th~ 
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WHO EVER HEARD OF THE
MIDEASTERN SHORTLINE?
MIDEASTERN...LARGE SHIPPER Of Absolutely Nothing





