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THE EVERYDAY TOWN

by Dana Belton
| believe that all over America there are "every-day towns." These towns might have different
names but to me they are all Plasticvilles or Atlasvilles.. Model railroaders think nothing about
working for hours on a mountain or hand-laying track from 6:00 until 12:00 but we have not
-time to work on our small towns and cities. Some nuts spend over 1000 hours on a certain
scratch-built bridge or a scratch-built pickle car, more power to ‘'em but | think we should take .
a good look where the people live and work.
- We go to the hobby shop and plunk down a buck or two and build the city hall and glue it
~down. Now I'm not saying these aren't good kits but we all should have something that makes
our little town different than Joe's. Take a little time to set yours apart. ;
Now you say you need some ideas. Well how many model railroads have a golf course? You
‘don't even have to use all that space, miniature golf is growing in popularity and the holes are
fun to design. Hobo shacks are interesting and not too many railroads have dumps or
;junkyards. A graveyard is needed unless you are going to ship people to another town. | think
ra war monument would be interesting or have some Boy Scouts tenting near a big woods.
Lots of these inexpensive things can be made in one night and help to create a much more
interesting scene.
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e Jone 9, LE7 tf:u w0 fxlends, E4 mﬁ Jix, came with ne S
fan txrip to mm@m v'*a. Dgl cobe,  The trip had been in the pl:
shout four months and 1% took a 1ittle encourgement on ouwr payd
persuade aup Do *fam o it us go glong. Ed had some Mamﬁmm
us gtay ot th%s = home, oo ve vers ready.

We bomnd the Durlingten Vestorn Star dn St. Peul, Minnesolz, at
gbeut 8385 AM and got wmdsrway apeue Five minutes late due o 2 Zanity
hogC eonneetion. Fulling our frain vore two Burlingten -8 wnits
bracieting a Great Worthern ¥¥b In "bﬂg gky blue', The train consiflie
of a baggage car, thuss coaches, a ciz.sw s Twe Pullmane, and shout fﬁ; :
cars of mail, exprosr, ond an i Pores simulator bound for ﬁiﬂ‘“ Adr Poros
bage in Minot,

We ate lunch ep m'm the ilexandzia, Minmesota aves, end T will
alwaye say that the % Worthern hasz the finest diners in the fz::m. %
even though I =m & h&::ﬁzama Paelfic fan, The food was delicious and a
pretty modest prise, compidering the smount of fried chicken I regaivsd
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We played coxds wﬁ drani s;;zzam o the rest of the wey o Minst
where we got off st chout S0 Ed'z coungin pleked vs up at the
station and ook us to his hume., We bedded dowm on the living rocm
floowr, buﬁ we wouldntt glesp becsuse we had mede srrangsments with the
persor@mdl =% mem Geaving Yard, the ex-Grest Nowthern Ronmesd huns
vaxd, and we wers doo senitad, '

For two doy, we took pioburess and m‘z,zm with the men & the wazd
and like wmost Burlingtan ya., m%m pergonnel , they were vexy fm.@n&ﬁ.?e
We aleo made an srranged visit to the home of Mr, end Mes Richard Meyevrs,
owners of the Chospion Deesl Company. Rich showed us the mailing romm
wi::h all ‘é;h@z £iling osb 2 that house gli the fine deeal from Cums.

. Magr h&p'wl% ‘ﬁ“"“f"‘"ﬁi‘” of ﬁra«a desal, oxdera, Rich alee hm an Q%
nstruetion which, when completed, will be s welle
Imonen lag?ﬁfm"* &e&wfﬁ 5&* fenw, The thind day., we sat avound the w’.n@'&
statdion and wateh Lwaing,. ¥e eaught the east bound Emplmbxz‘? ider ot
9500 FM and ?@%@ a,m gigm back hame, We tried %o stoy awake, but I
fell asleep for shbout en howr, UWe srrived in St, Pavl in the morning
vhera the FNerth Coast Limited, ¢he Yorning Zephyr, and the Empirebdilder
ave eobined into = reniy=t these ear train te Chieage. Three Burlingimn
8% and g Burlingion =% led the "Morning Empive Limited” ow we called
it, We got off a% Winons Jet., M@e@nﬁm am‘i rod hamne mi.h Edfs mom. 4.
tived end fawmished, The trip will be remembered es long a5 I live,; thougt
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