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The MCR Ex:pediter is the paper. on the move for a region on the move! 
....--..,. "We make Things Move I" 
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*****~**********C**************************************************************O*O 

May-June Publischers Note~ 
This issue was ;1lready two months late when I received it to publish. I am very sorry 

radded another two months to an already too long perio<L I hape Robert Streger and all 
of you reading thhi; will accept my apoligies c ----Stephen Shaffer 

**************~***********~~**•*********~***************~************************* 

Helpful Hint Noo 1 

So you have jusc finished a kit or project and you are going to start another one STOP before 
~ you do 9 do what I keep telling myself I should doo Completly clean off your work bench 

and put everything where it should be,, You'll find your next kit will go easier and you can 
do a better job. Stephen 



Along the Welded Railo o cu o o o • ., o. e ., ..... o o" • ., o. o o q.,.," o " .. ., .. o. ~ o "" .... " ...... Allen Maty 

As this article is being written on the l OOth anniversary of the transcontinental railroad 
~. few comments en the celebration will be made. Motlt readers are aware of the Golden Spike 
~entennial Limited tri.p from New York to Ogden .. The train 9 consisting of some 15 cars 
fr.om various road.3 was p(~lle.o from New York to Kansas City by ex-NKP 2-8-4-No. 159. 
The traln arrived .in Ktu1t.;~:a- City the evening of May 6 and was reported doing above BO mph 
outside the city and even passed _Santa Fe0 s Super Chelf .. Tbe steam engine w.ill spend the 
week in the N&\V" roundhouse wl.N<tia a new UP Centennial series 6900 locomotive will do 
the honors from KC to Ogdenn anc1 returno Pfl. :~~1 for the trip was $995.uOO. 

-Passengers and passenger tra.in.s hav£ been big news the past few weeks o The National 
Association of RaHroad. Passengers bas stated that although pelii~·ll<Y~~T trai.n discontinuences 
are continuing a 11 ;he good outweighs the bad" in terms of public service., The success of the 
Northeast corridor service " including Tull~<./fr(;..in service on the old New Haven u and the 
retendon (atleast tem9orarily) of the California Zephyr o For passenger train service as a 
whole to survive 0 the organization states that of necessity there will be some discontinuences . 
?or example o theNARP will support N&W0 s proposal to discontinue four trains between 
railroads between the two cities on AprH 1 '1 ., The Sar\i.~.i- Fe has announced its plans to 
discontinue its Tulsans on June l. 5. The Post Office is now putting bulk ma i1 on Santa Fe" s 
Super C c--;;ml i.ndications are that it will be a success o 

The New York Times has cautioned the government on its a-pproval of the N&W-C&O mergero 
The paper urged the govermnent to make certain that the merger will result improved 
~Y:.lb1L::-service 0 The paper noted that since the NYC-PRR merger the PC has semmingly been · 
more interested in many diversified investments than running trains a The merger would 
include nine railroads ,1 creating a system 21 .• 510 miles long, stretching from Maine and 
Virginia to Iowa o Missouri and Nebraska .. 

**************************•******************************************************* 

Book ReT1iew--Scet!e Model Railmadlnc 
,,;:_--=-··-*-·=-=-~--·--==---- ··== -·-·---:..--=.:CS... by Leslie J .. V!hiteo 

This book covEirs a great number of subjects from getting started " through Scemuy and w1n.ng . 
and to locomotives o ?v1r o Vvhlte includes pictures of his own HO scale railroad o and he 
has LJ ~).mfJ fabk•1~:Y ~quipment., He also ln.!(;;-crts a little humor !nto some otherwise to 
seroius subjects. His wiring circuits are easy to understand a and his pictures of scen .... ery 
and structures are fantabulous-the best I have seen., For the he1J 1:thi.t!'>~ and the veteran allke, 
jt .is very good o It is available at most large or medium liabra:i.res. Also,_. it can be pur·· 
chased !hroJ~.b Kalmbach publishing company., It is not a Kalmbach Publication. 
Price~$6.,9So It has 192 pages. --Mari.on Mills 

na****************~************************************~******** 

M" P ~ ia not discontinueing the 'fe}cas Eagles. Q ••••••••••••• o •••••••••••••• Lloyd Neal 
The MoPo has called1:(fdiscontinuance of the Texas Eagles no. 1 & 2 (St. Louis to 

El Paso). This announcement came as a suprise to myself and the members of the Arkansas 
Valley RoRo Club. It has caused us to wonder what the Mo Po ls up to. The announcement ~ 

.P-lves the club a breathing spell in our search for mew quarters before the station closes. 
Pullman service was discontinued on these trains. 

( I ' "I 



EMDizLng an Alco FA-1. o ••••••• o ................................. o •• Jay Franklin 

·~ Three Southwestern railroads have rebuilt their Alco FA-1' s with EMD engines~ 
The roads are the Fr!sco n Rock. t".llc.rn.d and Katy ~e y_gµr Diesel Spotters Guide) .. 
The Frisco anr Rock Island units retained their Alco 9ooling systems, but the Katy re-
placed their's with a11 El~iD stacks cent3red ip. thereof:. However most of the Rock Isla nd 
FA-1 's have EMD trucks~ rhe Rock Island later found that they didn' t have to change trucks 
when they retained Alco trucks. 

To build a model of a re powered PA-1 all you need is some typ~ of FA-1 body o such as 
the Lionel, Hobbyline, or others .. I used a Hobbyline metal unit myself. You will also . -
need an old beat up F-7 unit shell~ You cut the stacks off the F-7 and place them on the 
F-7 as shown in the diagramo '.i'he munber boards from the F-7 'Mld-\'laee--thern-en-Mte 
are also used on the FA-1. First though you will have to remove the old Alco number boards 
and smooth up tha area where they were. For the Katy unit you would cut the entire top out 
of an F-7 and mount it on top the FA-1 (see diagram). The Katy unit has screen along side the 
roof fans o thus producing a bulge in the roof. The radiator shutters on the rear of the Katy unit 
were blocked off as was the large rear fan. 

=:r1 moq~l-i!.1i;j ~ the Rock Island unit you use EMD trucks, if you want to power the unit 
you could use an Athearn. Tyco, or other powered F unit with EMD trucks. The Frisco11 s 
FA-·lgs have now been traded in to EMD for GP-35's, this has· resulted in one group of 
P-d.sco GP-36 {725-131) with Alco trucks under themo When finished the Fa-1 rebuilt makes 
a good looking as well as an unusual model. 
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Product Review----AHM Rivarossi 0-8-0 switcher o 

~ This is a great model of the Indiana Harbor Belt switcher u of which onlv three prototypes 
were madeo This is a well made facsimile, representative of Rivarosse 0 s quality merchandise. 
The boiler is a well-detailed plastic casting with everything cast on except the handrails. 
The smokebox front is removable to get to the headlight. The motor is a smooth ·~-pole 
cab mounted unita with a worm gear drive that is well lubriaated when purchased. 
on the minus side of the ledger of this engine •• Q •••••••• & 

1 o The front screws is a bolt, and it is hard to connect up after the boiler has been removed 
2. The number on the tend\3r is not clearly printed o 

3 o The tender wheels are retarded by brushes~ and do not roll easily at alL 
4. The wh~el flanges are larger than N oM oRoAo standards 
5 o The headlight is quite. dim,, The power goes through a steel boiler weight, which is a 

bad conductor of electricty Q 

On the plus side .. ~" o •••• o •• 

1 o The engine runs quite smoothly., 
2.. The draw bar !s not a screw connection~ which makes it easy to store. 
3., It is nicely painted. 
4 o The valve gear looks super. 
5. The l'-Jngine is sufficiently heavy. 
6 ~ The gears are pre-lubricated. 
7 o The engines cost :ts not prohibitive o It costs $19. 05, but you can get it on sale for 

aslittleas$14.00., · 
If your preference is H0 9 this is a great engineo While its wheels dictate it to be a 

:;wttb.J"w.r, it is big enough to serve as a mainliner on smaller pikes.. As s tated, it runs 
smoothlyo It is factory guaranteed for one year. It has one rubber tire for tractionj 
and it is my m-n~~°(repeat6 my ,gu~,.& that 5f will pull 15 cars easily. I only wish more 
inexpensive medi_um size locos.were availble.. To name the fow I can think of--Tyco's 
2-6-2c Vamey's 2-8-0 0 maybe T.yco0 s 0-4-0, and thates about all~ --Marion Mills 

****************************************************************~:***********~***** 

New Ballast on the Missouri Pacifico. o ............................... a .. ..... ,, ••• Lloyd Neal 

The Iv.Io v~ (mop) is laying new l_i~t on their main line from Little Rock to Texarkana 
and Little Rock to Russelville, Ark ... I donct know how much more they are planning to lay. 
The new ballest is light gray lile gray model railroad ballast.. 1'he former v.rcis crushed 
rock (sand colored). 

****************************************************************~***************** 

Book Review - - -H 0 Primer~ o • o • o ~ •• " ••••••• o ........ o ., • ,. .......... o ••• , • by vVe s tcott 

This book covers everything but scenery .. 1 have it, and wireing would have come 
to me were it not for Vvestcott~s glassy clear diagrams and l.deas:' It also discusses kit­
buHding and painting.. Its qlear unbiased discustions of different cars, locomotives, 

-~ track, wiring aids o and tools are of inmeasurable use, especially to novices o Vlestcott 
does not cover scenery. and has little OL fyamework, but these are supplied by his other 
books .. Probably this book is best for new comers u but is is a very good reference aid to 
those of all experience.. Price-$2. 00 80 pages ---Marion Mills 

(3) 



Cash-Bashing .. o i!J. o o. o. o c ••• o. o o o ..... o o •••••• o ........... o ••• o ••••• '\/Valter P .. Harris 

~ Soo you have several car shells laying around. J:."!X"ut1le of ~vY-c~n·s;hells unused. 
Well here are some ideas of what to do with themo In my many trips between Houston and 
Tulsa !- have seen the use of various outdated cars along the highway. Along about 
Atoka o Oklahoma there are two old Rock Island outside braced boxcars c These are side by 
side and about ten feet apart.. Between the cars are gl:3:.$s; ?ia:tes that form a green house. 

*****************************~*****************************•******************* 

May-June Editors Notes~ 

Sorry this issue is late Q but due to circumstances beyound anyones control I was unable 
to do the Exppditer as originally planned.. I want to give my special thanks tc. St&p;i.1.e::~ 
Shaffer for his great help in the prepartion of this issue.. I don°t know wh,:m the July­
Auge.st issue will come out but when it comes it will be worth waiting for !f you send in 
some articles a My address till August 31 will be o 

Robert Streger 
~ 8305 Mettler Drive 

El Pasoo Texas 
79924 
or go ahead and send to my Harlingen address it makes no differenceo 
The arti.cle on lightening will be in the next issue m· sure o sorry about thato 

(ti) 



The Submarine Engine of the LR&FS R PR ............................... Lloyd Neal 

~ Few railroad locomotives have been encountered in underwater operations but there was a 
locomotive on the bottom of the Arkansas river for about two weeks .. 

During January 1810 n work was rapidly taking place on the Little Rock & Port Smith Railroad 
starting on the north bend of the Arkansas opposite Little Rock,. A connection was matfa· ..vith 
the Ivlempht:J und Little Rock for lnt;erchunqr; . 

No railroad should be without an engine c so an order was sent for a new engine, direct 
form the factory (I do not know which one). 

Work was a 14au1 received on January 21 o 1870, that the barge and it's cargo were at the 
mouth of the rirkansas River. They would be at 'Little Rock as soon as a steamboat headed for 
there would come by 0 

Ten rla~ s fut<:::r 1:he Guidon came along and took the barge. in tow. The Guidon then began 
fighting it~s way westward along the river docl,g!11g sand bars and submergeid treeso Now the 
Guidon would be dodging dams instead of bars and trees flfimrd~:<s; to the work of theArmy Corps 
of Engineers o 

All through the n$,i].~t ~be boat f1Jt19ht its way up the river. Soon after dawn the boat was 
ten miles above ?lnB Bluff and on it's last stretch of the river o 

Suddenly the Guidon shuddered from prow to stern . The captain ordered the power shut off. 
This was a repeat of what had happened many times before. 

The barge had struck a submerged tree trunk. The captain and crew wa·tched as one corner 
of the barge settled slightly. 'fhen before the order could be given the cn~wcast of all lines 
to keep the barge from sinking the riverboat. They then watched as the barge rupidl;r" filled 
and sank. 

The news st.locked the ri•.llro-z.~d but they took immediate action and ordered a second engineo 
Also,,. ·tho Hrst one wou!d not be lost with out a fight. A "bellboat" was s ·~mt immediately to 
t he scene., This was a salvage boat equiped with a divlng bell to assist raising sunken 
cargo ., {There was al;.:..~ .>f that on the Arkansas in those dars.) 

The men worked two weeks to repair the hole on the barge so that air could be pumped into 
the barge to raise ito It was raised and its cargo with ito The locomotive and the cars did 
not have their former bright and shiny newness but a repair shop at Hunterville (North Little 
Rock) would fix thato . 

On P~1bt.m:r.iv~ · 1 i u 1870 u the barge arrived in Little Rocko The engine and cars were unloaded 
and sent to the shops. The engine was not damaged by a thick coat of river mud which ccate{.f 
it and the cars o It was a real supri.se-. when a pair of catfist. were found on the garte of the 
fireboxo 

The people of Little Rock were startle<.! by -a shrill incessant screeching on March 25, 1870. 
rhey soon found that LR&SP :ltl was l"eady to work. A fresh coat of paint was on the engine and 
the name Pulaski (the county Little Rock is in) was lettered on the sides.. \Mith one 
engine and another ordered theLR&SF was ready for business. 

It is now the Central division for the Missouri Pacific and the only railroad in Arkansas to 
s tart with an engine salvaged form the rivero 

**************************************************************~******************* 

J\t1 0 p 0 and c & }\JW buy A& s 1) a • 0 • Cl .. • • e 0 q 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • • «t • • 0 .. • • • • • • • • • G • • • • • • • • •• Lloyd N ea 1 

............,_ 'fhe MoPo&C&NW havehciug;1$ the Alton and Southern (St .. Souis) and several associated 
:h{'::-·:: lines from Alcoa. What they plan to do with them I do not know as yeto The RoRo bought 
are 4 • ••• 

The A&S " Bauxite&Nothern (Ark. ,, L Point Comfort&Northern (Tex a). Massena Terminal (N. Yo stat1 
a nd Roc_kd~J.e: v Sandow & Southern (Tex.) 

(S) 
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